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WASHINGTON STATE YOUNG ADULT REVIEW 

GROUP 
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE: May 5, 2017 

Issue: 117 
May 2017 

 

 

WASHRAG 
 
Titles Taken              3-15 

 
Fiction Reviews      16-55 

 
Nonfiction Reviews 55-65 

 
 

WASHYARGers: 
Anticipate summer with WASHYARG, the oldest and largest Young Adult Review Group of 

its kind! While we all come to WASHYARG because it is a great place to learn about new 

books, we also enjoy the opportunity to network with other teen-serving professionals. 
 
Our meeting will be in our regular meeting room, 2A-B, on the second floor. Enter through 

the front door, which is nearest Newport Way NW. You will need to sign in as a guest of the 

building. The parking lot fills fast so it is recommended that you park in the Target parking 

lot closest to the Service Center. There is a bridge and some steps leading to Service Center. 

Do not park in any space designated for a KCLS fleet vehicle. 
 
All doors are locked until 8:30 AM. If you arrive early, please wait at the front door until 

someone can let you in. The doors opening off the staircase to the parking lot are always 

locked. 
 
Coffee, tea and treats will be available. A donation of $1 or more is appreciated. You are 

welcome to bring goodies to share. 
 
Any questions? Contact Brenna Shanks – bshanks@kcls.org or 425-369-3331 

DUES 
 
Members/reviewers may 

pay dues at any time 

during the year, but we 

appreciate prompt 

payment in September for 

the forthcoming year. 

Dues are $25 and a dues 

sheet is included in the 

newsletter. Dues may be 

sent to: 
Anne Dame 

Einstein Middle School 

19343 3rd Ave NW 

Shoreline WA 98177 

 

REMINDERS 
 
MEETING LOCATION: 
King County Library System Service Center 
960 Newport Way NW 
Issaquah, 98027 
 
2017 MEETING DATES:       

 March 3 

 May 5 

 September 15 

 December 8 

Reviews 
Please use the format 

referenced at the top of the 

“books taken” section. 

Please submit your 

delivered reviews and 

current “books taken” after 

the meeting. You may 

submit them at: 

http://www.evergreenbook

award.org/about-washyarg 
 

 

mailto:bshanks@kcls.org
http://www.evergreenbookaward.org/about-washyarg
http://www.evergreenbookaward.org/about-washyarg
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WHAT IS WASHYARG? 
The Washington State Young Adult Review Group is a regional 

reviewing organization of school and public librarians and other 

individuals interested in books, magazines, and other media 

appropriate for teenagers. 
 
WHY BELONG TO WASHYARG? 
We are the largest Teen Services library specialist group in the 

Northwest, and have a national reputation as a credible review 

source. 
 
Besides hearing firsthand reviews from frontline people, the 

meetings are an opportunity for networking, problem-solving, 

passionate debate, laughter and cookies. 
 
Even if you cannot attend the meetings, WashYARG is an 

excellent source for local professional reviews. 
 
WHAT DOES WASHYARG DO? 
WashYARG receives materials from diverse publishers. Selected 

items are presented orally at the quarterly meetings and written 

reviews of all materials are published in the WashRag newsletter 

and mailed to all members following the meetings. WashYARG 

also sponsors the annual Evergreen Young Adult Book Award, a 

statewide teen readers’ choice prize. 
 
WHAT WOULD I DO? 
Agree to review at least two books a year. 
Attend as many of the meetings as possible. 
 
WHAT DOES IT COST? 
All interested folk are invited to attend for free the first time. The 

normal dues are $25.00 for a school year, and entitle one to 

review books and receive the WashRag, a quarterly compilation 

of written reviews. 

HOW DO I JOIN? 
Fill out the form below and bring it to the next 

meeting with your $25.00 membership dues or mail 

it to: 
Anne Dame 

Einstein Middle School 

19343 3rd Ave NW 

Shoreline WA 98177 

 
Please make checks payable to WashYARG. 
 
2017 MEETINGS 

 March 3 

 May 5 

 September 15 

 December 8 

 
MEMBERSHIP FORM: 

 
Name: 
 

 
Title: 
 

 
Email*: 

 
Phone*: 

 
Address*: 

 

 

 
* Please indicate home or work for contact info. 
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Titles Taken for Review – March 2017 

 
All titles and reviews are now being submitted online at:  
http://www.evergreenbookaward.org/about-washyarg 

Please be as accurate as possible when entering your information. Thanks! 
 
Remember Evergreen Committee meets right after WashYARG - everyone is welcome! 
 
