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WASHINGTON STATE YOUNG ADULT REVIEW GROUP
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE: May 8, 2015
WASHYARGers:
Wrap up the school year with WASHYARG, the oldest and largest Young Adult
Review Group of its kind! While we all come to WASHYARG because it is a great
place to learn about new books, we also enjoy the opportunity to network with other
teenserving professionals.
Our meeting will be in our regular meeting room, 2AB, on the second floor. Enter
through the front door, which is nearest Newport Way NW. You will need to sign in
as a guest of the building. The parking lot fills fast so it is recommended that you park
in the Target parking lot closest to the Service Center. There is a bridge and some
steps leading to Service Center. Do not park in any space designated for a KCLS fleet
vehicle.
All doors are locked until 8:30 AM. If you arrive early, please wait at the front door
until someone can let you in. The doors opening off the staircase to the parking lot
are always locked.
Coffee, tea and treats will be available. A donation of $1 or more is appreciated. You
are welcome to bring goodies to share.
See you there!

WASHRAG
Titles Taken

Fiction Reviews

323

2458

Nonfiction Reviews 5866

Reviews
Please use the format
referenced at the top of the
“books taken” section.
Please submit your
delivered reviews and
current “books taken” after
the meeting. You may
submit them at:
http://www.evergreenbooka
ward.org/aboutwashyarg

REMINDERS

DUES

MEETING LOCATION:
King County Library System Service Center
960 Newport Way NW
Issaquah, 98027

Members/reviewers may
pay dues at any time during
the year, but we appreciate
prompt payment in
September for the
forthcoming year. Dues are
$25 and a dues sheet is
included in the newsletter.
Dues may be sent to:
KCLS
ATTN: Brenna Shanks
960 Newport Way NW
Issaquah, WA 98027

2015 MEETING DATES:
● March 6
● May 8
● September 11
● December 4
Any questions? Contact Brenna Shanks at the King County Library System Service
Center, 425.369.3331 or bshanks@kcls.org.

WHAT IS WASHYARG?

HOW DO I JOIN?
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The Washington State Young Adult Review Group
is a regional reviewing organization of school and
public librarians and other individuals interested in
books, magazines, and other media appropriate for
teenagers.
WHY BELONG TO WASHYARG?
We are the largest Teen Services library specialist
group in the Northwest, and have a national
reputation as a credible review source.
Besides hearing firsthand reviews from frontline
people, the meetings are an opportunity for
networking, problemsolving, passionate debate,
laughter and cookies.
Even if you cannot attend the meetings,
WashYARG is an excellent source for local
professional reviews.

Fill out the form below and bring it to the next
meeting with your $25.00 membership dues or mail
it to:
KCLS
ATTN: Brenna Shanks
960 Newport Way NW
Issaquah, WA 98027
Please make checks payable to WashYARG.
2015 MEETINGS
● March 6
● May 8
● September 11
● December 4
MEMBERSHIP FORM:

WHAT DOES WASHYARG DO?
WashYARG receives materials from diverse
publishers. Selected items are presented orally at the Name:
quarterly meetings and written reviews of all
materials are published in the WashRag newsletter
and mailed to all members following the meetings.
WashYARG also sponsors the annual Evergreen
Title:
Young Adult Book Award, a statewide teen readers’
choice prize.
WHAT WOULD I DO?
Agree to review at least two books a year.
Attend as many of the meetings as possible.
WHAT DOES IT COST?
All interested folk are invited to attend for free the
first time. The normal dues are $25.00 for a school
year, and entitle one to review books and receive
the WashRag, a quarterly compilation of written
reviews.

Email*:

Phone*:

Address*:

* Please indicate home or work for contact info.
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Titles Taken for Review  March 2015
All titles and reviews are now being submitted online at:
http://www.evergreenbookaward.org/aboutwashyarg
Please be as accurate as possible when entering your information. Thanks!
Also: Remember Evergreen Committee meets right after WashYARG @ 1 pm  Everyone
welcome!
♦Next to a title indicates it was reviewed in a previous issue
FICTION
Armentrout, Jennifer L.
Origin (A Lux Novel, book 4)
Entangled Publishing, LLC, 2013
Lora Gillingham, Tahoma High School

9781622660759
$9.99 364 p.

Armstrong, Kelley
Empire of Night (ARC)
Harper, 2015
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School

9780062071279
$17.99 432 p.

Arnett, Mindee
Polaris (sequel to Avalon)
Balzar & Bray, 2015
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

9780062235626
$17.99 423 p.

Arnold, Elana
Splendor (sequel to Sacred)
Delacorte, 2013
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

9780385742139
$17.99 329 p.

Arnold, Elana
The Question of Miracles
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2015
Richard Snyder, Kirkland Middle School

9780544334649
$16.99 233 p.

Aveyard, Victoria
Red Queen
Harper Teen, 2015
Sara Lachman, Olympia Timberland Library

9780062310637
$17.99 388 p.

Axelrod, Amy and David
The bullet catch
Holiday House, 2015
Suzanne Sanderson, Plymouth Library

9780823428588
$17.95 245 p.

Axelrod, Amy and David Axelrod
The Bullet Catch
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS

9780823428588
$17.95 245 p.

Bass, Alexis

Holiday House, 2014

9780062275325
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Love & other stories
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS

HarperTeen, 2015

$17.99 376 p.

Becker, Helaine
The MindBlowing Missions of Dirk Daring: Secret Agent
Orca, 2014
$9.95 196 p.
Richard Snyder, Kirkland Middle School

9781459806832

Bell, Cathleen Davitt
I Remember You
Alfred A. Knopf, 2015
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School

9780385754552
$17.99 304 p.

Benway, Robin
Emmy & Oliver (ARC)
Lea John, KCLS

9780062330611
$17.99 352 p.

Harper, 2015

Blankman, Anne
Conspiracy of Blood and Smoke (ARC) Balzer + Bray, 2015
Sarah Evans, University of Washington

9780062278845
$17.99 416 p.

Bliss, Bryan
No Parking at the End Times
Emily Calkins, KCLS

9780062275417
$17.99 267 p.

Greenwillow Books, 2015

Boucher, Sarah E.
Becoming Beauty (pbk)
Sweetwater, 2014
Mary Jo Heller, School Librarian retired

9781462114559
$15.99 243 p.

Brockenbrough, Martha
The Game of Love and Death (ARC) Arthur A. Levine Books, 2015
Lora Gillingham, Tahoma High School

9780545668347
$17.99 336 p.

Brown, Jaye Robin
No Place to Fall
HarperTeen, 2014
Gretchen Oates, Kamiakin Middle School

9780062270993
$17.99 354 p.

Brugman, Alyssa
9781627730147
Alex as Well
Henry Holt, 2013 Australia, 2015 America $16.99 214 p.
Shelley Mastalerz, Burien Library KCLS
Richard Snyder, Kirkland Middle School
Carey, Anna
Blackbird
Harper Teen, 2014
Alexis Underhill Yelm High School

9780062299734
$17.99 245 p.

Cherie Priest
I Am Princess X

9780545620857
$18.99 240 p.

Scholastic, 2015

4

Rachel McDonald, King County Library System
Child, Lauren
Ruby Redfort: Catch your Death (Ruby Redfort, #3)
Candlewick, 2015
$16.99 501 p.
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School

9780763654696

Coleman, Reed Farrel
The Boardwalk (Rapid Reads)
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS

9781459806740
$9.95 149 p.

Raven Books, 2015

Constantine, Robin
The Secrets of Attraction (ARC)
Balzer & Bray, 2015
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School

9780062279538
$17.99 384 p.

Cooper, T., GlockCooper, Allison
Changers Book 2: Oryon (ARC)
Black Sheep/Akashic Books, 2015
Shelley Mastalerz, Burien Library KCLS

9781617753077
$11.95 283 p.

Coyle, Katie
Vivian Apple at the End of the World Houghton Mifflin, 2014
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School
Mary Jo Heller, School Librarian retired

9780544340114
$17.99 262 p.

Damico, Gina
Hellhole
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS

9780544307100
$17.99 350 p.

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014

de Bonneval, Gwen & Mattieu Bonhomme
William and the Lost Spirit
Graphic Universe, 2013
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS

9780761385677
$30.60/$9.95pb 160 p.

Denenberg, Barry
Ali: an Americcan champion
Simon & Schuster, 2014
Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen Campus Library

9781481401418
$17.99 82 p.

Derting, Kimberly
The Replaced (Taking Trilogy) (ARC)
HarperCollins, 2015
Bonnie Svitavsky, Puyallup Public Library

9780062293633
$17.99 369 p.

Doyle, Arthur Conan
A Study in Scarlet
Balzer & Bray, 2015
(Originally Published in 1887 as A Study in Scarlett)
Amber Peterson, Beaver Lake Middle School

978006229756
$17.99

Doyle, Catherine
Vendetta (ARC)
ChickenHouse, 2015
Sarah Evans, University of Washington

9780545699822
$17.99 352 p.
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Mary Jo Heller, School Librarian retired
Lea John, KCLS
Dudley, David L.
Cy in Chains
Clarion, 2013
Mary Jo Heller, School Librarian retired

9780547910680
$16.99 324 p.

Durango, Julie
The Leveller (ARC)
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS

9780062314000
$17.99 256 p.

Harper Teen, 2015

Easton, Tom
Seven Second Delay
Holiday House, 2014
Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade MS

9780823432097
$16.95 220 p.

Easton, Tom
Seven Second Delay (ARC)
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS

Holiday House, 2015

9780823432097
$16.95 224 p.

Elliott, Jenny
Save Me
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS

Feiwel and Friends, 2015

9781250061478
$9.99 312 p.

Emerson, Kevin
Breakout
Crown, 2015
Sarah Evans, University of Washington

9780385391122
$17.99 297 p.

Emerson, Kevin
The Dark Shore (The Atlanteans) Katherine Tegen, 2013
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian

9780062062826
$17.99 470 p.

Emerson, Kevin
Breakout
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS

9780385391122
$17.99 297 p.

Crown, 2015

Emerson, Kevin
Encore to an Empty Room (An Exile Novel) (ARC)
Katherine Tegen Books, 2015
$17.99 320 p.
Shelley Mastalerz, Burien Library KCLS

9780062134004

Eulberg, Elizabeth
We can work it out (sequel to The lonely hearts club)
Scholastic Point, 2015
$17.99 312 p.
Suzanne Sanderson, Plymouth Library

9780545654616

Fforde, Jasper.
The Eye of Zoltar (Chronicles of Kazam bk. 3)
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017
$16.99 405 p.

9780547738499
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Dawn Rutherford, SnoIsle Libraries
Funaro, Gregory
Alistair Grim's Odditorium
Disney Hyperion, 2015
Michael Fleming  Pacific Cascade MS

9781484700068
$17.99 432 p.

Gaetz, Dayle Campbell
Disappearing Act (Rapid Reads)
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS

9781459808225
$9.95 145 p.

Raven Books, 2015

Gemeinhart, DAn
The Honest Truth
Scholastic Press, 2015
Richard Snyder, Kirkland Middle School

9780545665735
$16.99 229 p.

George, Jessica Day
Silver in the Blood (ARC)
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS

9781619634312
$13.43

Bloomsbury, 2015

Gibbons, Alan
An Act of Love: The Bomb is Ticking....
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School
Giles, Lamar
Endangered (ARC)
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School
Gormley, Bea
Friends of Liberty
Lea John, KCLS

Orion, 2012

9781780620183
$9.99 295 p.

Harper Teen, 2015

9780062297563
$17.99 288 p.

Eerdmans, 2013

9780802854186
$8.00 184 p.

Gray, Claudia
Sorceress (Spellcaster)
HarperCollins, 2015
Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen Campus Library

9780061961243
$17.99 345 p.

Gray, Laurie
Just Myrto
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

Luminis Books, 2014

9781935462965
$19.95 209 p.

Green, Tim
Lost Boy
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School

Harper, 2015

9780062317087
$16.99 299 p.

Scholastic Press, 2015

9780545709392
$17.99 228 p.

Pyr, 2014

9781616149789
$11.99 282 p.

Griffin, Paul
Adrift (ARC)
Lea John, KCLS
Grinti, Mike and Grinti, Rachel
Jala's Mask
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Wally Bubelis  Seattle Public Library
Halbrook, Kristin
Every Last Day (ARC)
Lea John, KCLS

Harper, 2015

9780062121288
$9.99 272 p.

Hale, Shannon
Dangerous
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS

Bloomsbury, 2014

9781599901688
$17.99

Hatfield, Ruth
The Book of Storms
Michael Fleming  Pacific Cascade MS

Henry Holt, 2015

9780805099980
$16.99 357 p.

Katherine Tegen Books, 2015

9780062294081
$17.99

Harper, 2015

9870062384911
$17.99 308 p.

Haydu, Corey Ann
Making Pretty (ARC)
357 p.
Lora Gillingham Tahoma High School
Headley, Maria Dahvana
Magonia (ARC)
Lora Gillingham Tahoma High School

Hillyer, Lexa
Proof of Forever
HarperCollins, 2015
Rachel McDonald, King County Library System

9780062330276
$17.99 352 p.

Hoffman, Alice
Nightbird (ARC)
Random House: Wendy Lamb Books, 2015
Bonnie Svitavsky, Puyallup Public Library

9780385389594
$19.99 208 p.

Howard, A.G.
Ensnared (Splintered, #3)
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School

Amulet Books, 2015

9781419712296
$17.95 404 p.

Hoyle, Tom
Thirteen
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS

Holiday House, 2014

9780823432943
$16.95 226 p.

Isbell, Tom
The Prey
Michael Fleming  Pacific Cascade MS

HarperTeen, 2015

9780062216014
$17.99 404 p.

Jensen, Michael and King, David Powers
Woven
Michael Fleming  Pacific Cascade MS

Scholastic, 2015

9780545685733
$18.99 352 p.

Johansson, J.R.

9780374300234
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Cut Me Free
Mary Jo Heller, School Librarian retired

Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 2015 $17.99 298 p.

Jordan, Sophie
Unleashed (Uninvited #2)
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS

HarperTeen, 2015

9780062233714
$17.99 355 p.

Kantor, Melissa
Better than Perfect
Sarah Ellison, Forest Ridge School

Harper Teen, 2015

9780062279231
$17.99 324 p.

Katcher, Brian
The Improbable Theory of Ana & Zak (ARC)
Katherine Tegen Books, 2015
$17.99 326 p.
Lora Gillingham Tahoma High School

9780062272775

Kenneally, Miranda
Breathe, Annie, Breathe
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School

9781492608660
$9.99 306 p.

Sourcebooks Fire, 2015

Keplinger, Kody
DUFF: Designated Ugly Fat Friend
Poppy, 2010
Brooke Shoostine, Maple Valley Library, King Country Library System

316084239
$7.65 280 p.

Kirby, Jessi
Things We Know by Heart (ARC)
Karina Kawaguchi  Chinook MS

HarperTeen, 2015

n/a
n/a 291 p.

Candlewick Press, 2015

9780763663872 *QP
$16.99 329 p.

Knowles, Jo
Read Between the Lines
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School

Kontis, Alelethea
Dearest (Woodcutter Sisters bk. 3) Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2015
Amber Peterson/Beaver Lake Middle School
Marilyn Condon, LWSD

9780544074071
$17.99 282 p.

Kurti, Richard
Monkey Wars
Delacorte Press, 2015
Kathleen Dunbar Eastlake High School Library

9780385744416
$17.99 403 p.

Lehrman, Maggie
The Cost of All Things (ARC)
Balzer + Bray, 2015
Sarah Evans, University of Washington

9780062320766
$17.99 416 p.

Lieberman, Leanne
Off Pointe
Lea John, KCLS

9781459802803
$9.95 120 p.

Orca, 2014
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Liu, Liana
The Memory Key
HarperTeen, 2015
Gretchen Oates, Kamiakin Middle School

9780062306647
$17.99 356 p.

Livingston, Lesley
Descendant
Harper Teen, 2013
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

9780062063106
$17.99 325 p.

Lupica, Mike
The Only Game
Karina Kawaguchi  Chinook MS

9781481409957
$16.99 309 p.

Simon and Schuster, 2/15

Maihack, Mike
The Thief and the Sword (Cleopatra in Space #2) (ARC)
Graphix, 2015
$12.99 192 p.
Jeri Mason, Olympic Middle School, Auburn

9780545528450

Maizel, Rebecca
Between Us and the Moon
Emily Calkins, KCLS

9780062327611
$17.99 384 p.

HarperTeen, 2015

March, Nicola
Scion of the Sun (The Solar Snatchers Series) Month9 Books, 2013
Michael Fleming  Pacific Cascade MS

9780988340923
$12.99 346 p.

Mass, Wendy
Graceful (Willow Falls, book #5) (ARC) Scholastic Press, 2015
Karina Kawaguchi  Chinook MS

n/a
n/a 246 p.

Matthews, Owen
How to Win at High School
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

Harper Teen, 2015

9780062336866
$17.99 490 p.

McNeil, Gretchen
Get Dirty (Don't Get Mad #2) (ARC)
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS

Balzer + Bray, 2015

9780062260871
$9.99 384 p.

Meyer, Marissa
Fairest: Levana's Story (The Lunar Chronicles)
Feiwel and Friends, 2015
$17.99 220 p.
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School

9781250060556

Miklowitz, Gloria D.
Camouflage
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1998
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School

9780544336148
$8.99 166 p.

Morrison, Megan

9780545638265
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Grounded  The Adventures of Rapunzel
Michael Fleming  Pacific Cascade MS

Arthur A Levine, 2015

$17.99 384 p.

Moulton, Courtney Allison
Shadows in the Silence (Angelfire)
HarperCollins, 2013
Joanne Glasgow Evergreen Campus Library

9780062002396
$17.99 469 p.

Neri, G.
Knockout Games
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS

9781467732697
$17.95 293 p.

Carolrhoda LAB, 2014

Nix, Garth
Clariel: The Lost Abhorsen (The Abhorsen Trilogy Book 4)
HarperCollins, 2014
$18.99 400 p.
Dawn Rutherford  SnoIsle Libraries

9780061561559

Older, Daniel José
Shadowshaper
Wally Bubelis  Seattle Public Library

9780545591614
$17.99 297 p.

Olson, Norah
Twisted Fate
Bethany Steirer, Rose Hill MS

Arthur A Levine, 2015

Katherine Tegen Books, 2015

9780062272041
$17.99 259 p.

Omololu, CJ
The Third Twin
Delacorte Press, 2015
Kathleen Dunbar Eatlake High School Library
Sara Lachman, Olympia Timberland Library

9780385744522
$13.78 336 p.

Plum, Amy
Until the beginning (sequel After the End) (ARC)
HarperTeen, 2015
$17.99 321 p.
Mary Jo Heller, School Librarian retired

9780062385154

Portes, Andrea
2313645
Anatomy of a Misfit
HarperTeen, 2014
Gretchen Oates, Kamiakin Middle School

978006
$17.99 328 p.

Pratchett, Terry
Dragons at Crumbling Castle and other tales
Clarion Books, 2014
$16.99 337 p.
Karina Kawaguchi  Chinook MS

9780544466593

Preble, Joy
Finding Paris
Balzer + Bray, 2015
Sarah Evans, University of Washington

9780062321329
$17.99 272 p.
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Rabb, Margo
Kissing in America (ARC)
Harper, 2015
Kathleen Dunbar, Eastlake High School

9780062322371
390 p.

Reedy, Trent
Burning Nation
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS

9780545548731
$17.99 417 p.

AAL (Scholastic), 2015

Reyes, M.G.
Emancipated
Katherine Tegen Books, 2015
Sarah Evans, University of Washington

9780062288950
$17.99 400 p.

Rioux, Jo
The Golden Twine (Cat's Cradle #1) (GN) Kids Can Press, 2015
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS

9781554536368
$17.95 112 p.

Rosenblum, Gregg
City 1 (Revolution 19, #3)
Harper Teen, 2015
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School

9780062126016
$17.99 279 p.

Ruby, Laura
*BFYA
Bone Gap
Balzer & Bray, 2015
Dawn Rutherford, SnoIsle Libraries

9780062317605
$17.99 345 p.

Saldana, Rene, Jr
9781558857766
El misterio del malvado marcador/The mystery of the nmischievous market
Pinata books, 2013
64 p.
Kathryn Hardesty Pacific Middle School
Sanderson, Brandon, Dan Wells & Robison Wells, ed.
ASIN: B00Q98EWJ2
Altered Perceptions (ebook)
Fearful Symmetry Press, 2014
$7.99 412 p.
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS
Schneider, Robyn
Extraordinary Means
324 p.
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School

Katherine Tegen Books, 2015

Schroeder, Lisa
My Secret Guide to Paris
Scholastic, 2015
Sarah Ellison, Forest Ridge School

9780062217189
$17.99

9780545708081
$16.99 216 p.

Scofield, Chris
9781617753138
The Shark Curtain (ARC)
Akashic Books: Black Sheep, 2015 $13.95 318 p.
Bonnie Svitavsky, Puyallup Public Library
Scott, Victoria

9780545537483
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Salt and Stone (Sequel to Fire and Flood) Scholastic Press, 2015
Amber Peterson/Beaver Lake Middle School

$17.99

Searles, Rachel
The Stolen Moon (The Lost Planet, book #2) Feiwel and Friends, 2015
Karina Kawaguchi  Chinook MS

9781250038807
$15.99 358 p.

Sedgwick, Marcus
8*BFYA
Ghosts of Heaven
Marilyn Condon, LWSD

978162672125
Roaring Brook Press, 2014

$17.99 359 p.

Shecter, Vicky Alvear
9781620915981
*QP
Hades Speaks (Secrets of the Ancient Gods #2) Boyds Mills Press, 2014 $16.95 128 p.
Esperanza Stewart, King County Library System
Sheldon, Dyan
The truth about my success
Candlewick, 2015
Suzanne Sanderson, Plymouth Library

978076367720
$16.99

Shelton, Dave
Thirteen Chairs (ARC)
David Fickling Books, 2015
Sara Lachman, Olympia Timberland Library

9780545816656
$17.99 256 p.

Shepard, Sara
9780062074522
The Good Girls (Sequel to The Perfectionists) (ARC) Harper Teen, 2015
341 p.
Kathleen Dunbar Eastlake High School Library
Shepherd, Megan
The Cage (ARC)
Balzer and Bray, 2015
Kathleen Dunbar Eastlake High School Library

9780062243058
385 p.

Shull, Megan
The Swap
Katherine Tegen Books, 2014
Richard Snyder, Kirkland Middle School

9780062311696
$16.99 383 p.

Smith, Cynthia Leitich
Feral Pride (Feral Nights #3)
Mary Jo Heller, School Librarian retired

9780763659110
$17.99 285 p.

Smith, Dan
My Friend the Enemy
Karina Kawaguchi  Chinook MS

Candlewick Press, 2015

Chicken House, 2014

Smith, Jeff
Bone: Out from Boneville (Tribute Edition) (Bone, vol. 1)
Graphix (Scholastic), 2015
$18.00 p.

9780545665421
$17.99 279 p.
9780545800709
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Kirsten Edwards, KCLS
Smith, Rowland
Beneath (ARC)
Scholastic Press, 2015
Jeri Mason, Olympic Middle School, Auburn

9780545564861
$16.99 272 p.

Somer, Bradley
Imperfections (pbk)
Nightwood, 2012
Mary Jo Heller, School Librarian retired

9780889712713
253 p.

Spring, Melanie
Turn It Up (Varsity)
Poppy, 2014
Sarah Evans, University of Washington

9780316227247
$10.00 195 p.

Stevenson, Robin
The World Without Us
Orca, 2015
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

9781459806801
$12.95 226 p.

Stratton, Allan
09384
The Dogs
Sourcebooks Fire, 2015
Michael Fleming  Pacific Cascade MS

97814926
$16.99 240 p.

TenNapel, Doug
Nnewts. Book One, Escape from the Lizzarks (pbk)
Graphix, 2015
$10.99 185 p.
Raina Sedore, Lacey Timberland Library

9780545676465

Thomas, Rhiannon
A Wicked Thing
HarperTeen, 2015
Esperanza Stewart, King County Library System

9780062303530
$17.99 337 p.

Torres, J.
Into the Woods (GN) (Bigfoot Boy #1)
Kids Can Press, 2012
Jeri Mason, Olympic Middle School, Auburn

9781554537112
$17.95 100 p.

Turner, Henry
Ask the Dark (ARC)
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2015
Esperanza Stewart, King County Library System

9780544308275
$16.99 256 p.

Waggoner, Susan
Starlight's Edge (Timedance, book #2) Henry Holt & Company, 2014
Karina Kawaguchi  Chinook MS

9780805096798
$17.99 234 p.

Weitz, Chris
The Young World (ARC)
Little, Brown, 2014
Lora Gillingham Tahoma High School

9870316366502
$19.00 367 p.
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Weyn, Suzanne
Faces of the Dead
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS

Scholastic Press, 2014

White, J.A.
The Thickety: The Whispering Trees (The Thickety, book #2) (ARC)
Katherine Tegen Books, 2015
517 p.
Karina Kawaguchi  Chinook MS
Wiersbitzky, Shannon
1670
What Flowers Remember
Namelos, 2014
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School
Wilde, Oscar & P. Craig Russell
The Happy Prince (The Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde # 5) (GN)
NantierBealleMinoustchine, 2012 $16.99
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS

9780545425315
$17.99 201 p.
n/a

978160898
$9.95 151 p.
9781561636266

Wilde, Oscar & P. Craig Russell
9781561632138
The Birthday of the Infanta (Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde #3) (GN)
NantierBeallMinoustachine, 2012 $16.99
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS
Wilde, Oscar and P. Craig Russell
9781561630561
The Selfish Giant & the Star Child (The Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde, #1) (GN)
NantierBeallMinoustchine, 2012 $17.99
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS
Wilde, Oscar and Russell, P. Craig
9781561630851
The Young King and the Remarkable Rocket (Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde #2) (GN)
NantierBeallMinoustchine, 2012 $16.99
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS
Wilke, Daria
Playing a Part
Arthur A. Levine Books, 2015
Sarah Evans, University of Washington

9780545726078
$17.99 176 p.

Williams, Julie
Drama Queens in the House
Roaring Press, 2014
Mary Jo Heller, School Librarian retired

9781596437357
$17.99 425 p.

Zappia, Francesca
Made You Up
HarperCollins, 2015
Rachel McDonald, King County Library System

9780062290106
$17.99 448 p.

NONFICTION
Abramovitz, Melissa

9781601527721
15

How Are Digital Devices Impacting Society? (INControversy series)
Reference Point, 2015
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian

$28.95 96 p.

Adler, David A.
Colonel Theodore Roosevelt
Holiday House, 2014
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian

9780823429509
$18.95 138 p.

Albee, Sarah
Bugged: How Insects Canged History
Walker, Imprint of Bloomsbury, 2014
Marilyn Condon, LWSD

9780802734228
$17.99 168 p.

Allen, John
Thinking Critically: Legalizing Marijuana (Thinking Critically series)
Reference Point, 2015
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

9781601527820

Andregg, Michael M.
Seven Billion and Counting
TwentyFirst Century, 2014
Katy Olson, Lindbergh High School

9780761367154
$33.26 88 p.

Aronson, Marc & Mayor, Adrienne
The Griffin and the Dinosaur
National Geographic, 2014
Karina Kawaguchi  Chinook MS

9781426311086
$18.99 48 p.

Bailey, Diane
Coal Power
TwentyFirst Century, 2015
Katy Olson, Lindbergh High School

9781608184088
$24.95 46 p.

Bausum, Ann
Stubby the War Dog: The True Story of World War I's Bravest Dog
National Geographic, 2014
$17.99 72 p.
Sarah Hunt

9781426314865

Bertozzi, Nick
Shackleton; Antarctic Odyssey
First Second, 2014
Alan Grenon, Sylvester Middle School

9781596434516
$15.00 127 p.

$28.95 80 p.

Bizkup, Agnieszka
9781623700645
Batman Science: The RealWorld Science Behind Batman's Gear (Batman Science)
Capstone, 2014
$9.95 144 p.
Gretchen Oates, Kamiakin Middle School
Bodden, Valerie
Egypt (Ancient Civilizations)
Sarah Ellison, Forest Ridge School

Creative Education, 2015

9781608183920
48 p.
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Bolden, Tonya
Searching for Sarah Rector: the richest black girl in America
Abrams, 2014
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School

9781419708466
$21.95 76 p.

Bredeson, Carmen
9780766042421
The Chocolate Chip Cookie Queen: Ruth Wakefield and Her Yummy Invention
(Inventors At Work series)
Enslow Elementary, 2014
$25.27 48 p.
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian
Brimner, Larry Dane
Strike: The Farm Workers' Fight for their Rights
Calkins Creek, 2014
JoAnn Olsson, Liberty High School

9781590789971
$16.95 172 p.

Burns, Loree Griffin
9780547792675
Beetle Busters; a rogue insect and the people who track it (Scientists in the Field)
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014
$19.00 64 p.
Alan Grenon, Sylvester Middle School
Castaldo, Nancy F.
Sniffer dogs: How dogs(and their noses) save the world
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014
Kathryn Hardesty Pacific Middle School

9780544088931

Charlton, James and Cook, Sally
How to Speak Baseball
Chronicle Books, 2014
Jennifer Lovchik, Bellingham Public Library

9781452126456
$14.95 126 p.

$17.00 154 p.

Conkling, Winifred
9781616201968
Passanger on the Pearl  The true story of Emily Edmonson's flight from slavery (ARC)
Algonquin Young Readers, 2015
$17.95 176 p.
Karina Kawaguchi  Chinook MS
Cooper, Ilene
A Woman in the House (and Senate) Abrams, 2014
Katy Olson, Lindbergh High School

9781419710360
$24.95 134 p.

Cooper, Michael L
Fighting Fire
Henry Holt, 2014
Michael Fleming  Pacific Cascade MS

9780805097166
$19.99 215 p.

DePrince, Michaela with Elaine DePrince
Taking Flight: From War Orphan to Star Ballerina
Alfred A. Knopf, 2014
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School

9780385755115

DiPiazza, Francesca

9781467726450

$16.99 246 p.
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Remaking the John: The Invention and Reinvention of the Toilet
TwentyFirst Century Books, 2015
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School
Dudley, William
Synthetic Drug Addiction (Compact Research  Addictions)
Reference Point, 2015
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

$34.60 64 p.
9781601527646
$28.95 96 p.

Eldridge, Alison and Stephen
9780766042162
The Coolest Inventor: Willis Haviland Carrier and His Air Conditioner (Inventors At Work)
Enslow Elementary, 2014
$25.27 48 p.
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian
Freedman, Russell
9780823429219
Because they marched : the people's campaign for voting rights that changed America
Holiday House, 2014
$20.00 83p.
Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen Campus Library
Freedman, Russell
Angel Island: Gateway to Gold Mountain Clarion, 2013
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian

9780547903781
$17.99 81 p.

Hall, Shyima
Hidden Girl: True story of a modernday child slave
Simon & Schuster, 2014
$17.99 232 p.
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School

9781442481688

Halls, Kelly Milner
Ghostly Evidence: Exploring Paranormal Millbrook Press, 2014
Esperanza Stewart, King County Library System

9781467705936
$20.95 64 p.

Hancock, James Gulliver
Artists, Writers, Thinkers, Dreamers
Katy Olson, Lindbergh High School

9781452114569
$19.95 110 p.

Chronicle Books, 2014

Head, Honor
How to handle bullying and gangs (Under Pressure)
Smart Apple Media, 2015
$35.65 46 p.
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
Heppermann, Christine
Poisoned Apples: poems for you, my pretty
114 p.
Emily Calkins, KCLS
Jacobson, Sid & Ernie Colon
Anne Frank

9781599208251

9780062289575
Greenwillow Books, 2014
$17.99

Hill and Wang, 2010

9780809026852
$16.95 152 p.
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Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School
Jones, Jen
9781623700638
Planning Perfect Parties: the Girls' Guide to Fun, Fresh, Unforgettable Events
Capstone Young Readers, 2014
$14.95 128 p.
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian
Kanefield, Teri
The girl from the tar paper school
Suzanne Sanderson, Plymouth Library

Abrams, 2014

9781419707964
$19.95 56 p.

Kanefield, Teri
Guilty? Crime, Punishment, and Changing Face of Justice
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014
$16.99 134 p.
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS

9780544148963

Koyczan, Shane
To This Day
Annick, 2014
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian

9781554516391
$19.95 70 p.

Krull, Kathleen and Kathryn Hewitt
9780152059101
Lives of the Explorers: Discoveries, Disasters (and What the Neighbors Thought) (Lives of ...)
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014
$20.99 96 p.
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian
Kuklin, Susan
Beyond Magenta: Transgender teens speak out
Candlewick Press, 2014
$22.99 182 p.
Mary Jo Heller, School Librarian retired

9780763656119

Macy, Sue
Sally Ride: life on a mission
Sarah Ellison, Forest Ridge School

9781442488540
$17.99 152 p.

Aladdin, 2014

Marcovitz, Hal
9781601527783
Life in the Time of Shakespeare (Living History) Reference Point, 2015 $28.95 96 p.
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School
Marcovitz, Hal
Life in Nazi Germany (Living History)
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

Reference Point, 2015

9781601527769
$28.95 96 p.

Mark Kurlansky
Frozen in Time
Delacorte Press, 2014
Amber Peterson/Beaver Lake Middle School

9780385743884
$15.99

Marrin, Albert
FDR and the American Crisis

9780385753593
$24.99 283 p.

Alfred A. Knopf, 2015
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JoAnn Olsson, Liberty High School
Matthews, Jenny
Children growing up with war
Suzanne Sanderson, Plymouth Library

Candlewick, 2014

9780763669423
$17.99 47 p.

McCully, Emily Arnold
9780547290928
Ida M. Tarbell: The Woman Who Challenged Big Business  And Won!
Clarion, 2014
$18.99 276 p.
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School
McMullan, James
Leaving China  An Artist Paints His World War II Childhood
Algonquin Young Reaers, 2014
$19.95 113 p.
Karina Kawaguchi  Chinook MS

9781616202552

McPherson, Stephanie Sammartino
9781467720434
Arctic Thaw: Climate Change and the Global Race for Energy Resources
TwentyFirst Century Books, 2015 $34.60 64 p.
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School
Montgomery, Sy
9780547815497
Chasing Cheetahs; the race to save Africa's fastest cats (Scientists in the Field)
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014
$19.00 71 p.
Alan Grenon, Sylvester Middle School
Mooney, Carla
7806
Thinking Critically: Distracted Driving (Thinking Critically)
Reference Point, 2015
$28.95 80 p.
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

978160152

Muldrow, Diane
9780553508758
Everything I need to know about love I learned from a Little Golden Book
Golden Books, 2014
$9.99
Suzanne Sanderson, Plymouth Library
Nakaya, Andrea C.
Internet and Social Media Addiction (Compact Research  Addictions)
Reference Point, 2015
$28.95 96 p.
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

9781601527608

Nelson, Marilyn
How I Discovered Poetry
Dial Books (Penguin), 2014
Rachel McDonald, King County Library System

9780803733046
$17.99 103 p.

Netzley, Patricia D.
Is Legalized Marijuana Good for Society? (INControversy)

9781601527745
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Reference Point, 2015
$28.95 96 p.
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian
O'Connor, George
Ares: Bringer of War (Olympians) First Second, 2015
Bethany Steirer, Rose Hill MS

9781626720138
$9.99 76 p.

Parks, Peggy J.
Teens and Cheating (Compact Research  Teenage Problems)
Reference Point Press, 2015
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School

9781601527660
$28.95 96 p.

Parks, Peggy J.
9781601527707
Teens: Cutting and SelfInjury (Compact Research  Teenage Problems)
Reference Point Press, 2015
$28.95 96 p.
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School
Parks, Peggy J.
Teens and Stress (Compact Research  Teenage Problems)
Reference Point Press, 2015
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School

9781601527684

Parks, Peggy J.
Heroin Addiction (Compact Research  Addictions)
Reference Point, 2015
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

9781601527561

Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw
Dogs on duty
Walker Books, 2012
Kathryn Hardesty Pacific Middle School

9780802728456
$17.00 48 p.

Pim, Keiron
Dinosaurs  The Grand Tour
Workman Publishing, 2013
Michael Fleming  Pacific Cascade MS

9781615192120
$24.95 352 p.

Rawl, Paige
Positive
Bethany Steirer, Rose Hill MS

9780062342515
$18.99 262 p.

Harper, 2014

Reid, Peter Goddard, Tim
Lego Space  Building the Future No Starch Press, 2013
Michael Fleming  Pacific Cascade MS

$28.95 96 p.

$28.95 96 p.

9781593275211
$24.95 215 p.

Rubin, Susan Goldman
Freedom summer: the 1964 Struggle for civil rightxs in Mississippi
Holiday house, 2014
$18.95 120p p.
Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen Campus Library
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Schmidt, Jason
A List of Things That Didn't Kill Me Farrar Straus Giroux, 2015
Dawn Rutherford, SnoIsle Libraries

9780374380137
$18.99 421 p.

Susan Kuklin
Beyond Magenta: Transgender Teens Speak Out Candlewick, 2014
182 p.
Rachel McDonald, King County Library System

9780763673680
$22.99/$12.99

Sutcliffe, Jane
The White House is Burning: August 24, 1814
Esperanza Stewart, King County Library System
Torres, John Albert
Lionel Messi (Soccer Star)
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

9781580896566
Charlesbridge, 2014 $19.95 120 p.

Speeding Star, 2014

9781622852215
$14.95 46 p.

Torres, John Albert
Cristiano Ronaldo (Soccer Star)
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

Speeding Star, 2014

978162852222
$14.95 48 p.

Tougias, Michael J. & Casey Sherman
The Finest Hours
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS

Henry Holt and Co., 2014

9780805097641
$17.99 160 p.

Volvovski, Jenny
The who, the what, and the when
Suzanne Sanderson, Plymouth Library

Chronicle, 2014

9781452128276
$24.95 167 p.

Walker, Sally M.
Ghost Walls: The Story of a 17th Century Colonial Homestead
Carolrhoda Books, 2014
$20.95 136 p.
Sarah Hunt, KCLS

9780761354086

Whiting, Jim
Navy Seals (U.S. Special Forces)
Creative Education, 2015
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian

9781608184651
$24.95 48 p.

Wilcox, Christine
Sex & Pornography Addictions (Compact Research  Addictions)
Reference Point, 2015
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

9781601527622

Wilcox, Christine
Gambling Addiction (Compact Research  Addictions)
Reference Point, 2015
$28.95 96 p.
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School

9781601527585

$28.95 96 p.
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Wilcox, Christine
9781601527547
Is Enough Being Done to Protect Athletes from Concussions? (INControversy)
Reference Point, 2015
$28.95 96 p.
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian
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Titles Reviewed – March 2015
FICTION  RECOMMEND
Albin, Gennifer
9780374316433
Unraveled (Crewel World #3)
Farrar Straus Giroux, 2014 $17.99 288 p.
This book ends the Crewel World trilogy which focuses on the epic battle between the rebel forces
on Earth (the Agenda) who are fighting for their freedom from the evil Guild ruler Carmac who is
up in Arras (a world situated above Earth that mines Earth for all of its wealth and resources). This
story picks up where book two ended: Adelice has made the selfless decision to save her loved ones
by sacrificing herself and agreeing to marry Cormac. She hopes that being close to Cormac will
give her the opportunity to destroy him and save all of the people not only barely surviving on
Earth, but also all the innocents living in Arras who are clueless to Earth's existence. However,
returning to Arras shows Adelice that things have changed since her days serving as a loom
weaving Spinster that controls the threads of not only time and places, but also of people. Little
rebellions are springing up all over Arras and Cormac hopes to use his impending marriage to
Adelice as a way to restore order. Yet Cormac always seems to be one step ahead of Adelice,
especially since he uses her own sister against her. When the wedding date is moved up, Adelice
begins to doubt if she can ever be free. Yet more secrets are revealed as things escalate until the
riveting conclusion that resolves the war once and for all.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS
Alender, Katie
9780545639972
Famous Last Words
Point, 2014
$18.99 320 p.
Thanks to her mother’s recent marriage to a famous movie director, Willa is relocating to Los
Angeles. If she can get over her guilt from her father’s death, maybe the change of scenery will do
her good. But, when Willa starts seeing crazy visions it seems she might have brought a mistake
from her past with her. In the meantime a serial killer is on the loose killing wanna be actresses and
staging their deaths to look like scenes from famous movies. When Willa realizes her visions are
somehow connected to these crimes, she’s determined to figure out what’s going on. Luckily she
has an ally in Wyatt, even if that adds a layer of high school drama to her already full plate. This is
a great, suspenseful mystery with a supernatural twist and an edge of your seat climax. Should be an
easy sell. Grade 8+
Grades: 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School
Alexander, Shannon
9781622664672
Love and Other Unknown Variables
Entangled, 2014
$17.99 331 p.
Don’t you hate it when the cover of a book compares the book to Fault in Our Stars? So let’s start
in the middle of the book, when Charlie, boy genius with an MIT future, finds out the Charlotte, his
sister’s best friend, has brain cancer, with a very limited future. Now let’s also say that this funny,
witty, story of two improbably matched teens finding love, is worth reading, even when we know
the ending.
Charlie is very uncomfortable with real feelings, and recites the prime numbers, or the Table of
Elements to keep his mind from wandering into uncomfortable territory. Along the way we find
Charlotte’s sister, who is the new English teacher at Brighton, Charlie’s exclusive math and science
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school. There have been many new English teachers. In fact, Brighton students are experts with
the game of making English teachers leave school, crying. Ms Finch though, says she knows this
to “bring it on.” Charlotte, interestingly, is also encouraging Charlie to do this, as it will keep her
sister occupied trying better lesson plans, rather than harangue her into getting an experimental
cancer treatment.
How much control do we/should we have over our lives, especially in facing the end. Are you the
kind of person who will “never give up,” or one who one who thinks teens should manage their own
treatment? That is the real question in this witty, charming, and yes, tearjerking novel.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Mary Jo Heller, School Librarian retired
Angelini, Josephine
9781250050885
Trial by Fire
Feiwel and Friends, 2014
$17.99 374 p.
Lily Proctor lives in the mundane town of Salem, where she is allergic to the point of very impaired
health. When her longtime best friend turned boyfriend proves to be a player, Lily is heartbroken
and crushed. Between that and her mother seemingly crazy, life is tough and at her worst point, she
hears a voice in her head beckon and poof, she finds herself an a New Salem, an alternate universe
where there are monsters and some very powerful witches. One which is none other than Lily’s twin
in this universe: Lillian. In Lillian’s universe, witches rule as well as provide for the citizens in the
thirteen cities. Lily is torn between trying to find a way back home and helping the people who
don’t live inside the cities, the Outlanders, as well as the versions of people from her world whom
she loves. Lily has to learn to trust these versions of her friends, but also herself. A great mashup of
science fiction, fantasy, and adventure recommended for grades 7+.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
Blackstone, Matt
9780380656
Sorry You're Lost
Farrar Straus Giroux, 2014 $15.99 312 p.
A humorous and heartfelt exploration of grief and its impact for a middle school boy. 3½ months
after the death of his mother, Denny “Donuts” Murphy has become the king of class clowns.
Despite admiring his teachers, he can’t take anything seriously and spends most of the school day in
the hall. At home, his father avoids real conversation and overeats his way through the evenings.
Denny’s quirky and verbose best friend, Manny, decides to distract them both from grief with an
outlandish plan: raise a lot of cash fast by selling candy to their classmates, then secure popular
older girls as their dates to the upcoming dance by offering a lavish clothes, meal and
transportation. Denny joins the scheme, but thinks he’d rather go with his classmate Sabrina, a girl
who might like him, if only he could stop fooling around for once. Things quickly get out of hand
and Denny has to decide whether to keep joking or face reality on multiple fronts. Brisk pacing,
snappy dialogue, and honest emotions combine to create a powerful and enjoyable read.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Sarah Evans, University of Washington
Blankman, Anne
9780062278814
Prisoner of Night and Fog
Balzer + Bray, 2014
$17.99 401 p.
Immersive romantic thriller and convincing coming of age tale set against the backdrop of Hitler’s
political rise. In 1930’s Munich, Gretchen Müller helps her emotionally distant mother run a
boardinghouse while avoiding the pranks of her cruel older brother. She takes comfort in her goal of
becoming a doctor, time with her best friend Eva, and the doting affection of her Uncle Dolf. Her
25

father took a bullet for his old friend Adolf Hitler nearly a decade ago and since then her family has
lived in the protection of the Nazi party. But Gretchen’s world begins to unravel when Daniel
Cohen, a young Jewish reporter, approaches her with his next big story: that her father was actually
murdered by an unknown comrade. Determined to find out the truth, her time investigating with the
handsome and fearless Daniel changes her understanding of party “truths,” while betrayals from
those closest to her reveal whom she can truly trust. As secrets are uncovered, Gretchen’s safety
becomes increasingly tenuous and forces her to make dangerous choices. Tightly plotted with the
pace of a spy thriller, the author creates a credible character arc embedded in actual history. An
author’s note at the end clarifies the few fictions from the real people and events that shaped World
War II.
Grades: 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Sarah Evans, University of Washington
Brouwer, Sigmund
9781459805460
Tin Soldier (The Seven Sequels)
Orca, 2014
$10.95 248 p.
This book is part of “The Seven Sequels” series which features the sequels to the seven first
adventures of seven grandsons who each had to previously perform some special, yet dangerous,
task for their grandfather who had recently died and left them the missions in his will. Just like the
first books, these sequels can also be read in any order. Each of the seven books is written by a
different author, with each author returning for the sequels. The premise for the sequels is that 12
passports were found with their grandfather’s picture on them, but different names. Each passport is
for a different country and corresponds to a notebook full of cryptic notes about each country. The
grandsons decide to divide up the clues and countries in order to learn more about their mysterious
grandfather. In this actionpacked adventure, teen Jim’s clues to trace are about his grandfather’s
role during the Vietnam War and whether or not he was a murderous double agent. His search leads
him to the Deep South where an old army vet helps Jim try to smoke out the mysterious
“Bogeyman” who might have all the answers Jim needsas long as he can stay alive long enough to
find out as some higher ups in the military do not want these answers to surface. This whole series
will appeal to reluctant readers, especially guys, who will relish the fastpace and want to keep
reading to find out what was really going on with the grandfather. These are great choices for
readers ready for something meatier than the typical Orca Soundings or Currents.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS
Burks, James
9780545563185
Bird & squirrel on ice
Graphix, 2014
$8.99 126 p.
Bird and Squirrel are lost in a snow storm when they crash into a mountain causing an avalanche.
They are discovered by a local villager who thinks Bird is the chosen one. While Bird is enjoying
the royal treatment Squirrel finds out that the king plans to sacrifice Bird to the great whale, but of
course Bird just thinks Squirrel is jealous. A cute graphic novels recommended for grades 59.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
Butcher, Kristin
9781459807679
Alibi (Orca Currents)
Orca, 2014
$9.95 113 p.
Fifteenyearold Christine goes to spend the summer with her aunt in a dusty old town where Aunt
Maude owns an antique shop and runs a walking ghost tour. In neighboring towns, a thief has been
pickpocketing people and it’s only a matter of time before the thief makes it to Witcombe. Christine
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puts on her sleuthing hat and tries to find the culprit. Rather predictable, but a short, fun read
nonetheless. Grades 69.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
Carey, Anna
9780062299734
Blackbird
Harper Teen, 2014
$17.99 245 p.
A girl wakes up on the railroad tracks. She has no idea who she is or how she got there. All she
knows is that she has a backpack full of money, a phone number and directions not to call the
police. And there are people trying to kill her. "Sunny", as she calls herself, is a smart, resourceful
character. Even though she has no idea who she can trust, she is always thinking, analyzing, looking
for an escape route. There is some language but not much, especially given the situation. Some drug
and sexual references, but again, not much.This is a real page turner, and the first in a series.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Additional Comments: SPOILER ALERT: Think "The Most Dangerous Game."
Alexis Underhill Yelm High School
Carey, Anna
9780062299735
Deadfall
Harper Teen, 2015
$17.99 256 p.
Sunny has been hunted ever since she escaped from the island. But Sunny is no longer alone  she
has found other prey, other targets, who were moved off the island so the hunt will be more
exciting. And she is no longer Sunny; the memory repressing drugs given to all targets is beginning
to wear off and she knows her real name is Lena. Lena and the other targets have banded together
and want to take the fight to the hunters. The search for answers will be resolved by the end of this
sequel to Blackbird. This one is a little more violent than the first; on the other hand, there are very
few sexual and drug references. Deadfall would not work as a standalone, but fans of Blackbird
will want to know how the game started and what happens to its major participants.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Alexis Underhill Yelm High School
Carter, Ally
9780545654746
All Fall Down (ARC)
Scholastic, 2015
$17.99 320 p.
Grace is not sure how she feels about being sent to live with her grandfather at the U.S. embassy in
Adria. She used to spend her summers there, but those memories are too overwhelming and painful
after the death of her mother. Worse than the loss itself, Grace is absolutely positive her mother
was murdered, but no one will believe her. Instead she’s been sent to counselling and essentially
told she has to move on. Shortly after her arrival in Adria, Grace sees the man she is certain killed
her mother. Since no one else will go after him, she’ll do it herself – with the help of some old and
new friends. Grace may not be crazy, but she also doesn’t know half of what’s really going on, and
she might not survive long enough to learn. Fans of Carter’s other books will certainly enjoy this
one. Grace gets herself into some challenging situations and the stakes are even higher due to her
connection to the embassy. But, she also has normal teen girl concerns (boy issues, friendship
issues) going which keeps the story feeling more realistic. Grades 7+.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School
Chupeco, Rin
The Girl from the Well (ARC)

Sourcefire Books, 2014

97810402292187
$16.99 304 p.
27

Deliciously creepy tale of wronged spirits grounded in Japanese folklore. Okiku has wandered the
earth for centuries, avenging murdered children in a gruesome manner and setting their souls free.
She can be many places at once and hear the thoughts of humans, but has become emotionally
detached, only remembering her own mortality when she feels the warmth of a newly freed soul.
Yet one day her interest is stirred by 15yearold Tark, a surly American boy with mysterious
tattoos that appear to ripple before her eyes. After observing him interacting with his concerned
father, his protective older cousin, Callie, and his asylumbound Japanese mother, Okiku realizes
Tark’s body hosts a dark and powerful spirit. Callie and Tark each become aware of Okiku’s
presence, but the girl fears her while the boy recognizes her ability to protect him. Okiku follows
the teens as the mystery of Tark’s haunting unfolds across continents. Many readers will recognize
Okiku’s white kimono, black hair, and broken neck as Japan’s most famous ghost, but the author
has made her simultaneously terrifying and sympathetic as the novel’s narrator. Compelling told
and lyrically written, give this to fans of Japanese culture and/or supernatural horror (without
romance!).
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Sarah Evans, University of Washington
Connor, Leslie
9780060890919
The Things You Kiss Goodbye Katharine Tegen Books, 2014
$17.99 356 p.
Sixteenyearold Bettina Vasilis, from a traditional Greek family, is looking for a way to create time
outside her very strict family, when she is picked up by Brady, the star basketball player. Brady is
just the polite kind of boy her father would allow her to date, and at first she is thrilled by his
attention, not to mention the fact that she has a lot more freedom. Brady talks gothdressing
“P’teenuh” into try outs as a cheerleader, or as Bettina nicknames them, the “notsocheerleaders.”
Bettina loves her new freedom and her new, very popular boyfriend. Even the “P’teenuh”
moniker is cute. Even when he pulls her braid until her head hurts. Even when he slams her locker
door so hard, it comes back and hits her, hard, in the face. Even when they start having sex and it
really hurts. She is willing to, as her Bampas told her, fili antio kiss it goodbye. Rough starts.
Get over it.
And she meets “Cowboy,” a 25 year old mechanic with his own garage, who encourages her to face
up to Brady, and with whom she feels she might be falling in love…
Although Bampas is close to being a onedimensional stereotypical Greek father, there are many
welldeveloped side characters. Simply, beautifully written, with a mixture of humorous and
thoughtprovoking scenes. And without giving away any further plot lines, this is a three Kleenex
box book.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Mary Jo Heller, School Librarian retired
Crompton, Laurie Boyle
9780374300616
Adrenaline Crush
Farrar Straus Giroux, 2014
$17.99 180 p.
From a family of adventurers, Dyna is always looking for her next rush – rock climbing, mountain
biking, hooking up with boys. But, when she has a serious accident, Dyna’s life takes a turn. Jay,
the boy with her when she fell, probably would have been just a fling, but he was so attentive
afterwards that now he’s her boyfriend. He regularly encourages her to be more cautious, more
safe…maybe even more boring? To help with her recovery, Dyna’s mom sends her to the Ulysses
Inner Outer Healing Center. This woowoo facility includes group therapy as well as physical
rehab. At the center Dyna meets a colorful cast of characters including Pierce, a war vet. Clearly
there is a something between Dyna and Pierce, but falling for him is a risk Dyna’s not sure she’s
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ready for. Girls looking for a romance with a sense of adventure should like this book. There may
even be enough outdoor adventure to draw in boys who also secretly like the romantic parts. The
story is pretty predictable, but that won’t stop them from rooting for Dyna and Pierce. For me, it
was the other characters at the rehab center that brought the book alive and will set it a bit apart.
Grade 7+.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School
Dakers, Diane
9781459808034
Homecoming (Orca Soundings)
Orca, 2014
$9.95 108 p.
Fiona’s dad is being released from prison. He was found guilty of sexually assaulting a teenager at a
party he was chaperoning a few years earlier. Fiona has been tormented at school for having a
sexual offender dad, and now all the harassment is starting up again. Fiona believes her father is
innocent, but with all the gossip and snickering, she can’t help but wonder. Meanwhile, at home,
things are strained, and friends are no longer allowed to come over since her father is in the house.
To deal with all the stress, Fiona starts to act out, getting involved in things she shouldn’t… but
things that may also bring her closer to the truth about her father. Grades 8+.
Grades: 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
Dalrymple, Farel
9781596434219
The Wrenchies
First Second, 2014
$19.99 304 p.
It begins with a single demon in a cave. Soon, the world is overtaken by violent creatures which
prey on teenagers, turning them into monsters themselves. This graphic novel combines an
apocalyptic world, superhero and comic book lore, and a gang of warrior children. Dalrymple’s
aesthetic is raw, saturated – beautiful and terrible all at once. There’s an exactness to his scrawl.
The reader will find themselves dwelling on his scenes, looking for the winking details and small
moments of truth. There is a dreamlike quality here – the story goes beyond nonlinear to become
almost nonsensical, and perseverance sometimes requires patience and/or hypnosis. This is a work
which will primarily appeal to adults, or to idealistic, metaphorseeking deep thinkers. The
illustrations are stunning, the ideas grand – and graphic novel aficionados and freeassociating
minds will enjoy it the most. Recommended for upper high school and adults due to graphic
violence, language, and mature themes.
Grades: 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Additional Comments: Trade Paperback
Raina Sedore, Lacey Timberland Library
de Bonneval, Gwen & Matthieu Bonhomme
9781467708074
William and the Lost Spirit
Graphic Universe, 2013, 2015
This unusual graphic novel brings medieval gnostic philosophy to life by telling a truly gnostic tale.
On the one hand (as the cover implies, with a boy and goat riding a griffon, all three about to be
eaten by a giant fanged monster), it’s a tale of fantastic adventure: William’s quest to find his sister
and their dead father’s stillliving spirit. One that will take the reader to faraway mystical lands
populated by tribes of headless and dogfaced men, the Lost Kingdom of Prester John, and talking
flowers that sprout, bloom, wither and die in the course of a single conversation. On the other hand
it’s a realistic, and very realisticallydrawn story of a medieval political intrigue, ala Hamlet, with a
wicked wouldbe suitor in league with bandits, and a downatheels, but still honorable knight who
helps the William (the true heir) and his sister achieve justice.
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The hinge on which the two stories rest is a William’s aunt, a practitioner of occult knowledge: was
the father’s spirit truly speaking to them from beyond the grave? Was William’s mother the
unwitting cause of their father’s death as a result of stifling the same kind of native power that her
sister fully explored? Did William travel anywhere but in a dream? The only answer is that there is
no answer. The truly beautiful art perfectly suits the story, and teen readers will no doubt find the
characters and events intriguing. The publisher provided discussion questions in the back (a nice
touch, since the gnostic view of medieval Christianity, while perfectly suited to this tale, leaves a lot
to be desired visavis historical accuracy) as well as some of the source material (Pliny the Elder)
for the graphic novel. An interesting choice for a popular graphic novel collection or a high school
library’s.
Grades: 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Additional Comments: Translated from the French
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS
Doctorow, Cory & Jen Wang
9781596436589
In Real Life
First Second, 2014
$17.99 175 p.
In the introduction to this colorful graphic novel, Cory Doctorow points toward behavioral
economics as one reason for writing this book, which is the story of Anda, a teen girl who gets
involved with online gaming. She meets an older, more experienced person who persuades her to
join forces with her to win more points and cash. First they fight normal foes, but then they fight
tons of small, nondescript gold farmers – players who spend their time acquiring precious virtual
items and then selling them online for money they can spend. As Anda digs deeper, she learns that
the people playing the gold farmers are often poor Asians just trying to make a living themselves,
and that what seemed unfair early on masked a deeper problem of inequity.
While I enjoyed this book and the issues it raised, it might be hard sell for many teens, unless they
have expressed some interest in social justice issues. For those teens, I’d recommend this
wholeheartedly, and for grades 712.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Wally Bubelis  Seattle Public Library
Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan; illustrations by Gris Grimly
9780062293756
Sherlock Holmes in a Study in Scarlet
Balzer and Bray, 2015 (originally published 1887) $17.99 277 p.
The 2015 release of Sherlock Holmes in A Study in Scarlet is the original, unabridged story written
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle with new illustrations by Gris Grimly. “The scarlet thread of murder”
runs through this case in which Dr. James Watson meets Sherlock Holmes for the first time.
Watson observes as Holmes uses his deductive reasoning to solve two related London murders. The
finding of the first body, in an empty house with few apparent clues except for the word “RACHE”
scrawled in blood on the wall is baffling to the police, who call in Holmes for assistance. Holmes is
able to use what he observes in and around the body of the first victim to bring the murderer to
justice at his doorstep.
Grimley’s frequent and amusing illustrations serve to make the 1887 story accessible to a modern
reader. Part two of the book, which takes place in Mormon Country in the USA, may be a little
confusing until the reader recognizes some of the names of the protagonists and begins to do some
deductive reasoning of his or her own. Recommended for grades 7 and up.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Amber Peterson, Beaver Lake Middle School
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Easton, Tom
9780823432097
Seven Second Delay
Holiday House, 2014
$16.95 220 p.
Mila, a member of the thirdworld in this dystopia, breaks into the firstworld areas, despite the fact
she has lost her mentor, a rogue agent for the Ministry of Security in this Britainlike country. She
has a phone implanted in her brain, as do all citizens, that she can do anything with, but she also has
a bomb implanted in her head that she was not aware of. She escaped from the center where they
implanted the phone, but anything she sees can be seen by the agents hunting her mercilessly, only
on a 7second delay. She uses this delay to escape, over and over, from agents willing to kill others
to get to her. Very hightech, very actionpacked.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Michael Fleming  PCMS
Fama, Elizabeth
9780374360078
Plus One
Farrar, Strauss & Giroux, 2014
$17.99
The dropdead eyecatchingly cool cover caused me to pick up what I thought was just another
dystopian romance despite myself: and I'm glad I did. The author creates and alternate reality: our
modern world, with a twist. The early 1900s flu epidemic was much worse, and the U.S. and
Europe came up with a scheme to manage the fallout: Divide the world into two populations: day
and night shifters. By the early 21st century, the "rays" have become the social elite, and the
"smudges," the secondclass hewersofwood and drawersofwater. There's just enough social
mobility to coop the most intelligent and capable smudges into dayligher society, though at the cost
of completely abandoning their family. It's a novel take on the concept of trading freedom for
securityand putting both in jeopardy. This is one where older readers with background knowledge
of North Korea, Cuba, the U.S.S.R., "red" China and South Africa (to name a few) will actually find
the setup more probable than teen readers only familiar with the comfortable rightsintensive
modern (Western) world.
When Sol Le Couer fakes an injury so that she can get into daylighter hospital in order to kidnap her
nowRay brother's new baby, she sets in motion a series of events that will threaten to overturn the
current social order. All she wanted was to give their dying grandfather a chance to see his great
granddaughter before he passes, but before long she's on the run with a young Ray medical
apprentice (D'arcy Benoit), hiding from both day and nightsider authorities, forced to deal with the
mobsterscumgypsylike tribe called the Noma. This is a nasty criminal gang, very much like
similar groups that arose in the former Soviet Union, that mix rebellion against an oppressive
regime, with sexual trafficking and murder. From an offstage scene where a Noma girl uses sex as
a bribe to save the runaways from a corrupt cop, to the constant foul language the gangsters use,
most middle schools and some high school librarians may want to give this a lookthrough before
purchasing. Though Sol and D'Arcy start out as unwilling allies, they soon become friends, and then
lovers, their doomed romance driving the plot as much ast their attempts to stay free and deal with
the fallout from the kidnapping. Sol and D'Arcy take the reader through all facets of Ray and
Smudge Many popular tropes: the romance that begins with dislike, the obligatory sex scenes, are
all plot driven and part of the worldbuilding. This is one of those stories where the setting is a
character, too; and Fama does a great job getting it all to hang together. Plus One is first rate science
fiction as well as a decent teen romance/adventure.
With the caveat regarding the Noma (and the storytelling was good enough that I barely noticed it),
this is highly recommended for all public library collections, and most high school ones.
Grades: 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
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Kirsten Edwards, KCLS
Friends, Lizzie
9781440563959
Poor Little Dead Girls
Merit Press, 2014
$17.99
Sadie's prowess as a star high school athlete wins her a coveted fullride scholarship to an elite prep
school for her junior and senior year. Going from small town Oregon poverty, to rooming with two
English princesses seems like a dream come true. But from the moment a bag is placed over her
head and she's abducted and hazed, as part of an initiation into a secret society, it's clear that Sadie's
own personal historynot to mention her classmates'sand the school's set up are rather different
and more sinisterthan they appear.. Tempted by the money, status, and glamour of belonging the
most elite of the elite, it takes a while for Sadie to realize that the booze, free designer dresses and
sexy boytoys are bait to suck her and the students into a plot to  you guessed it  take over the
world. The author is a good storyteller, and has a deft touch with characterizations, so although my
eyes may never recover from the violent rolling that transpired as I discovered the Big Secret, I
suspect most teens who like Pretty Little Liars will gobble this one up. Middle schools will have to
consider the drugs, drinking, and unpleasant nonconsensual sex before purchase, but it's not much
worse than a Koontz thriller mashed up with Gossip Girls. Libraries that carry those should be okay
with this. Recommended... just.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS
Goerzen, Christy
9781459807389
The Big Apple Effect (Orca Currents)
Orca, 2014
$9.95 130 p.
Maddie is superexcited about her upcoming trip to Manhattan where her prizewinning art work
will be displayed in an art gallery. She and her best friend Anna plan their trip, which includes
Maddie’s list of 134 things she would like to do in her short time there. But when Maddie’s mom
surprises them with a visit on the second day, all their plans go to waste and tensions run high for
all. Grades 710.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
Gray, Claudia
9780062278968
A Thousand Pieces of You
Harper Teen, 2014 $17.99 357 p.
Marguerite’s brilliant physicist parents have just discovered a way to travel between dimensions,
and their two geniuslevel graduate students, Paul and Theo, have helped them invent the Firebird, a
tiny device that allows people to travel this way. The universe next door may be utterly different
than this one – the first section of the book takes place in a more advanced London, while the
second section occurs in a Russia that is nominally in the 21st century, but otherwise looks about
like 1900 tsarist Russia. In the opening scenes, Marguerite and Theo are pursuing Paul, who they
believe has killed Marguerite’s father and stolen the secrets to dimensional travel. The Firebird
allows them to know when anyone else has entered or left their dimension, but they can arrive
separated by many miles, and so when they both arrive in London, they must find Paul before he
finds them. However, they soon learn that a wealthy tycoon, Wyatt Conley, is also involved, and
when they leave London and arrive in Russia for a few weeks, Marguerite learns more about Paul’s
true intentions, and his love for her. Betrayals and tests of love follow them all from Russia to San
Francisco to an underwater research station.
I really enjoyed this science fiction romp through a number of alternate present dimensions, but
Marguerite, Paul, and Theo were unique characters whose perspectives on the grand scheme of
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things pulled me through. The science was briefly but reasonably explained, the settings were all
interesting, and the plot had plenty of twists (with at least two of them actually surprising me). A
sequel is next. Recommended for 9th12th grades, due to one sex scene.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Wally Bubelis  Seattle Public Library
Hale, Shannon
9781599901688
Dangerous
Bloomsbury, 2015
$17.99
From the beginning of the book: "Every superhero has an origin story: Mine began with a box of
cereal." and "Our team was shattered. Two of us left. Only one would walk away from this
encounter. But I didn't want to kill again. And I didn't want to die." This book is going to be a walk
in the park to booktalk. And it's really fun to read. Teenage Maisie Danger Brown knows that being
homeschooled and born without an arm, it's going to be tough, if not impossible, to realize her
dream of becoming an astronaut: even if she is supersmart. So how can she resist entering the
Blueberry Bonanza cereal contest to go away for three weeks to "Astronaut" campa camp,
moreover, owned by the genius billionaire inventor of the space elevator? Her middle name really
is "Danger," after all. Leaving her loving parents, best friend and familiar, if sheltered life behind
for three weeks is hard, but despite some initial prejudice, Maisie makes a real place for herself at
space camp. As readers become immersed in Maisie's attempt to cope with a wider world and her
first real romance, they never quite forget the ominous intro: and when the penny finally drops,
Maisie will find her life utterly transformed from ordinary teen to superhero. Hale's commitment
to making Maisie's adventures science fiction rather than pure superhero fantasy will probably
make some of the descriptions less appealing to readers who come for the girlpower romantic
adventure (though I found the description of the space elevator ascent and the scenes on the space
station to be really fun). Readers (such as myself) who come for the boy'sownactionadventure,
may find the romance at the center of the book off putting. But for the vast majority of readers who
like both, Hale hits the sweet spot, and as a bonus, is able to give us a teen having a wild adventure
and loving and committed parentsthe kid doesn't exist in a relationship vacuum and her choices
and adventures take place withinfor most girlswhat is a very realistic context. Hale doesn't shy
away from the moral dilemmas Maisie faces, and over the course of the novel the young teenager is
forced to grow up and take responsibility for her actions and other peopleeven if the desperate
need to do so is due to no fault of her own. It's nice, for a change, to have a character whose growth
arc doesn't start from the place "selfabsorbed brat." I found the romance sweet, passionate, and
heartbreaking by turns, and I appreciated that her "super hero origin story" was wellthought out
and plausible. Frankly, most of the SFromance out there is really, really stupid on the SF/science
side: Shannon Hale doesn't make me have to turn my brain off to enjoy her story. Divided into three
parts, each part is almost a novel (structurewise) of its own, and as three short connected books,
Dangerous, despite the publisher recommendations "high school" is really more of a middleschool
book.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade
Kirsten Edwards. KCLS
Hatfield, Ruth
9780805099980
The Book of Storms
Henry Holt, 2014
$16.99 357 p.
Danny O'Neill's parents have been stormchasers of a sort, ever since Danny's older sister was killed
in a storm years earlier. Now, during an extremely violent storm, they have disappeared, leaving
11year old Danny on his own. He goes after them, only to discover they have been kidnapped by
Sammael, a mythical being with real powers who wants to eliminate Danny too, and get the Book of
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Storms he has acquired. But, Danny does have a few things on his side, he can communicate with
animals and nature, his cousin Tom is with him, and he has the last remaining powerful piece of
wood from a tree in his yard destroyed in the bit storm that took his parents.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade
Michael Fleming  PCMS
Hobbe's End
9780544301764
Gabriel's Clock
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014
$16.99 286 p.
This book begins a new fantasy series that will really appeal to middle school students, especially
reluctant readers due to its fastpaced action and adventure. Jonathan, age 12, is the only halfangel
and halfdemon in the world and doesn’t even know it. Yet the archdemon, Belial, thinks that
Jonathan’s unique parentage has given the boy unique powers that would allow Belial to rule over
Heaven and Hell. Despite the best efforts of his parents, Jonathan’s world is turned upside down
one night when Belial’s minions, the Corvidae (Rook, Crow and Raven) destroy his family’s house,
resulting in his father’s kidnapping and his mother depositing him in the safe haven of Hobbe’s
End. Jonathan wakes up broken and battered in this peaceful village that promises sanctuary for any
who need it as it was formed when archangel Gabriel chose to fall to Earth in 1666. In this village,
Jonathan meets a bunch of wonderfully eclectic people, including living gargoyles, a talking cat and
a precocious girl, who all end up working together to try to protect Jonathan from Belial and find
this mysterious Gabriel’s Clock which could be the only thing to save them from a Hellish
battle.Tweens and teens will be anxious for the next book as this one leaves many unanswered
questions.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS
Johnson, Alaya Dawn
9780545417815
Love is the Drug
Arthur A. Levine Books, 2014
$17.99 332 p.
Emily Bird (known preferably as just “Bird”) is an affluent AfricanAmerican teenager attending a
prestigious private school in Washington, D.C. She has the perfect boyfriend, is planning on
attending a prestigious college, and everything seems to be going pretty ideally in her life – except
for the fact that the world is in a state of crisis due to the rapid spread of a terrifying and deadly
strain of the flu, known as the vflu. When Bird attends a party and ends up in the hospital after
blacking out, she starts to question everything she knew. Is her boyfriend really a good guy? Maybe
Coffee, the mysterious and attractive Brazilian drugdealer is better for her? Are her parents
involved in a vast international conspiracy somehow having to do with the vflu? This book
addresses weighty issues such as international politics, bioterrorism, loyalty, and friendship using a
refreshingly diverse cast of characters that truly reflects the diversity of the world we live in. Well
written and heady, Johnson’s book will probably be most enjoyed by upper highschoolers who like
complex, slowmoving stories with plenty of political intrigue and no easy answers. This is not a
book for people who need the plot to move forward swiftly – it is a much more meditative, internal
narrative. Readers with patience will be rewarded by a richly detailed, thoughtful story.
Grades: 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Sara Lachman, Olympia Timberland Library
Jones, Patrick
9781467739023
Controlled (The Alternative)
Darbycreek, 2014
$27.93 103 p.
StraightA student and goodytwoshoes Rachel is looking forward to starting her junior year in
high school, but a couple of days before school starts, she gets the news that her drugaddict aunt
34

has died and that her family will be taking in her cousin, Misty. Right from the start, Misty grates
on Rachel’s sensibilities and tries to hone in on her friends and life. Rebellious Misty causes all
sorts of drama and Rachel’s parents are unable to enforce boundaries. Despite things escalating out
of control, Rachel starts to see things from Misty’s perspective, but is it enough to save Misty from
her downward spiral? A hi/lo rapid read, Controlled and others in the series will appeal to fans of
the Orca Soundings series. Grades 710.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
Kontis, Alethea
9780544074071
Dearest (Woodcutter Sisters)
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2015
$17.99 282 p.
Friday Woodcutter’s life in the background as a wellloved seamstress is turned upsidedown when
she is nearly drowned in an ocean created by her tempestuous sister, Saturday. Forced to take up
residence in the castle with her sister, Queen Sunday, Friday works her hardest to help other
refugees streaming into the castle, escaping from the new ocean in their backyard. One evening
Friday finds seven brothers sleeping in the topmost castle tower. Looking on them she is irresistibly
drawn to one, Tristan, knowing even before she talks to him, that fate has brought them together.
The only problem? The seven brothers are cursed to take the form of swans during the day. It is up
to Friday to find a way to help the brothers break the curse. And in the process discover that she
might not be meant to stay in the background.
Dearest, by Alethea Kontis, is the third book in the Woodcutter Sisters series. The book stands
alone very well but fans of the series will appreciate learning about what Friday’s sisters are up to.
Recommended for grades 6 and up.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade
Amber Peterson, Beaver Lake Middle School
Lane, Andrew
9780374370909
Snake Bite
Farrar Strauss Giroux, 2012
$17.99 288 p.
I highly recommend this book and all the ones in the series for 7th grade and up. I chose this
because my school has a mystery writing elective for seniors and that teacher asked me to do a book
talk about mysteries for their independent reading, and so it was a perfect match. This series
follows Sherlock Holmes through his teenage years and this particular book starts right out with the
action. Sherlock has been kidnapped and wakes up on a boat and has no idea how he got there. He
becomes a member of the crew and everything is okay until the ship gets boarded by pirates. Later
in Shanghai the cook from his ship turns up dead, presumably from a snake bite, and Sherlock has
no idea if this has anything to do with a man who wears a veil like a beekeeper and has silver skin
and a freaky changeling kid that seems to do his bidding. The ending was surprising and the action
was fast paced and suspenseful all throughout. Great choice for reluctant readers. A student in the
mystery writing class who is also a BD kid got it from me right away and loves it, so that proves my
reluctant reader theory. This series has also been endorsed by the Arthur Conan Doyle foundation.
What is not to like?
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Kathleen Dunbar Eastlake High School
Little, Kimberley Griffiths
9780062194978
Forbidden
Harper, 2014
$17.99 389 p.
Set in ancient Mesopotamia, Jayden and her family are part of a nomadic tribe who trace their
lineage to Abraham. As the tribe prepares to travel to the summer lands, tragedy strikes. Jayden’s
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mother unexpectedly goes in to labor and with no one there to assist, she dies in childbirth. While
burying her mother in the desert a stranger, Kadesh, appears. He is injured and tradition says they
must offer him help and hospitality. Even in the midst of her grief, there is a spark between Jayden
and Kadesh, and as he travels north with them he earns the respect of her father. But, Jayden has
already been promised to another man, Horeb, the future leader of their tribe. Horeb is not a good
person and when he feels threatened, his actions become increasingly ugly. Left on her own when
Kadesh leaves to reconnect with his family, Jayden must turn her back on tradition and expectations
in order to escape Horeb’s clutches. This historical romance should appeal to readers who like
tragedy with their love stories. If you have students interested in ancient cultures you might point
this out to them as well. All is not resolved by the end as this is the first in a trilogy. Booklist makes
a note of this fitting in the “new adult” category, but I don’t recall anything overt that wouldn’t
make it ok for grades 9+.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School
Mac, Carrie
9781459807150
The Way Back (Orca Soundings)
Orca, 2014
$9.95 161 p.
Colby’s drugaddict dad has walked out on her and now she’s living with new friends Gigi, Milo,
and their Gram. The three steal to feed their drug habits, and now Colby has become part of their
team. When Colby finds herself pregnant, she checks herself into rehab for the sake of the baby, all
the while unsure of what to do with the baby. Over the course of rehab, she decides to keep the
baby and finally tells Milo (gay) he’s the father. Milo’s up to the task and the two of them, plus the
baby, and new rehab friend Jordan, form a supportive family unit. Unfortunately, Gigi does not fare
as well, spiraling into a drug addict lifestyle from which she never recovers. The way back is a
story of redemption and hope that will appeal to teens struggling with their own demons. Grades 9
12.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
Magoon, Kekla
9780805098693
How it went down
Henry Holt, 2014
$17.99 325 p.
The facts are that Tariq Johnson was shot down on the sidewalk in broad daylight by one Jack
Franklin who hopped out of his car and shot Tariq point blank. What is not so clear is how it all
went down. Was Tariq holding a gun? Did he rob the convenience store? Was he sporting gang
colors? Was he even in the gang? Was Brian Trellis fearful for his life? Why did Jack Franklin even
feel the need to get involved? Nothing is clear because everyone saw things a little differently.
Jack Franklin claims selfdefense and is quickly released from custody; but other evidence says
Tariq did nothing wrong as was holding nothing more than a Snickers bar for his sister. How it
Went Down is told from a variety of perspectives (sometimes too many) from family members to
witnesses, community members to outoftowners who have come for the story. Nothing is black
and white except for the skin of the deceased and the shooter, respectively. Timely in its ripped
fromtheheadlines plot and focus on race relations, How it Went Down is definitely a book kids
will want to read. Grades 7+.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
Maihack, Mike
The Thief and the Sword (Cleopatra in Space  Book Two)

9780545528450
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Graphix/ Scholastic Inc., 2015
$12.99 192 p.
This graphic novel continues where Cleopatra in Space, Book One: Target Practice left off. After a
thief steals the ancient sword that Cleo recovered in the first book she is consumed with wanting to
get it back, but those in charge don't want her to risk her life as she is named in a prophecy as
supposedly being the hero of the galaxy. Relegated to attending a Winter Dance she is unhappy and
anxious about spending time on things which she views as silly rather than increasing her ray gun
shooting accuracy and planning defense strategies against possible enemy attacks. However, at the
end of the novel she is given the opportunity to carry out a mission to find two tablets  the one
which mysteriously transported her into the future to Planet Mayet where she lives now and the one
which could reverse the action and send her back to her home. Of course, it is a race against time as
the tablets could fall into enemy hands with rather dire consequences. Fans of the first novel will be
interested in following Cleo's adventure in this second installment, however, the number of pages
devoted to various chase scenes seemed long and tedious at times. The third novel in this graphic
series will most surely pick up where the story left off  the actual mission to recover the tablets.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade
Additional Comments: This could definitely go lower to 4th and 5th grade
Jeri Mason, Olympic Middle School, Auburn
Marillier, Juliet
9780375869563
The Caller (Shadowfell)
Alfred A. Knopf, 2014
$17.99 437 p.
The Rebels of Shadowfell continue to plan to overthrow the evil King Keldec and their hopes are
pinned on the Caller Neryn. Two of the four Guardians have taught her skills in calling the fey and
she sets out to learn from the others. Her travels are interrupted when her companion is caught in
the power of the king’s Caller who uses brutal methods to force the fey to his will. She instead
makes her way to Summerfort in the guise of a healer to position herself for the coming battle at the
midsummer gathering. The king plans to demonstrate his power over the fey and the rebels plan to
fight. When she arrives, she finds that her love, Flint, is there also, teaching the fey to fight against
the rebels. He is constantly walking a fine line between keeping the king’s confidence and preparing
for battle as an undercover rebel.
This is the third and rewarding final book in the series. It would be confusing to read without the
background of the other two books. The characters are strong individuals and friends and the ending
is satisfying. The books would be enjoyed by fans of Marchetta’s Froi of the Exiles and Maas’s
Assassin series.Recommended.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian
Marriott, Zoe
9780763669577
The Name of the Blade
Candlewick, 2014
$16.99 368 p.
She thought she was just borrowing the katana from her parents’ attic for a costume. Little did she
realize what she would awaken. Mio finds herself running from and then hunting down a
Nekomata, or cat monster. Along the way, she is accompanied by her fishnetswearing best friend,
a swoony ancient guy, and a skulk of Kitsune. This quest has all the markers of a juicy romantic
action movie. Mio and her friends battle mystical forces, climb magic and architectural wonders,
and feel destined for each other in all the appropriate places. Anyone who enjoys the idea of
Japanese mythology mashed with urban London will likely enjoy this pulpy adventure.
Recommended for middle school and high school audiences.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Raina Sedore, Lacey Timberland Library
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Martin, Ann. M.
9780312643003
Rain Reign
Feiwel and Friends, 2014
$16.99 226 p.
There's a lot to (too, two) like about this bittersweet book about fifthgrader Rose (rows) Howard
who obsessively loves homonyms. She named her dog Rain not only because she was found during
a rainstorm, but also because rain has a homonym (reign). It's no secret that Rose falls on the
autistic spectrum, as she must follow routines and keep her ever increasing list of homonyms.
Whenever life events force her to change routines, she gets . Another way Rose differs from her
classmates is that whenever she sees people breaking (braking) the rules, she immediately gets upset
and has to inform everyone that a rule is being broken. Rose can no (know) longer ride the school
bus because she yelled at the driver for not (knot) making a complete stop. Also, Rose has her own
aide who sits next to her all day and helps her cope. Mrs. Leibler will rest her hand on Rose's arm if
she blurts out during math or ask her if she needs to step into the hall for a moment when Rose gets
worked up. It’s just Rose and her almostabusive dad at home and his lack of patience with her
behavior makes things difficult for Rose and Rain. They both learn to stay out of his way when he’s
angry, but when he lets Rain outside during a storm and she fails to return, Rose’s life crumples.
Luckily, Rose’s uncle is there to help and together they begin looking for Rain. As Rose repeatedly
asks her dad why he let her dog out during a storm, his frustration level increases dangerously. Can
Rose figure out what happened to her beloved dog before her dad’s anger leads to violence?
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade
Additional Comments: also works for grades 45
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS
McBride, Lish
9780805098624
Firebug
Henry Holt, 2014
$17.99 328 p.
Ava can start fires with her mind, not a bad superpower, except her rare power is exceptionally
useful to the Coterie; a guild of paranormal creatures who have put Ava unwillingly into a contract
to do their bidding. With each 'favor' Ava performs, her resentment grows until the day she defies
an order from Venus, the Coterie leader.
Firebug is a hilarious, actionpacked book. In spite of a little slowness at the beginning the plot
moves along at a great pace. Lish McBride adds humor throughout, which is timely delivered
during intense action sequences. She has a gift for creating fabulous secondary characters with lots
of personality.This was a thoroughly enjoyable read and I would recommend it for middle school on
up.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Katy Olson, Lindbergh High School
McClintock, Norah
9781459805378
From the Dead (The Seven Sequels)
Orca, 2014
$10.95 268 p.
This book is part of the series which features the sequels to the first adventures of seven grandsons
who each previously performed some special, yet dangerous, task for their grandfather who had
recently died and left them the missions in his will. Just like the first books, these sequels can also
be read in any order. Each of the books is written by a different author, with each author returning
for the sequels. The premise for the sequels is that 12 passports were found with their grandfather’s
picture on them, but different names. Each passport is for a different country and corresponds to a
notebook full of cryptic notes about each country. The grandsons decide to divide up the clues and
countries in order to learn more about their mysterious grandfather. In this actionpacked adventure,
teen Rennie is in Uruguay on vacation when he is asked to go to Argentina to check out a passport
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and notes that imply his grandfather might have been a spy during World War II and helped a Nazi
war criminal escape. Following a dim trail of clues, Rennie ends up in the worst neighborhoods in
Detroit and learns the hard way how a tough of a city it is when he ends up on the wrong side of the
law. This whole series will appeal to reluctant readers, especially guys, who will relish the fastpace
and want to keep reading to find out what was really going on with the grandfather. These are great
choices for readers ready for something meatier than the typical Orca Soundings or Currents.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS
Meyer, L.A.
9780544217775
Wild Rover No More (Bloody Jack Series)
Houghton MIfflin Harcourt, 2014
$17.99 355 p.
The cover illustration shows Jacky facing a noose once again, and the subtitle is "Being the Last
Recorded Account of the Life & Times of Jacky Faber." Has Jacky come to her untimelybutnot
unforeseen end at last? Well, certainly not before she disguises herself as a governess, runs away
with the circus, and involves nearly all her friends in a desperate escape plan. And even then, how
could the authorities hang our merry lass?
Jacky's fulltilt adventures are brought to a quick conclusion in this twelfth and final novel in the
Bloody Jack Series. There is a distinct air of abruptness to the last third of the narrative; the author
made no secret of his plan to prewrite the final chapters in the series so that they could be clipped
on to the existing storyline at almost any point if he became unable to continue writing the story,
and that is clearly the case with this book. Still, the story is fast, fun, and satisfying, and a
recommended read for those who love the series and newcomers seeking a ripping good adventure
story.
RIP, L.A. Meyer, you did well. Ages 13 to adult; some minor cussing, kissing and bloodshed, but
all sexual situations are offpage.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Aarene Storms, KCLS
Monir, Alexandra
9780385743891
Suspicion
Delacorte Press, 2014
$17.99 295 p.
This gothic mysterysuspense story tries to be a YA homage to Rebecca, but doesn’t quite make it.
However, teens unaware of Daphne du Maurier’s legacy will likely enjoy this interesting and
entertaining dark family mystery with a dash of romance thrown in.The family of Rockford Manor
has presided over the English village of Wickersham for generations. Ten yearold Imogene
Rockford has always loved spending summers with her aristocratic family in England; her
grandfather is the Duke of Wickersham. She is sisterly close to her older cousin, Lucia. Yet for
some mysterious reason, Imogene’s parents have always lived in New York City, only returning to
the family’s estate in the summer.When a tragic fire kills Imogene’s parents, aunt, and uncle that
summer, her Wickersham relatives are shocked that the will of Imogene’s parents stipulate that she
will remain in New York with close friends. Time passes as Imogene tries forgetting her losses until
7 years later when tragedy forces her return to England as the Duchess of Wickersham as she’s the
only surviving heir. Can Imogene figure out what’s going on before she’s the next to die in this long
line of suspicious family deaths? Thrown in the mysteriously sinister housekeeper (reminiscent of
Mrs. Danvers) and her eerie daughter, along with the love interest of her childhood, and the list of
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people that Imogene isn’t sure she can trust continues to grow. Captivating characters will hold
students’ interest as well as a cryptic clue from Imogene’s dad about the estate’s maze.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS
Nickerson, Jane
9780385752862
The Mirk and Midnight Hour
Alfred A. Knopf, 2014
$16.99 371 p.
Scottish ballad Tam Lin richly recast into Civil War era Mississippi. Violet, still grieving the loss of
her twin brother in a recent battle, is content to spend the remainder of the war quietly on her small
farm with her best friend and servant, Laney, and her husband and baby. But her father, headed to
the fighting front himself, surprises her by marrying a local widow, leaving her with a laudanum
addicted stepmother and a beautiful but silly stepsister. The arrival of her two cousins, the
deceptively charming blockaderunner Dorian and the young and unhappy Seeley, further
complicate things. Although awkward at first, the group begins to form bonds, especially as Violet
takes Seeley on outdoor adventures to pull him from his shell. One day, deep in the woods, the pair
discovers a wounded Union soldier, Thomas, who is being minimally cared for the mysterious Van
Zeldts, a group with unusual healing powers. Initially repulsed by his allegiance, Violet finds
herself drawn to Thomas and his quick mind and visits him regularly. Soon, dark deeds both on the
farm and in the forest test Violet’s love and loyalty. An enjoyable fairy tale retelling that avoids
caricatures by adding realistic struggles and relationships and focusing on the people more than the
magic.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Sarah Evans, University of Washington
Peacock, Shane
9781459805347
Double You (The Seven Sequels)
Orca, 2014
$10.95 256 p.
This book is part of the series which features the sequels to the first adventures of seven grandsons
who each previously performed some special, yet dangerous, task for their grandfather who had
recently died and left them the missions in his will. Just like the first books, these sequels can also
be read in any order. Each of the books is written by a different author, with each author returning
for the sequels. The premise for the sequels is that 12 passports were found with their grandfather’s
picture on them, but different names. Each passport is for a different country and corresponds to a
notebook full of cryptic notes about each country. The grandsons decide to divide up the clues and
countries in order to learn more about their mysterious grandfather. In this actionpacked adventure,
teen Adam journeys to Bermuda as he follows his clues of a Walther PPK pistol and a note accusing
his grandfather of being a traitor and deserving to die. Just knowing his grandfather had the same
gun as James Bond, gets Adam pondering the possibilities that his grandfather was a spy. Along the
way, he not only experiences plenty of neardeath mishaps, he also ends up with his own ‘Bond
girl’ named Angel that shows him just how complicated relationships can be. This whole series will
appeal to reluctant readers, especially guys, who will relish the fastpace and want to keep reading
to find out what was really going on with the grandfather. These are great choices for readers ready
for something meatier than the typical Orca Soundings or Currents.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS
Polak, Monique
Hate Mail (Orca Currents)

Orca, 2014

9781459807754
$9.95 132 p.
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Jordie’s cousin Todd has autism and is therefore bullied at school. Jordie tries to distance himself
from his cousin because he doesn’t want to become a target of bullying by proxy, but that starts to
change after an anonymous person sends scathing hate mail to Todd’s mother. Predictable. Grades
710.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
Rabb, Margo
9780062322395
Kissing in America (ARC)
Harper, 2015
$17.99 392 p.
I highly recommend this book for middle school and up. A caesura is a pause in poetry, a silence
between words. And in this superbly moving story the main character uses it as a metaphor for the
meaning of true friendship; the ability to be with someone in silence, especially when you’ve
screwed up and hope they can forgive you. Eva is a teenager in New York City dealing with the
death of her father who was in an airplane crash, and struggling to not only process that traumatic
event but also her mother’s inability to cope with life. Eva’s best friend Annie is also an important
character, because although the story’s main theme is romance vs reality, the kind of love that two
best friends have for each other is expertly developed and described in this unique and amazing
story. Early on Eva gets a crush on Will, and when he suddenly moves to the west coast comes up
with an idea to follow him there that involves Annie. She convinces Annie to join a quiz show
contest for the smartest girl in America, and their trip out to the west coast on a Greyhound bus with
Eva’s ultra conservative Aunt Janet is hysterical. There is also a lot of tension between Eva’s at
first unquenchable need to escape by reading those guilty pleasure romance novels, like Cowboys
on Fire, to slowly being able to live in the real world and the present moment. I also like that there
is a strong message for girls about not beating ourselves up when we go a little boy crazy, and also
encouragement to learn to love ourselves and to be adventurous. The only thing I don’t like about
this book is the title. I think it should be Cowboys on Fire.
Grades: 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Kathleen Dunbar Eastlake High School Library
Richmond, Caroline Tung
9780545629881
The Only Thing to Fear
Scholastic, 2014
$17.99 280 p.
It is 80years after the end of World War II, and the Axis has won the war. The Nazis are in control
of the Eastern half of the United States, and the Japanese have taken control of the West. The
Nazi’s genetic experiments during the war were successful, and the creation of a breed of super
soldiers with immense super powers (known as Anomalies) clinched the Axis victory. Washington,
D.C. has been renamed Neuberlin, and nonGermans live in fear. One of these nonGermans is
Zara, a halfJapanese teen girl living in Nazi territory with her uncle, a member of the underground
Alliance deadset on removing the Nazis from power. Zara has a secret: not only is she a halfbreed
(as the Nazis term her), but she is an Anomaly with the power to harness the wind. An Anomaly
who may just be the key to the Alliance’s success in taking down the Nazis for good.
Turning
the popular dystopia genre on its head by using realworld historical villains, Richmond has created
a pageturning adventure filled with espionage, alternate history, budding romance, and super
powers. World War II buffs and dystopia fans alike will find a lot to like about the fastpaced story
and spunky teen heroine.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Sara Lachman, Olympia Timberland Library
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Salisbury, Graham
9780375842665
Hunt for the Bamboo Rat (Prisoners of the Empire)
Wendy Lamb Books, 2014 $16.99 323 p.
WWII spy/POW adventure featuring a JapaneseAmerican young adult in the Philippines. Zenji
Watanabe is a 17yearold Nisei living in Honolulu with his mom, an older brother, and an older
sister. Educated in American and Japanese cultures, he is proficient in both languages as well as
knowledgeable of the other languages he’s encountered in Hawaii. In the summer of 1941, this
makes him a valuable asset and his former JROTC officer recruits Zenji for Army intelligence
work. With minimal training, he is sent to live in Manila, posing as a civilian worker living at a
hotel with Japanese businessmen. His job is to keep his eyes and ears open and pass along
information under the code name “Bamboo Rat.” But as time marches on, Zenji’s circumstances
change multiple times, exposing him to both the best and the worst of mankind in times of war. His
memories of home and Buddhist training help him maintain his humanity. Inspired by a truestory,
the novel moves quickly through four years of experiences while still conveying Zenji’s internal
struggles with racism, brutality, and what it means to be at war with a people. The short chapters
and action driven writing makes it a solid choice for reluctant older readers, though more
sophisticated readers might wish for more exposition throughout. Part of Salisbury’s Prisoners of
the Empire “series”, it is a complete standalone story with a satisfying ending.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Sarah Evans, University of Washington
Scott, Jerry and Jim Borgman
978006
2228536
Zits: Shredded (ARC)
HarperCollins, 2014
$9.99 208 p.
The comic strip, Zits, has made the leap from the funny pages to children’s books. This is the
second offering by the authors and is targeted to the illustrated chapter book audience (and to fans
of the comics strip!) Jeremy and his friends, Pierce and Hector, have converted their rundown van
into running on veggie oil and now constantly smell like french fries. His parents are going out of
town for a dental convention and Jeremy is tasked to bring the Pilates machine back to grandma
while they are gone. Jeremy and friends, aka the band Goat Cheese Pizza, take the opportunity to
drive all the way to Sheboygan to create an album (it was a Groupon deal.) The girls are selling the
albums at their public service fundraiser Sunscreen for Freckled Children and they have a strict
timeline.
The illustrations are integral to the story as they bridge paragraphs and highlight the teen hijinks.
The best audience will be in middle school.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian
Scott, Victoria
9780545537483
Salt and Stone (First book was Fire & Flood) Scholastic Press, 2015
$17.99
Salt and Stone by Victoria Scott picks up right where her first book, Fire and Flood (2014), ended.
Tella Holloway and her remaining fellow contenders in the Brimstone Bleed are recovering from
the first two brutal challenges in the jungle and the desert and are now preparing physically and
mentally for the dangers that they will face in the next stage: the ocean and the mountains. All the
contenders are competing for a promised cure for a loved one who was infected by the creators of
the Bleed and some, including Tella, also seek revenge against these creators. The action is non
stop as Tella and her small group of friends battle obstacles and the torturous challenges put before
them even as their trust in each other is put to the test. Tella’s relationship with Guy, another
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contender, becomes strained as she begins to resist his attempts to protect her. As Guy learns to
accept Tella’s strength and the reliance on each other becomes mutual, their relationship is able to
grow.
Tella’s selfrealization of her strengths and abilities even as she struggles to survive the horrible
traps and tests of the Bleed make her a heroine to root for. The animalrobot “Pandora”
companions with which each contender bonds are a very cool part of the adventure. Recommend
this book to fans of The Hunger Games or The Maze Runner but encourage them to read Salt and
Stone first.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade
Amber Peterson, Beaver Lake Middle School
Scrimger, Richard
9781459805316
The Wolf and Me (The Seven Sequels)
Orca, 2014
$10.95 230 p.
This book is part of the series which features the sequels to the first adventures of seven grandsons
who each previously performed some special, yet dangerous, task for their grandfather who had
recently died and left them the missions in his will. Just like the first books, these sequels can also
be read in any order. Each of the books is written by a different author, with each author returning
for the sequels. The premise for the sequels is that 12 passports were found with their grandfather’s
picture on them, but different names. Each passport is for a different country and corresponds to a
notebook full of cryptic notes about each country. The grandsons decide to divide up the clues and
countries in order to learn more about their mysterious grandfather. In this actionpacked adventure,
teen Bunny is kidnapped and not understanding what’s going on and why his keepers are asking
him questions about his grandfather’s papers. As Bunny is mentallychallenged, his narration is
disjointed, marked by phonetic misspellings and overall confusion. Can Bunny use his ice skating
skills to get him out of this tough spot? Maybe he can call on his inner wolf to find the courage and
knowledge to succeed. This whole series will appeal to reluctant readers, especially guys, who will
relish the fastpace and want to keep reading to find out what was really going on with the
grandfather. These are great choices for readers ready for something meatier than the typical Orca
Soundings or Currents books. However, this book’s narration might be too confusing for a lower
reader as it can be tough to follow at times.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS
Shabazz, Ilyasah with Kekla Magoon
97807636
69676
X: A Novel (ARC)
Candlewick Press, 2015
$16.99 384 p.
Most of us know Malcolm X the activist, but we are less likely to know his journey to become an
activist. This historical novel written by Malcolm’s daughter, is a fictionalized account of his teen
and young adult years. Born Malcolm Little, he grew up in Lansing, Michigan. His parents were
firm believers in the teachings of Marcus Garvey, and were leaders in their local black community.
Unfortunately, this leadership was likely the cause of his father’s death. Malcolm really struggled
after his father’s death – the family was split apart, and although he was very successful in school
he was told he couldn’t dream big just because he was black. This also made it harder and harder
for Malcolm to believe in his father’s teachings. At 16, Malcolm moved to Boston to live with a
halfsister. He was not interested in school, but was fascinated by the street life and learned to
hustle. This choice took him down a long road of trouble and away from his father’s vision.
Malcolm’s story is one of redemption. It illustrates that it is never too late to change your path and
future. I think this idea is really important for today’s teens to understand. Students interested in
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social justice will be equally inspired by this novel. The authors do not shy away from the language
used during this time which could make the novel uncomfortable for some readers. The last section
includes a timeline, historical context as well as information on which characters are real people and
which were composites. Recommend Grades 9+.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School
Sheldon, Dyan
9780763677053
The truth about my success (ARC)
Candlewick, 2015
$16.99
Paloma Rose plays an angel on TV, but she's no angel in real life. When her bad behaviour
threatens her career  and her parents' and agent's livelihood, she is packed off to brat camp and a
waitress who looks, if not like her twin but at least her sister, is groomed to pose as Paloma. Oona,
the waitress, can't help being lovable in a very unPaloma way which helps ratings soar, but doesn't
endear her to Paloma's controlling mother. Oona soon realizes that even an angel might turn into a
brat with a mother like that, and when she runs into Paloma who has escaped from camp, they hatch
a plan that will improve both of their lives. A fun read full of sly humor.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade
Suzanne Sanderson, Plymouth Library
Shepard, Sara
9780062074522
The Good Girls (Sequel to The Perfectionists) (ARC)
Harper Teen, 2015
$17.99 341 p.
I highly recommend this book for 9th grade and up, especially for students who liked Ten by
Gretchen McNeil. And like that book there are some grisly things that might not fly in middle
school. This series is based on the murder mystery “And Then There Were None” by mystery
master Agatha Christie. A group of high school girls in a wealthy area of Seattle (probably Mercer
Island ish) in the first book all have a film class together where they discuss how they would murder
anyone who had wronged them. That conversation and notes that were taken about their list
continues to haunt them in this fantastic sequel after more characters have died and the culprit
seems too slippery for anyone to catch. Along with the masterful suspense that Shepard creates,
there is the idea of being perfect and competing in soccer, music, and popularity, that cast an even
errier and spooky shadow on the entire story. It’s like the pressure to be perfect produces a type of
very ugly insanity that the different characters try to keep secret, and the presence of perfection with
horror creates a very unique paradox. I love it when I can’t tell who the murderer is, and my brain
was constantly doing gymnastics to try and figure it out. This story reveals some parts of who the
culprit is, but there is still reasonable doubt about other characters that might still be involved with
this extremely complex plot. And even outside of the murder plot Shepard does a great job of
exploring the true meaning of friendship and how stressful situations can bring out both the worst
and the best in people. I can’t wait for book 3, although the way it ends it could be concluded, but
there is definitely room for a 3rd book. If there is a 3rd book I hope it is out soon. I let a student
read this first and the student loved it, so it isn’t just my own obsession with this author (I think I
have hit superfan status).
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Kathleen Dunbar Eastlake High School Library
Smith, Jeff
Bone: Out From Boneville, Tribute Edition (Bone, vol. 1)
Graphix (Scholastic), 2015
$14.99 185 p.

9780545800709
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Many cover blurbs like to claim that the book they grace is "a timeless classic." This story really is.
The funny looking cartoon "Bone" characters combine humor and pathos as they voyage into what
seems like a charming fantasyfairy tale and becomes an epic adventure. Think "Bugs Bunny"
successfully crossed with The Lord of the Rings, with gorgeous, brushpainted artwork. In 2005 the
original blackandwhite comic was rereleased in full color. Now, 10 years later, this anniversary
edition, handsomely bound, includes a new short cartoon by Jeff Smith as well as what in DVDs
would be called "Bonus material": 8 new full page illustrations by Smith, plus 15 bonus cartoons by
modern comic book artists inspired by the series, including Kazu Kibuishi, Raina Telgemeier, Doug
TenNapel and Craig Thompson. Eight pages from book two: The Great Cow Race, round out this
edition. An excellent choice for libraries looking to replace worn copies of book one, or add
additional copies of this essential graphic novel series to the collection
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS
Smith, Roland
9780545564861
Beneath
Scholastic Press, 2015
$16.99 264 p.
Thirteen yearold Pat and his older brother Coop have always had a very close relationship, perhaps
as a result of parents who are more concerned with their professional careers and lives than with
their children. Coop, 18, marches to a different drummer than most teenagers; he has no friends,
doesn’t drive, use the phone or email, collects flashlights, and has a penchant for tuna fish
sandwiches. He involves Pat in his plan to dig a secret tunnel under the streets of Washington, DC,
which ends disastrously when a gas line explosion nearly buries them both underground. Coop
runs away after an argument with his parents and is not heard from until a year later. Pat receives a
package with a digital voice recorder and a message from Coop that leads him to New York in
hopes of finding his brother. Pat discovers that Coop has joined the Community, an underground
society called the Pod. Pat is able to make it to the Pod only to discover that Coop has gone further
underground into the Deep, the home of an extremely dangerous group of people holding Coop.
With the help of a girl named Kate and despite suffering from claustrophobia, Pat’s love for Coop
sustains his drive to make it through the dangerous and cramped tunnels in an effort to find his
brother and bring him home. Smith has created an original story which is bound to be popular with
mystery and adventure fans. Smith’s use of a dark and dangerous underground setting, intense
character relationships, and a suspenseful plot not only touches on the themes of nonconformity
and social rebellion, but also explores the idea of how easily a cultlike society can be hidden within
the broader society. A sequel titled Above is currently in the works.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Jeri Mason, Olympic Middle School, Auburn
Staunton, Ted
9781459805491
Coda (The Seven Sequels)
Orca, 2014
$10.95 205 p.
This book is part of the series which features the sequels to the first adventures of seven grandsons
who each previously performed some special, yet dangerous, task for their grandfather who had
recently died and left them the missions in his will. Just like the first books, these sequels can also
be read in any order. Each of the books is written by a different author, with each author returning
for the sequels. The premise for the sequels is that 12 passports were found with their grandfather’s
picture on them, but different names. Each passport is for a different country and corresponds to a
notebook full of cryptic notes about each country. The grandsons decide to divide up the clues and
countries in order to learn more about their mysterious grandfather. In this actionpacked adventure,
teen Spencer is off to find out what happened to his mentally disadvantaged brother, Bunny. No one
45

seems to believe him when he tells them Bunny was kidnapped. As he races along from one
adventure to another (including an alligator attack in a motel room), his friend AmberLea helps him
track the clues that might finally explain whether or not his grandfather was a spy. This whole series
will appeal to reluctant readers, especially guys, who will relish the fastpace and want to keep
reading to find out what was really going on with the grandfather. These are great choices for
readers ready for something meatier than the typical Orca Soundings or Currents books.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS
Summer, Mary Elizabeth
9780385744065
Trust Me, I’m Lying
Delacorte, 2014
$17.99 326 p.
The only way for Julep to afford the tuition at her fancy private school is to run cons for hire. Rather
be a model then go to NYU? Julep can set you up with a fake application, a fake interview and a
fake acceptance  your parents will never know where their money really went. Everything Julep
knows about cons she learned from her dad, which is why when she discovers him missing and the
apartment tossed, she knows he must have gotten in over his head. If she can put together the trail of
clues he left behind she might be able to find him. Yes it will be dangerous, but what choice does
she have? Julep is a great character – smart and sassy. Mystery lovers should have no trouble
getting on board and will be pleased this is the first in a new series. Although the best friend vs. cute
boy love triangle is stereotypical, its outcome isn’t. Highly enjoyable, grades 7+.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School
Sussman, Elissa
9780062274557
Stray
Greenwillow Books, 2014
$17.99 368 p.
Seemingly inspired in equal parts by Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale and traditional fairy
tales, Stray is the story of 16yearold Aislynn, a princess living in an extremely misogynistic
society. Women are born with magic, but are taught to repress it from the time it appears (usually
around puberty). Girls must be married by the time they turn 17 so their husband can watch over
them and make sure they do not stray from the Path. Aislynn is a princess, attending balls and
entertaining suitors, but when she has an episode of uncontrolled magic during her Introduction
Ball, she is Redirected to a new Path – that of a fairy godmother. Fairy godmothers have one role in
life – watch over their assigned princess, serve her, and report all instances of her straying from the
Path. During her journey down her new Path, Aislynn begins to realize that perhaps she wants more
to life than happily ever after. Sussman deftly builds her world, weaving loads of exposition
gracefully into the fastpaced narrative. There is the requisite love story, but it is refreshingly not
the main focus of the, and Aislynn’s transformation from naive princess to empowered woman is
wonderful to watch unfold. Lovers of both dystopian fiction and fairy tale retellings will devour this
story.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Sara Lachman, Olympia Timberland Library
Tamaki, Jillian and Mariko Tamaki
9781596437746
This One Summer
FirstSecond, 2014
$17.99 318 p.
Rose and her parents spend every summer relaxing on the shores of Awago Beach. This year
everything is different as Rose’s mom is anxious, edgy, and sad. Nothing can bring her out of her
funk, not even a visit from her sister. Rose spends her days with her younger, rambunctious friend,
Windy, swimming, playing, and watching all of the horror movies available at the local snack shop.
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Rose is fascinated with the teenage clerk and gets caught up in observing the dramatic soap opera
between the local teens. The summer unfolds as she struggles to weather her mother’s depression
and her own changing interests.
The familiar summer routines, giddy moments, and deep boredom are captured in moody black and
white. The depth of raw emotions makes this graphic novel for an older audience than that of the
popular titles of Telgemeier.
Grades: 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Additional Comments: Graphic Novel
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian
Torres, J.
9781554537112
Into the Woods (Bigfoot Boy)
Kids Can Press, 2012
$17.95 100 p.
Rufus travels from the city to stay with his grandmother in her country home when his parents go
away for a few days. What Rufus assumes will be a long and boring weekend quickly turns into one
filled with adventure, a little magic, and new friendships (animal and human.) When Rufus finds
himself lost in the forest for the second day in a row, he discovers a magical totem necklace with
the word Sasquatch written on it. When Rufus says it aloud he is transformed into "Bigfoot Boy"
complete with fur and the ability to converse with animals. Various hijinks involving a squirrel
named Sidney, a chase involving the neighbor girl, Penny, (the selfproclaimed "owner" of the
forest), a late night search for her when she turns up missing, and a ransom request by a pack of
wolves whose terms include the release of their hostage in exchange for the totem necklace. This
book is the first installment in the new Bigfoot Boy graphic novel series. Featuring multi
generational characters and themes of bravery and friendship (of both the human and animal kind)
this humorous telling should appeal to those seeking adventure along with a little magic.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade
Jeri Mason, Olympic Middle School, Auburn
Warga, Jasmine
9780062324672
My Heart and Other Black Holes
Balzer + Bray, 2015
$17.99 320 p.
Aysel Seran is shopping for a suicide partner. Deeply depressed because her father murdered a
young Olympic hopeful in their small Kentucky town of Langston, Aysel (rhymes with Gazelle) is
worried that she might turn out to be broken like her father. She thinks about death and dying a lot,
and wonders where her energy will go after she stops breathing. On the website Smooth Passages,
Aysel finds the post of a user called FrozenRobot to be promising. When they meet, FrozenRobot
turns out to be a 17yearold boy named Roman, who can't live with the guilt of a family tragedy
any longer. After deciding that they will take the plunge together in just a few weeks, Aysel and
Roman slowly get to know each other. Both of them know that if they are going to die successfully,
trust is a requirement. But amidst all of her pain and depression, Aysel begins to notice that leaving
her life behind may be more difficult than she had thought. Her family might actually care about her
after all, and her physics teacher believes she can get into a unique summer physics program. Most
troubling of all, when Aysel realizes that she and Roman have fallen in love with each other, she
knows that she wants to live just as strongly as Roman knows that he still wants to die. Engrossing
from start to finish, My Heart and Other Black Holes skillfully delivers a story about deep
depression, suicide, first love, and perseverance. Anyone who has ever been depressed will connect
with Aysel and Roman. The author includes a list of suicide prevention resources and a personal,
poignant author's note at the end. One scene involving teen drinking and kissing, but can go down
to middle school. Highly recommended.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
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Jackie Lockwood, KCLS
Wilde, Oscar & P. Craig Russell
9781561630851
The Happy Prince (The Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde #5)
NantierBeallMinoustchine, 2012 $16.99
Completely unabridged, wordforword, the Wilde's tale of a prince who, in life, was happily
ignorant, in his wealth and luxury of any of the world's misery, but now, as a golden statue, must
see the city as it is, with all the squalor of the poor and downtrodden spread out before him. When
a swallow, migrating en route to Egypt, befriends him, the Prince convinces the bird, for love of
him, to help him mitigate the sufferings of the people in his city. Lyrical, heartbreakingly beautiful
writing is perfectly married to the clean lines, pure colors, and harmonious layouts of the
illustrations. Justly famous, particularly in Europe, for his skillful adaptions of classic opera, P.
Craig Russell is probably one of the few modern illustrators capable of doing justice to Wilde's
prose, particularly because he does not try to overpower or subvert it, but complement it and bring it
to life.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Additional Comments: Graphic Novel
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS
Wilde, Oscar & P. Craig Russell
9781561630851
The Young King & the Remarkable Rocket (The Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde, vol. 2)
NantierBeallMinoustchine, 2012
$17.99
Two of Wilde's lesser known (for good reason) stories are stunningly illustrated by P. Craig Russell.
Here, the artwork is probably better than the slight stories deserve. The first tale concerns a boy
taken from humble origins to become a king. At first, the young man revels in Dauphinlike
splendor, but after a series of dreams revealing the injustice and harsh toil from whence his luxury
derrives, he decides to cast off his wealth and live in simplicity. The twist: the very common folk,
however, from whom he arose. despise him for his sacrifice. The second is a comic short told from
the perspective of a "remarkable" firework so thoroughly convinced of his own specialsnowflake
hood, that nothing that happens will convince him how very ordinaryindeed subparhe really is.
Here Russell's artwork and expressive drawing actually improves on Wilde's slight story, as the
difference between the blowhard rocket's selfopinion and the real state of affairs is cleverly drawn.
Worth having in larger graphic novel collections, or where Wilde is popular.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Additional Comments: Graphic Novel
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS
Wilde, Oscar & P. Craig Russell
9781561632138
The Birthday of the Infanta (The Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde vol. 3)
NantierBeallMinoustchine, 2012 $16.99
This bitter, heartbreaking little story of a happy young hunchbacked dwarf, chosen to serve at the
court of the Spanish Infanta for his "humorous" disabilities, is done brilliant justice by P.Craig
Russell's art. Noone does operatic palaces like Russell and the contrast between the splendor of the
palace and the ugly, thoughtless cruelty of the little princess serves to highlight Wilde's prose. Not
as well known as his other stories, it deservers a wider audience, as few today truly understand that
the opposite of love isn't hatred, but indifference. Highly recommended for all ages.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Additional Comments: Graphic Novel
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Kirsten Edwards, KCLS
Wilde, Oscar & P. Craig Russell
9781561633913
The Devoted Friend & The NIghtengale and the Rose (The Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde, vol. 4)
NantierBeallMinoustchine, 2012
$16.99
Two lesserknown stories, one a fable for children, the other an ironic romance (they only ever end
in tears) are less mismatched than vol. 1's (similar) pairing. Both tales feature a small bird as the
heroine: a linnet and a nightingale. Both share a typically Wildean snark, showing the way the
mundane workaday world pays lip service to finer feelings: charity, selfsacrifice, or romance,
while trampling it under foot. Russell's illustrations are serviceable in the former, doing little to
bring out Wilde's sly wit, but really shine in the tragic romance of a little bird who sacifices herself
to help create the perfect rose, in order to help a poet win his "true love." But the student abandons
love for philosophy and the shallow object of his affections throws the flower the nightingale died
to create in the gutter. Russell's illustrations are perfect for the story, and bring out the pathos and
wry bitterness of the tale.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Additional Comments: Graphic Novel
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS
Wilson, John
9781459805408
Broken Arrow (The Seven Sequels)
Orca, 2014
$10.95 221 p.
This book is part of the series which features the sequels to the first adventures of seven grandsons
who each previously performed some special, yet dangerous, task for their grandfather who had
recently died and left them the missions in his will. Just like the first books, these sequels can also
be read in any order. Each of the books is written by a different author, with each author returning
for the sequels. The premise for the sequels is that 12 passports were found with their grandfather’s
picture on them, but different names. Each passport is for a different country and corresponds to a
notebook full of cryptic notes about each country. The grandsons decide to divide up the clues and
countries in order to learn more about their mysterious grandfather. In this actionpacked adventure,
teen Steve decides for sunny vacation with a pretty girl over a snowy one with his cousins. Yet
when he learns his grandfather might have been a spy during the Cold War, his time to relax
becomes his time to run as he follows clues that may lead to his grandfather’s involvement in a
nuclear bomb. Despite being chased by Russian mobsters, Steve manages to work in a little
romance along the way. This whole series will appeal to reluctant readers, especially guys, who will
relish the fastpace and want to keep reading to find out what was really going on with the
grandfather. These are great choices for readers ready for something meatier than the typical Orca
Soundings or Currents books.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS
FICTION – SHRUGS
Brown, Jaye Robin
9780062270993
No Place to Fall
HarperTeen, 2014
$17.99 354 p.
Amber is a high school junior growing up in rural North Carolina and whose true passion is singing.
She dreams of going away to a high school for the arts, but worries about leaving her family: an
overprotective mother who puts up with her husband’s cheating; her sister who is married to a drug
dealer; and her little nephew.
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The book summary’s first line is that Amber is a good girl, but from the beginning of the story, she
acts like anything but. She spends the summer kissing random hikers that she will never see again
and smoking pot. She has sex with a boy who has a girlfriend and has never given her the time of
day before they hook up. Just about everyone in the book is lusting after her, which seemed very
unlikely. I enjoyed the parts about how music was her escape, but the main character was not very
likable from the beginning, which led me to not caring very much about the story. 10th grade+
Grades: 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Gretchen Oates, Kamiakin Middle School
Cooner, Donna
9780545427654
Can't Look Away
Point, 2014
$17.99 264 p.
I only recommend this book with a shrug for 8th grade and up. Torrey Grey is juggling two things
in her life; the fame of being a You Tube fashion and beauty blogger and also the unexpected and
tragic death of her sister who was killed by a drunk driver. Probably the most poignant thing about
this story and also one reason why it might be good to have in a teen library, is that her friend was
taking video of Torrey and her sister having an argument in the seconds before the accident
occurred. When Torrey’s friend posts the video online Torrey’s once growing fandom turns into a
hatefest tsunami, because the video makes Torrey look like a selfish spoiled brat who hated her
sister, and that is not the truth. What struck me the most about this element of the story is how
reality TV and online posting can leave out everything before and after a clip, and those parts can be
very important. One clip taken out of context and posted can create a very false impression of a
person. There is also an anecdote about Torrey and her sister and how she helped her young sister
deal with bad dreams that is also very moving and sweet. That being said, the other elements of the
book are not that engaging. After moving away to Texas Torrey has to start over in a new school,
and has a romance with one of the outcasts at the school whose family owns a mortuary. His family
is Mexican and they share with her some things about the Day of the Dead, and that is a parallel for
Torrey coming to terms with her sister’s death, but it isn’t anything mind blowing. My least favorite
part of the book was how Torrey has nightmares about skeletons, and they crawl out of the carpet
and whatever. It was just really out of place. The nightmares reoccur, so it is hard to try and block
that part out of the story. I can tell this author is good at realistic fiction (she got nominated for the
Printz award with her other book Skinny), but the nightmare sequences were sort of supernatural,
and that is definitely not this author’s strong point. If she had left those nightmare sequences out I
would probably put this book in the recommendation category. And the nightmare sequences aren’t
short enough that you can block them out. Kind of like the title of the book, unfortunately, you can’t
look away and so the most I can give this book is a shrug.
Grades: 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Kathleen Dunbar Eastlake High School
Drake, Annette
9780991611812
Bone Girl
Baskethound Books, 2014
$12.95 285 p.
Full disclosure: I was a consultant for this author on the topic of endurance riding, which is a key
element in the story, and my own book is listed as one of her resources.
Middle schooler Josey Miller's mom is nogood. The only thing Mama wants less than time with
her daughter is time back in jail. Fortunately for Josey, her dad and grandfather, as well as a new
neighbor and a kind teacher, are willing to help Josey reach for her dream: a dream that involves
the concert trombone.
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This atypical tweengirlgrowingup story has several good elements to it: scenes of rural life on a
hardscrabble horsetraining farm are skillfully depicted. Details of training and competing in an
equestrian endurance ride are spoton. The passion of music teachers for their art and their students
rings absolutely true.
However, the pain of simultaneous rejection by a parent and negative attention by the school bully,
Josey's shame over her poverty, her sadness when "her" horse is sold to pay bills, her delight over
the gift of a musical instrument, and her friendship with the new kid in town add up to too much
story told a little too quickly. The target audience probably won't noticeor care.
No cussing, sex, or gore. Implications of offpage drug use and bloodshed are tactful. Appropriate
for middle school, but not a first purchase.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade
Aarene Storms, KCLS
Eger, Paddy
9780985893323
84 Ribbons
Tendril Press, 2014
$16.95 360 p.
Marta has grown up in Bremerton, WA working hard to become a professional dancer. In 1957,
when she is 17, she auditions for a dance company in Billings, MT and is accepted. She faces many
challenges there: injuries, housing, eating disorders, friendships, a stern dance mistress, etc. as she
pursues her dream.
I believe it is historically accurate in regards to travel, women's rights, and other elements
addressed, but I'm uncertain why it was set in the past. I kept reading it and thinking it could also
have been very well done written in a more contemporary setting.
Dancers will likely enjoy it. Even though I enjoy dance and have a collegeaged friend who is a
dancer, there was not enough depth to the characters to truly pull me in.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School
Gray, Claudia
9780061961243
Sorceress (Spellcaster)
HarperTeen, 2015
$17.99 345 p.
Sorceress is the conclusion of the Spellcaster series and, although I had not read the first two, it did
was easy to pick up the threads. To save the lives of countless people in Captive's Sound, the teen
witch Nadia has swore herself to the One Beneath  to evil magic. Her plan is to learn enough
magic to strike back at the forces of evil. In this book the final battle lines are drawn, alliances are
made and a little romance is mixed in. There is a lot of action but if you don't have fans of the
series, I wouldn't get this one until it's out in paperback.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen Campus Library
Jones, Patrick
9781467721264
Out of the Tunnel (The Red Zone #1)
Darby Creek, 2014
$17.95 102 p.
Brian plays football in a town that is crazy about their high school football team. He and his friend
Dylan are starters and part of "The Big Six" which means they are worshipped even more than other
members of the team. As part of The Big 6, though, they are also expected to participate in some
longstanding traditions that have very questionable ethics attached to them.
A serviceable hilo football story, similar to Orca sports titles. The resolution of issues seems trite.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade
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Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School
Karre, Elizabeth
9781467735148
Calling the Shots (The Gift)
Darbycreek, 2014
$27.93 96 p.
Cherry has a dream wherein she is granted the ability to alter people’s thoughts. When she wakes,
she proceeds to test out her new powers. She send thoughts to her friend Tanaya to calm down so
she doesn’t get in trouble with Mr. Jones; she sends thoughts to the teacher not to give detention;
and she sends thoughts to her sometimesfriend Farah to allow Cherry to cut her hair. But what
Cherry really wants is for her sister Ashlee, who is stationed in Afghanistan, to come home so that
she doesn’t have to deal with their “crazy” racist grandmother alone. Grades 68. S
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
Livingston, Lesley
9780062063106
Descendant (A Starling Novel)
Harper Teen, 2013
$17.99 325 p.
In this second book in the Starling series, Mason Starling finds herself on the wrong side of the
bifrost and stranded in Aasgard. Her mother informs her that her only way out is to take Odin’s
spear. Mason’s boyfriend, Fenrys Wolf, is stranded on the mortal side of the bridge and must
descend into the Underworld if he wants to reunite with Mason and bring her back to the living.
This is another modern American version of Norse mythology. It incorporates every sort of
monster and supernatural character imaginable, almost to the point of excess. The
adventure/suspense is tense and swift and the violence sometimes graphic. There is a bit of
profanity, but not overly so. Fans who may have outgrown Percy Jackson should enjoy this series,
but honestly I think Tessa Gratton’s series is better. Maybe I just wasn’t as enthralled because I
hadn’t read the first book – maybe had I done so, I would be more attached to the characters.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School
Magoon, Kekla
9780805098693
How it Went Down
Henry Holt and Company, 2014
$20.50 325 p.
I recommend this book with a shrug for 9th grade and up. The best way to describe the plot of this
story is that it mirrors the Trevon Matin shooting, and is told from about 5 different points of view.
What I like about the story is the use of the point of view and also the way the author handles a
sensitive and volatile topic with sensitive insight. What I don’t care for, and I think might turn off
some students, is the tone and style of the language. It doesn’t come across as authentic or natural
sounding as other urban authors. Her other books are historical fiction from the 60’s and those rang
more true to me. Another thing I think that student might not care for is the pace and amount of the
different points of view. Some teens don’t like that at all and that POV switching can be a obstacle
for them in enjoying reading. And lastly, there is a part where a preacher hits on an intern who is
only 19, and I don’t understand why the author put that in. It doesn’t do anything for the story or
characterization and makes absolutely no sense, unless it was a PSA for young women to be on
guard against corrupt preachers? I was expecting a lot more from this author. If you have students
who are really into modern social justice topics it might be good, or if your budget isn’t incredibly
tight, it could be an okay purchase, but this is definitely not a must have.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Kathleen Dunbar Eastlake High School Library
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Mesrobian, Carrie
9781467734806
Perfectly Good White Boy
carolrhoda LAB, 2014
$17.95 292 p.
Junior, Sean Norwhalt, gets a girlfriend at the end of the school year, only to watch her go off to
college and leave him all alone with no certainty about their future. Sean has nothing to look
forward to and no expectations from family or friends. So, when he signs up with the Army during
his senior year, surprising even himself, he is hopeful about his future. During the next school year
Sean starts a close friendship with his coworker Neecie, whose troubles are not unlike his own.
Both are in relationships that lack commitment which allow them to understand each other.
PGWB is a simple story with relatable characters. While there isn't much movement as far as plot,
the characters have depth and nuance that keep readers engaged throughout the story.There is a lot
of sex in this book. It also focuses on students planning their lives after high school. Recommended
for upperclassmen in high school.
Grades: 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Katy Olson, Lindbergh High School
Moore, Stephanie Perry
9781467737227
Make Something Of It (The Sharp Sisters) Darby Creek, 2014
$27.93 144 p.
Shelby is one of five sisters and the daughter of two prominent Atlanta lawyers. Her father is
running for mayor, so the girls are in the spotlight, especially at their new school. Shelby hopes to
be a fashion designer, even though her parents want her to follow in their footsteps. While
participating in her dad's campaign, Shelby begins to fall for his rival's son. She also observes
several episodes of domestic/dating abuse: between the opposition and his wife, between her
fashion mentor and her boyfriend, and between a couple at school.
The Sharp Sisters series is designed to appeal to reluctant readers. In some ways, it succeeds  the
plot moves quickly, the author incorporates slang in an authentic way, and the book is short and
quick. Unfortunately, there are too many plot threads for any of them to be developed fully, and the
characters suffer from similar inattention. Purchase where there's high demand for contemporary
fiction at belowgrade reading levels. Otherwise, pass.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Emily Calkins, KCLS
Pearce, Jacqueline
9781459807518
Siege (Orca Currents)
Orca, 2014
$9.95 129 p.
Jason is excited to go camping for two weeks with his cousin Sean, until he realizes they are staying
at a War of 1812 reenactment camp. There they must forsake all modern conveniences to fully
experience the reenactment. At first, Jason is resentful, but he starts to enjoy experience, firing
muskets, meeting cute Nicola, and going on late night excursions around the camp. Not much else
seems to happen in this book except in the last 20 or so pages when the Border Patrol boats become
active in hunting down smugglers. Grades 69.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
Salisbury, Melinda
9780545810623
The Sin Eater's Daughter
Scholastic Press, 2015
$17.99 320 p.
Twylla, a timid 17yearold, is the kingdom of Lormere's executioner. Carrying a deadly poison
throughout her skin, each month she lays her hands on the traitors to the crown and they die in
bloody, twitching agony. Twylla has been granted this ability by the gods Daeg and Naeht, and she
must prove herself worthy to be the human embodiment of their daughter, Daunen, by drinking a
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vial of Morningsbane poison each month. Twylla accepts her role because of the money that the
Queen sends to her mother and sister. She is also betrothed to Prince Merek, and looks forward to
their marriage even though she isn't sure that they will fall in love. But after Twylla is forced to
touch her childhood friend, accused of treason, she falls into a depression and begins to regret her
decision to become Daunen Embodied. The Queen is merciless in her rule and her control over
Twylla. She has a lord hunted down by dogs simply for whispering while Twylla sang. Everyone at
court fears being in Twylla's proximity, and her mother hates her for abandoning her future as the
next Sin Eater of Lormere. So when a new guard with a quirky smile and a proud swagger is
appointed to stand at Twylla's side day and night, she reluctantly welcomes the change. But Lief is
from Tragellan, a neighboring country with a democratic government. And it isn't long before he
begins to persuade Twylla to believe that her gods and her rulers might not be all that they seem.
The first twothirds of the book demonstrate enveloping worldbuilding, and the Queen is a first
rate evil tyrant. Twylla is not a complete pushover, but she is fairly easy to manipulate. This could
have been an excellent read, but the intended climax of the book packed in too many plot twists,
revelations, and rushed explanations. And while there is a short setup for a second book, the
resolution is insufficient. Readers looking for a twisty new world may enjoy it. There is attraction
and affection, but offstage sex, so it could go down to middle school.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade
Jackie Lockwood, KCLS
Shepherd, Megan
9780062243058
The Cage (ARC)
Blazer and Bray, 2015
385 p.
I recommend this book with a shrug for 8th grade and up. This plot has a lot of potential for being a
very marketable YA novel. The story is a cross between Planet of the Apes and Maze Runner (with
a little Twilight Zone twists thrown in). Cora wakes up in a desert with no idea how she got there
wearing clothes she’d never wear. Eventually she meets five other teens who are very different
from her and also have no idea how they got there, and they all have neck tats of constellations and
they get prizes for performing tasks or solving puzzles. It is later revealed that aliens are watching
them and they are like animals in a zoo, and they are told Earth no longer exists but there are
reasons to doubt that information. Cora has a very tense and even kind of creepy romantic pull
towards her “care taker”, and he is described as really big and tall, bronzed and beautiful (and I
must admit I pictured Joe Manganello). There were times when the writing started to shine a bit, but
mostly I felt like I was reading a screenplay, not a real novel. That being said I think there is
enough action and imagination that teens might like it, especially if they are still wanting dystopian
type stories. But in my opinion this is definitely not a must have for any library. Only get it if you
have money to spare or if it suddenly takes off later and becomes popular, which could happen. But
don’t rush out to buy it now. Wait and see what happens with this one. Although there is some
violence it isn’t really in your face, and sex happens but not described in any detail, it is mostly
inferred.
Grades: 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Kathleen Dunbar Eastlake High School Library
Villareal, Ray
9781558858022
On the Other Side of the Bridge
Pinata, 2014
$11.95 227 p.
Lately Lonnie’s found it easier to lie to his mom than to admit that he’s not doing great in school,
that he sneaks out of church to hang out by the creek and that he and his friend, Axel, occasionally
sneak into the paper company to look for discarded comics. So, when Lonnie’s mom is shot and
killed, he’s left feeling horribly guilty. Her death also turns his home life upside down. His dad has
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been out of work for a year and seems to spend more time drinking than job hunting. Lonnie tries to
pick up the cooking and cleaning slack, but as money gets tighter and tighter it becomes clear they
won’t be able to keep their home and maybe can’t afford a cheap room either. This novel illustrates
how quickly a family can find themselves homeless. It also shows homeless people in a variety of
different situations, for a variety of different reasons – it is not a single fix problem. The tone is a bit
heavy handed at times, bordering on preachy, which was a turn off for me. Grades 79.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School
Wilde, Oscar & P. Craig Russell
9781561630561
The Selfish Giant & The Star Child (The Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde, 2012)
NantierBeallMinoustchine, 2012 $17.99 p.
One wellknown (and popular) Wilde short story is paired with a lesser known fairy tale, Although
called "the Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde" these are the only tales in the collection that truly deserve
the name. In the first, a selfish giant builds a wall to keep out the local children, only to discover
that when the personfication of Winter moves in to stay, he loses everything he loved about the
place. "The Selfish Giant" is a beautiful, simple, heartwarming storyand because it's in the public
domainoften reprinted and reillustrated. This is not the best or most beautiful out there (for
example, Ritva Voutila's has a weird beauty that Russell can't match). Lizbeth Zwerger, Charles
Robinson, Saelig Gallagher, all have standalone editions that would be perfect for any elementary,
public school or middle school library. Russell's work is excellent, but unfortunately, this simple
tale is paired with one of Wilde's more adult fairy tales, and although Russell's illustration really
shinesand it's a story that Wilde completists will want (I'm keeping my copy of this book), it's
simply a poor match. Wilde takes a traditional trope: a "star child" discovered by a poor woodcutter
who ends up being the lost son of a King and Queen and gives it a typical twist. The spoiled
cuckoo's child's pride and selfishness as he grows up convinced of how much more beautiful, clever
and deserving he is than his poor family and neighbors leads him to betray his foster parents, and
sends him down a long selfdestructive path of suffering. Only when he learns charity and
repentance, can the star child reclaim his heritage, and be forgiven. Russell does a brilliant job
illustrating it, though modern readers may find Wilde's faux archaism's distracting. Recommended
for larger graphic novel collections, or where Wilde is popular. The Selfish Giant, grades 2 and up.
The Star Child probably won't appeal to younger readers at all: High School.
Grades: Adult, Too young for YA
Additional Comments: Graphic Novel
Kirsten Edwards, KCLS
Williams, Sean
9780062203243
Crashland (Twinmaker #2)
Balzer + Bray, 2014
$17.99 475 p.
This book #2 picks up after Clair shut down the world’s dmat network, which was the world’s as
people could transport (think Star Trek) anywhere at any time. Known as “the girl who killed d
mat,” Clair’s under scrutiny and doesn’t know who to trust. Her romance with Jesse is still
complicated because she wants the world to return to its previous technologies, like dmat, and
Jesse wants to resume his life as an Abstainer (one who does not use dmat as they believe it
changes you). Now that everyone knows that Ant Wallace used dmat to create clones of anyone
who ever used the machine, called dupes, how can anyone tell who is the ‘real’ person and who
isn’t? Even more confusing, once someone’s information/DNA is in dmat, even if that person dies,
they can be resurrected using a dmat. New rebellions are fighting as the government struggles to
control the riots caused by the lack of technology and the new issues involving what to do with not
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only the duplicates, but also the socalled ‘zombies’people who actually died but have now been
brought back to life. In order to fix dmat and return back to a life of technology, the artificial
intelligence overseer of dmat, known as Q, must be found. After Clair was forced to betray Q’s
friendship in the first book, her focus is now trying to find Q and make amends. Teens who liked
the first book will continue to enjoy the nonstop action intermixed with romance, but much of the
technology lacks clear explanation and the plot slows in places.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS
FICTION – NOT RECOMMENDED
Lipsyte, Robert
9780547973357
The Twin Powers
Clarion, 2014
$16.99 247 p.
This sequel to the Twinning Project picks up 6 months after twins, Eddie and Tom, see their father
willingly enter the aliens’ spaceship to save their lives. These aliens created a duplicate Earth, about
50 years behind the real Earth to see if humans deserve to live or not after how they treated the first
Earth. Of course no one but the twins and their friends know this. They had hoped the aliens would
just leave them alone, yet return the twins’ father, but that hasn’t happened. Since Eddie and Tom
are halfalien, thanks to their dad, they have special powers that they are only now learning to use.
While the first book was funny and actionpacked, this sequel dragged along. In fact, two plotlines
were painfully awkward to read as I felt they were handled poorly (thinking someone was gay and
agents torturing a fat girl). When the aliens return, the twins turn their “Tech Off” week from the
first book into a weird, boring wagon trail road trip. Middle school students who loved the first
book will likely enjoy this sequel, but it will not appeal to others as a standalone.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade
Additional Comments: also works for 5th grade
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS
Richard Kurti
9780385744416
Monkey Wars
Random House Teens, 2013 $17.99 407 p.
I don’t recommend this book at all. I thought this would be about monkeys going crazy and society
having to fight them off, kind of like the movie Outbreak. It took me a whole chapter to realize that
instead this is a story about monkeys, and monkeys only! All the characters are monkeys and that
not being clear at first makes for a awkward transition in one’s perception, at least it was for me. So
there is a war between langurs and rhesus monkeys in New Dehli. The main character is Mico and
he is kind of small and has gotten bullied all his life (I know this sounds like a human story but
seriously he’s a monkey). There are some other main characters, like the main monkey lord
Gospodar, and his officers are Tyrell and GuNah, and yeah I know it sounds like the monkey
version of Game of Thrones and they actually speak to each other in old English, so that makes
things even more confusing. There is another monkey family of characters whose main person,
excuse me monkey, is Papina, but I could not really figure out what they had to do with the war
other than they were refugees I guess. So half way through Mico decides to train as a cadet, and
this part was like the jungle book version of Rocky, where Mico has to do swinging through the
trees drills and melon lifting contests. Then he becomes an informant but I have no idea which side
he was helping. I have no idea what this author was thinking. The author information says he is a
BBC reporter and also a screenwriter. Don’t quit your day jobs Mr. Kurti!
Grades: 7th grade
Kathleen Dunbar Eastlake High School Library
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Thorne, Bella
9480385744331
Autumn Falls
Delacorte Press, 2014
$18.99 213 p.
Autumn's not happy to be moving from Baltimore to Florida, but her annoyance turns to to grief
when her father dies in a car crash just days before the move. At her new school, a budding
relationship with a popular boy leads to bullying, and just when it seems like things can't get more
complicated, Autumn gets a mysterious journal  one that supposed might "change her life"  from
her grandmother on her father's side.
This is a quick and easy read, so might be a good pick for reluctant readers, and there's celebrity
appeal for author Bella Thorne. Other than that, Autumn Falls has nothing going for it. It's exactly
what you'd expect from a novel "written" by a Disney star. The story and characters are bland and
the book is filled with "life lessons" that are shoehorned into the story. Characters are delineated by
one standout trait (the smart kid who likes anagrams, the Latina friend who likes makeup). Issues
and plot threads abound, including Autumn's dyslexia, her new school, bullying, the death of her
father, a magic journal, a celebrity contest, two potential romances, and broken friendships.
Unfortunately, the overcrowded plot means that none of these ideas are fully explored and the book
comes to an abrupt and unsatisfactory conclusion.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade
Additional Comments:
Emily Calkins, KCLS
NONFICTION – RECOMMEND
Barroux
9781907912399
Line of Fire: Diary of an Unknown Soldier (August, September 1914) (GN)
Phoenix Yard Books, 2014
$16.99 95 p.
Illustrated diary of a WWI French foot soldier. After an introduction Michael Morpurgo stressing
the importance of listening to the real voices of World War I, we are shown Barroux walking
through the streets of Paris and seeing a diary in a pile of papers from a recently cleaned basement.
In the following pages, the soldier’s words recorded in the diary tell the story of leaving his family,
mobilizing with other soldiers, brief combat, injury, and returning to the field. Barroux’s black
charcoal drawings recreate scenery and emphasize the soldier’s emotional state. The final pages
show a picture of the original journal and explain that it ended abruptly, but gives us a sense of the
first months of the war. This reader found it to be an interesting read, but was not compelled by the
illustrations, which felt random at times. Recommended as a secondary purchase where students
study World War I.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Sarah Evans, University of Washington
Beacham, Susan and Michael Beacham
9780984213948
O.M.G. Official Money Guide for Teenagers
Money Savvy generation, n.d.
$12.95 48 p.
Easy graphics, recent enough to include debit cards etc.Identity theft, credit card interestvery
likeable format and nonthreateningespecially like the spread on saving and investing.
Recommended for grades 4 up. Probably too 'young' for HS but not for ELL.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade
Kathryn Hardesty Pacific Middle School
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Cooper, Michael L.
9780805097146
Fighting Fire  Ten of the Deadliest Fires in American History and How We Fought Them
Henry Holt, 2014
$19.99 212 p.
Covers historical fires that posed major challenges to firefighters. Often with pictures, always with
description, even has two "modern" fires, like the 9/11/2001 effort to evacuate the twin towers, and
the San Diego County wildfires of 2007. Shows the modernization of firefighting techniques over
time (one technique used to be using dynamite to make a firebreak inside old cities!), and
advancement in engines and pumping abilities. Probably best for just reading of old fires, not
necessarily for research, although some data could be pulled out of this book. It does have an
extensive bibliography and recommended websites section at the end.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade
Michael Fleming  PCMS
Denenberg, Barry
9781481401418
Ali an American champion
Simon & Schuster, 2014
$17.99
Most biographies of Muhammad Ali focus on his adult life, but this one is about his early life. A
young Cassius Clay is shown, working hard in school and work (his paystub from Nazareth College
Library for odd jobs is shown). The author also bring in primary source documents to demonstrate
how historical events such as the Civil Rights movement shaped the man he was to become.
Visually pleasing, this book will appeal to reluctant readers as well as those seeking insight into
Ali’s early years.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen Campus Library
Dipiazza, Francesca Davis
9781467726450
Remaking the John: the Invention and Reinvention of the Toilet
TwentyFirst Century, 2015
$34.60 64 p.
Remaking the John begins thousands of years ago with huntergatherers going to the bathroom
outside on the ground or in waterways as they moved from one place to another; from that starting
point, it moves to the problems caused by waste accumulation from large populations settling in
cities. Methods, such as chamber pots, outhouses, and pipes for moving human waste are covered as
thoroughly as a 64 page book can cover it. In addition, this book addresses issues relating to the
spread of disease, the current need for better sanitation worldwide, and covers possible solutions to
water conservation with indoor plumbing.
Dipiazza highlights the evolution of toilet technology and brings interest and activism to the reader's
awareness. Every page is interesting and the way she highlights other world cultures' broadened the
perspective of sanitation as a world problem. This book is interesting from a cultural, historical,
scientific, and social justice standpoint. Highly recommended for all readers.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Katy Olson, Lindbergh High School
Duffy, Chris, ed.
9781626720657
Above The Dreamless Dead: World War I in Poetry and Comics
FirstSecond, 2014
$24.99 144 p.
World War I can be defined by trench warfare: the 10feetdeep trenches each army dug, sometimes
only 100 yards apart, and settled in to fight each other for long periods of time. Soldiers lived and
died behind sandbags enduring hours of stress, fear, and the noise of battle. On the Western Front,
some English soldiers translated their experiences and emotions into poetry. They are collectively
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known as the Trench Poets. This collection of poems are reimagined and illustrated by the talents of
the major graphic artists of today. Each poem, or snippet of poem, is accompanied by graphic
artwork bringing the scene, the emotion, the story alive. Although by nature a very dark book, it is
enlivened occasionally by raunchy war songs with comical characters. After the poems, the editor
has included notes on some of the poems and illustrations, and brief biographies of each poet and
graphic artist. The title is recommended for 9th grade and up due to the subject matter.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Additional Comments: Poetry
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian
Freedman, Russell
9780823429219
Because They Marched: The People’s Campaign for Voting Rights That Changed America
Holiday House, 2014
$20.00 83 p.
This is the 50th Anniversary of the Selma March for voting rights and Russell documents the event
in his usual forthright style with plenty of pictures and personal anecdotes that bring the reader right
into the story. He resists the temptation to tell more of the Civil Rights struggle and instead focuses
on the events leading up to the march, the players, the decisions, and the outcomes. The emphasis is
on how voting is a bedrock right in a democratic society and how impediments to exercising these
rights keep the downtrodden down. The photos highlight individuals’ experiences and convey the
tension and horrific way people can treat each other. The cover photo is particularly moving as it
centers on James Letherer, an amputee, who marched the entire 54miles on crutches. The Epilogue
is particularly disturbing as it reports current trends towards limiting voting rights once again in the
south.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High Librarian
Another book commemorating the 50th anniversary of the 1965 Voting Rights march from Selma to
Montgomery, Freedman delivers a thorough account of the events leading up to the march and the
march itself. I enjoyed reading about the African American teachers of Selma putting their jobs and
their personal safety on the line to march to the courthouse on Friday afternoon to register to vote.
Being teachers, they skirted ban on public marches by walking two by two, avoided bunching up,
and gave the appearance of just taking a stroll through town. Of course once at the courthouse they
were met with violence by the police but persevered. This is just one of many chapters culminating
with the march to Montgomery and the passage of the Voting Rights Act. The epilogue covers
current threats to the Voting Rights Act. This is a wellresearched story and should be included in
every library’s collection.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen Campus Library
Goldsmith, Connie
9781467713481
Traumatic Brain Injury: From Concussion to Com
TwentyFirst Century Books, 2014 $30.00 88 p.
Goldsmith’s reference on Traumatic Brain Injuires (TBI), while not comprehensive, provides a
good overview of TBI, the types, causes and treaments available. Each chapter begins with an
account of a victim of one type of TBI and then provides information about the specific type of
injury and the research about the causes of the injury. In the section on sports, Goldsmith provides
data on the number and severity of brain injuries in both professional and school sports, and breaks
it down by sport and gender. She includes a discussion of ways to assess and prevent these injuries
59

and information from doctors who have studied the brains of athletes who donated them for
research after their deaths, in many cases suicides. The last chapter is about living with TBI and is
followed by a glossary and a list of resources. This will be an excellent addition to a school library
to support the curriculum in health and sports medicine classes as well as provide information to
students interested in the topic.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Alexis Underhill Yelm High School
Graydon, Shari
9781554516674
In Your Face: the Culture of Beauty and You
Annick Press, 2004, 2014
$26.95 168 p.
What is beauty? In her book, In Your Face, Shari Graydon points to the cultural myths, movies and
magazines that hold up unrealistic standards of beauty for young girls and women. Ultimately, this
book demonstrates that while cultures are influenced by their media, there is no hard and fast
definition of beauty except the one you create for yourself. Graydon also points to advertisers as
capitalizing on female insecurity in order to make a profit.
This book is full of anecdotes and studies that give readers pause for thought. Regardless of where
you start reading, there is some new idea or study on each page to stimulate thought or
conversation.The intended audience is young women. There are a few references in the book to
men. This book could be used as a conversation starter in a health class or book club. Thought
provoking read. Recommended for middle and high school.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Katy Olson, Lindbergh High School
Johnson, Rebecca L.
9781467711548
Chernobyl's Wild Kingdom: Life in the Dead Zone
TwentyFirst Century, 2015 $34.60 64 p.
After the nuclear reactor meltdown from Chernobyl saturated the surrounding area with radiation,
the Exclusion Zone was created, delineating boundaries for surrounding areas. No one can enter the
zone without first passing through security check points. After 25 years, scientists have come to the
Exclusion Zone to study the animals that have inhabited the area after the accident. Many have
thrived, such as wolves, rodents, birds, and an endangered species of horse. Many animals have
slight mutations, but others do not.
Chernobyl's Wild Kingdom prompts readers to revisit an area previously viewed as uninhabitable
and piques the curiosity of readers. The variety in theory from several groups of scientists, even
conflicting theories, shows that the scientific theories on the effects of radiation are still opens. This
book has a special place in schools discussing biology, ethical treatment of animals, scientific study,
and nuclear energy and disasters. Very interesting read.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Katy Olson, Lindbergh High School
Kanefield, Teri
9781419707964
The girl from the tarpaper school
Abrams, 2014
$19.95 p.
In 1951, in a small town in Virginia, a girl named Barbara Johns organized a strike to protest
inadequate conditions in her high school. Robert R Moton High School provided separate, but not
equal, education for black students, and Barbara decided to do something about it. NAACP lawyers
told the students to go back to school, the school superintendent ad the school board refused to meet
with the students, a cross was burned in front of the school. Finally, the NAACP did file a petition
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with the school board demanding integration, and the students returned to school after a two week
strike. Eventually, this case became part of Brown vs the Board of Education. This was not without
cost to the Johns family whose house burned down mysteriously and Barbara who received death
threats. In later life, Barbara earned a degree in library science from Drexel University and spent
twentyfour years as a school librarian. This is a good addition to your books on Civil Rights.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade
Suzanne Sanderson, Plymouth Library
Kanefield, Teri
9780544148963
Guilty? Crime, Punishment, and the Changing Face of Justice
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014
$16.99 134 p.
This is a good starter book for those interested in the concepts of crime and punishment and how
they are dealt with in systematic ways. The first section discusses how a society even determines
what behavior should be considered criminal. At first students might think this is straightforward,
but the author uses a variety of real world examples that will get them thinking about how
complicated this really is. The second section looks at different philosophies of punishment, again
using examples to force the reader to rethink their original assumptions. The third section explores
some of the legal rights we now have and how they came about. The author does come across as
being disillusioned about the current state of the U.S. criminal justice system, but despite that bias
(and maybe because of it) this book should spark debate. Back matter includes Glossary, Further
Reading, Bibliography and Index. Recommend 7+.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School
Kurlansky, Mark
9780385743884
Frozen in Time: Clarence Birdseye's Outrageous Idea About Frozen Food
Delacorte Press, 2014
$15.99 165 p.
Frozen in Time: Clarence Birdseye’s Outrageous Idea About Frozen Food by Mark Kurlansky is the
biography of Clarence Birdseye, the man who revolutionized food production by developing the
flash freezing process. The book begins by showing the reader how much of life was being
changed by the revolutionary inventions of the late 19th and early 20th century. It is in this context
that Birdseye grew up, studied and began his own inventing. His curiosity about new ways to
preserve food eventually led him to the flash freezing process and popularized the idea of
commercial freezing and industrialized food production in American and beyond.
Frozen in Time is and adaption for young people of Kurlansky’s book for adults, Birdseye: The
Adventures of a Curious Man. Chapters are short and engaging and the pictures in the photo insert
support the text well. A student needing a biography for a class project will find this biography
more engaging than most. Recommended for grades 5 and up.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade
Amber Peterson, Beaver Lake Middle School
Landau, Elaine
9780766042230
The Boston Tea Party: Would YOU join the Revolution? (What would you do?)
Enslow, 2015
$25.27 48 p.
A simplywritten narrative of the Boston Tea Party with periodic interruptions to ask the reader
what he would do if he were a colonist or King George III. Each such question is a bit
cumbersomely asked, but is followed by what actually happened, which makes for a unique way of
storytelling. Grades 48.
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Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
Leahy, Stephen
9781770854994
Your Water Footprint
Firefly, 2014
$35.00 CDN 143 p.
Stephen Leahy gives full and passionate attention to water scarcity and conservation. He starts with
definitions. Your water footprint is measured by how much fresh water is polluted after
manufacturing products. Other measures given in this book are direct water (water used for
everyday things like drinking, toilet, shower, washing, cooking,etc.) and virtual water (the water
used indirectly to create products, mostly clothing, plastics and food) The book shows where fresh
water sources are found and in the back includes ways that people can conserve water.
The majority of this book is full of graphics and facts that give a relatable comparison to show how
much water is used to make products and food. The few pages at the beginning are textheavy, and
give necessary definitions of water usage and some political rhetoric. One of my concerns was the
lack of definition on each graphic about the water source. Was the number in the graphic a water
footprint or direct water usage? Overall, this is a great book that highlights an important global issue
and makes these staggering facts accessible to students.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Katy Olson, Lindbergh High School
Matthews, Jenny
9780763669423
Children growing up with war
Candlewick, 2014
$17.99 p.
Matthews is a photojournalist who shows how war affects civilians behind the frontline and those in
refugee camps. Here she focuses on home and displacement, family, health, work, and school and
play. Although this may look like a children's book, the subject matter and Matthews'
"photographer's perspective" sections make important reading for older students and even adults.
Grades: 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Suzanne Sanderson, Plymouth Library
Pim, Keiron
9781615192120
Dinosaurs  The Grand Tour
Workman Publishing, 2013 $24.95 352 p.
Quick, pagelong summaries for each type of dinosaur (sometimes longer, for the big ones). Quick
facts on each type, organized well for research usage, will be used in my library as a dinosaur
encyclopedia of sorts. Colorful and attractive to potential users.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade
Michael Fleming  PCMS
Reid, Peter and Goddard, Tim
9781593275211
Lego Space  Building the Future No Starch Press, 2013
$24.95 215 p.
This is a Lego book that was not authorized or endorsed by Lego, yet, this book is for fans of the
colorful bricks. It has short explanations of how earth people reach out into space in the 2060's,
with rich Lego pictures of vehicles and buildings and outposts that would be built. Then, there is a
plot of a strange creature melted out of the ice on a discovered planet that takes over a general's
mind, causing havoc. The forces of good win in the end though, and the general barely escapes to
return again someday. There are stepbystep plans to build each one. The machines and ships do
borrow heavily from Star Wars (podracers, speeders) and Aliens (exosuits and sleep pods), but
they will be fascinating to Lego fans.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade
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Michael Fleming  Pacific Cascade MS
Tate, Nikki & Dani TateStratton
9781459807426
Take Shelter
Orca, 2014
$19.95 48 p.
A fascinating look at various types of shelters throughout time. The book is separated into four
sections: dwellings in the ground (e.g. caves), shelters on the move (e.g. caravans, mobile homes),
houses that live and breathe (e.g mud huts, straw houses, ice hotels), and homes of innovation (e.g.
green living, shelters in Antarctica, outer space). The book has great pictures of unique homes
which support the informative, yet approachable, text. Grades 612.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
Volvovski, Jenny
9781452128278
The who, the what, and the when
Chronicle, 2014
$24.95
Have you heard of Yakima Canutt, Ian Stewart, or J.D. Hooker? They were, respectively, John
Wayne's stuntman, the Rolling Stones sixth member, and Charles Darwin's colleague, and they all
had a part to play in the success of the better known people. In this book, you'll read about many
more lesser known figures in the arts, sciences, politics, and even crime  each written by a different
author and illustrated by a different artist. Fun for trivia buffs. Some adult content.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Suzanne Sanderson, Plymouth Library
Zeina Abirarched
9781467738224
I Remember Beirut
Graphic Universe, 2008, 2014
$29.27 96 p.
Zeina Abirached grew up in Beirut during the Lebanese Civil War. In I Remember Beirut she
recounts her childhood living close to the line of demarcation separating Muslims from Christians,
exposing their family to guns, shells, and other horrors. Though oblivious to the very adult
problems accompanied by war around her, her voice is innocent as she remembers people and
objects: her backpack next to the door, the white dots (bullet holes) in the car, and her brothers
excitement at gathering shrapnel after an attack from the start to the finish of the war. The book
ends with reflection on her experience as an adult.
This story beautifully rendered in word and illustration, reveals the horrors of war without depicting
blood and violence. This book can be used in schools not only in social studies courses on civil
war, but also to demonstrate inference. There are so many things to infer from the word or the
image. Beautiful, even if reminiscent of Persepolis. Recommended for high school and up.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, Adult
Katy Olson, Lindbergh High School
NONFICTION – SHRUG
Bix, Cynthia Overbeck
9781467710343
Fad Mania! A History of American Crazes TwentyFirst Century, 2015 $34.60 64 p.
Fad Mania highlights fads from the decades in the United States starting with the 1920's and
continuing until modern day. Typical fads include dance crazes, popular toys, clothing, and others.
From flag pole sitting to flash mobs, this book highlights a few fads from each decade.
This book is formatted with each chapter highlighting a decade in United States history. Each
chapter begins with a brief bulleted list of historical milestones within that decade, which provides a
historical backdrop that doesn't shed much light on the fad.This book was missing information on
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why fads begin, how the decade might have influenced each fad, and some commentary about why
young people are most often involved. A great place to start learning about fads and conversation
piece, but lacking depth.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Katy Olson, Lindbergh High School
Kaplan, Arie
9781467710862
Saturday Night Live
TwentyFirst Century, 2015
$33.27 64 p.
Saturday Night Live: Shaping TV Comedy and American Culture was published just in time for the
tv show's 40th year celebration. This book puts SNL in the historical context of it's groundbreaking
beginnings in the 70's contrasting it with other, tamer comedy sketches of it's time. From character
classics like Church Lady and Cone Heads to more political caricatures, it hits the high points of
sketches, characters, and actors. Another portion of this book focuses on the political impact of the
show's sketches, like those done of Sarah Palin by Tina Fey and Will Ferrell's George Bush
impersonations. The criticism the show faced for the lack of diversity in the cast is also given
lengthy consideration.
Mostly nostalgic, with a few interesting unknown facts (like Chevy Chase relationship with Gerald
Ford and family), the book placed disproportionate attention on the evolution of racial, sexual, and
gender diversity of the cast as well as political impact. While an important aspect of the show in the
larger historical context needing thorough acknowledgment (for another book), with 64 pages it
ignored other characters, sketches, and guest hosts that would appeal an SNL fan looking to
remember highlights of the show over the past 40 years.
Grades: 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade, 12th grade
Katy Olson, Lindbergh High School
Kavanaugh, Dorothy
9781622930500
Feeling Unloved? (Girls Dealing with Feelings)
Enslow, 2015
$15.95 64 p.
Sndyer, Gail
9781622930302
Angry Girl? (Girls Dealing with Feelings) Enslow, 2015
$15.95 64 p.
Both books were previously published (in 2008 and 2009). Both books start each chapter with an
interesting scenario about a key issue involving their topic of either love or anger that teens will
relate to. Unfortunately, each book also has outdated surveys or statistics in pullout boxes
throughout the book. Feeling Unloved?’s had 2 undated, 1 was from 2000, 1 from 2002 and 1 from
2005. Angry Girl? had quoted information from books published in 1982, 2000 and 2004; surveys
from 2004; and an article from 2002. Some of the beginning chapters in Feeling Unloved? have
awkward layouts, but there are some good pullout boxes with relevant information , such as their
“Science Says” segments, as well as the Signs of an Unhealthy Relationship. However, it is not
LGBTQ friendly as I only saw one reference of referring to a love interest as a ‘her’ all the rest are
‘hims.’ So, even though some information is great, I cannot recommend Feeling Unloved?. Angry
Girl? has excellent tips and suggestions throughout the book for how to deal with others without
being angry, including the RETHINK anger management technique and a useful selfquiz titled “Do
You Get Angry Easily?” Despite some outdated information referenced above, this is a great book
for teen girls.
Grades: 6th grade, 7th grade, 8th grade, 9th grade
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen MS
Muldrow, Diane
9780553508758
Everything I need to know about love I learned from a Little Golden Book
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Little Golden Books, 2014
$9.99
The title tells it all: observations on love accompany nostalgic illustrations from old Golden Books
that will appeal to adults who grew up with the books. Some teens may find the book cute, but I
don't know if this title would be even a secondary purchase.
Grades: Adult
Suzanne Sanderson, Plymouth Library
Reef, Catherine
9780547821849
Frida & Diego: Art, Love, Life
Clarion Books, 2014
$18.99 168 p.
This book seemed very promising at first, covering the lives of two well known artists and their
love for each other seems like a great pick for high school readers. However, despite the gorgeous
cover and production values, this falls short of serving its intended audience. It starts out well
enough, introducing the pair, then giving a chapter each to their young lives, but soon becomes
convoluted as it jumps back and forth in time and focus to a degree that it becomes confusing. The
organization is such that it would not make a useful research book, and is too complicated to make a
pleasurable read. Only readers with a deep curiosity for the subjects will stick with it very far,
despite the wealth of information contained.
Include samples of each artist's work in full color, a timeline of their lives, notes, picture credits,
and an index.
Recommended only as supplementary material for well funded libraries.
Grades: 8th grade, 9th grade, 10th grade, 11th grade
Dawn Rutherford, SnoIsle Libraries
NONFICTION – NOT RECOMMENDED
LaRoche, Amelia
9780766059634
Fowl chicken jokes to tickle your funny bone
Enslow, 2015
$14.95 48 p.
Lame jokes abound in this volume. Example: Knock Knock. Who’s there? Lucy. Lucy who? Lucy
goose? Because I found one. I had to read it five times to get it. Sorry, but Lucy does not remotely
sound like “Lose a” or “Lose your.” The only redeeming quality of this book is that there are a few
“fun facts” spread throughout the books, a few of which are quite interesting (e.g. chickens are the
closest living relative of the Trex). Grades 25.
Grades: Too young for YA
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade MS
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