◆Next to a title indicates it was reviewed in a previous issue 

✪Next to a title indicates it was an award nominee/winner 
 

FICTION 
 
Acton, Vanessa    9781512427752  $26.65  101 p. 
Backfire, Day of Disaster   Darbycreek, 2017 
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade Middle School 
 
Aguirre, Ann     9781250024657  $17.99  376 p. 
◆Infinite Risk, Immortal Game #3  Feiwel and Friends, 2016 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
 
Arnold, Elana K.    9781512410242  $18.99  189 p. 
What Girls Are Made Of    CarolRhoda Lab, 2017 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
 
Aveyard, Victoria    978-0-06-231069-9  $19.99  507 p. 
King's Cage, Red Queen #3   Harper Teen, 2017 
Mike Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen Middle School 
 
Baker, Chandler    9781250058751  $17.99  257 p. 
Teen Hyde      Feiwel and Friends, 2017 
Nickie Travis, Lindbergh High School 
 
Balak, Michael Sanlaville and Bastien Vives     9781626720510  $11.99  202 p. 
The Rescue, Last Man #6 (GN)        First Second, 2014 
Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen High School 
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School 
 
Barraclough, Lindsey    9780763678647  $17.99 
 487 p. 
The Mark of Cain, Long Lankin #2  Candlewick Press, 2014/2016 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
 
Bergstrom, Scott    9781250108180  $18.99  384 p. 

http://www.evergreenbookaward.org/about-washyarg
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The Cruelty, The Cruelty #1   Feiwel & Friends, 2017 
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School 
 
Boateng, Johnny    9781459411500  $27.99  136 p. 
Two Strikes      James Lorimer & Co., 2017 
Chris Wilson, Rainier Middle School 
 
Brant, Wendy     9781771387927  $17.95  315 p. 
Zenn Diagram     KCP Loft, 2017 
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade Middle School 
Kathleen Dunbar, Eastlake High School 
 
Broach, Elise     9780805098990  $16.99  331 p. 
The Wolf Keepers     Henry Holt and Company, 2016 
Elizabeth Metcalf, Redmond Middle School 
 
Brown, Jennifer    978-0-06-232446-7  $17.99  472 p. 
Dare You, Shade Me #2   Katherine Tegen Books, 2017 
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 
 
Buckley, Michael    978-0-544-34867-7  $18.99  304 p. 
Heart of the Storm, Undertow #3  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017 
Mike Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 
Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 
 
Caleb Roehrig     9781250085634  $17.99  324 p. 
◆Last Seen Leaving     Feiwel and Friends, 2016 
Nickie Travis, Lindbergh High School 
 

✪Cavallaro, Brittany    978-0-06-239894-9  $17.99  318 p. 
◆A Study in Charlotte, Charlotte Holmes #1  HarperCollins, 2017 
Rochelle Brown, KCLS 
Amber Peterson, Beaver Lake Middle School 
 
Clarke, Cat     978-1-4926-3809-4  $16.99  272 p. 
The Pants Project (ARC)   Sourcebooks Jabberwocky, 2017 
Comments: For ages 9 + 
Sara White, Olympia Timberland Library 
 
Coggan, Helena    9780763689728  $17.99  432 p. 
The Catalyst      Candlewick, U.S. 2016 
Comments: Author 15 when book published in U.K. 
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School 
 
Cook, Greg     9781596431058  $19.00  200 p. 
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Friends is Friends (GN)   First Second, 2016 
Chris Wilson, Rainier Middle School 
 
Cooner, Donna    978-0-545-90393-6  $17.99  288 p. 
Worthy (ARC)    Scholastic, 2017 
Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 
 
Coy, John     978-1-250-08895-6  $17.99  215 p. 
Gap Life      Fewer and Friends, 2016 
Kathleen Dunbar, Eastlake High School 
 
Dawn, Sasha     9781512411515  $18.99  295 p. 
Splinter      Carolrhoda Lab, 2017 
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade Middle School 
 
Devore, Laurie    978-1-250-08286-2  $17.99  340 p. 
How to Break a Boy     Imprint, 2017 
Kathleen Dunbar, Eastlake High School 
 
Evangelista, Kate    978-1-250-10062-7  $9.99  223 p. 
No Holding Back     Feiwel, 2016 
Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 
 

✪Eves, Rosalyn     978-1-101-93599-6  $17.99 
 416 p. 
Blood Rose Rebellion, Blood Rose Rebellion #1 Alfred A. Knopf, 2017 
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School 
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High 
 
Fallenstein, J.     9781512427714  $26.65  88 p. 
The Witching Hour, Midnight  Darbycreek, 2017 
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade Middle School 
 
Freeman, Ruth    978-0-8234-3695-8  $16.95  160 p. 
One Good Thing About America (ARC) Holiday House, 2017 
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 
 
Garcia, Kami     978-1250119568  $17.99  320 p. 
Agent of Chaos, The X-Files: Origins #1 Imprint, 2017 
Heather Nelson, McKnight Middle School 
 
Garcia, Kami     9781250079190  $18.99  370 p. 
◆The Lovely Reckless    Imprint, 2016 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
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Gornall, Louise    9780544736511  $17.99  326 p. 
Under Rose-Tainted Skies    Clarion Books, 2016 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
 
Gottfred, B. T.     9781627798601  $17.99  284 p. 
The Nerdy and the Dirty    Henry Holt, 2016 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
Sarah Hunt, KCLS 
 

✪Hart, Kate     978-0-374-30269-6  $17.99  321 p. 
After the Fall     Farrar Straus Giroux, 2017 
Kathleen Dunbar, Eastlake High School 
 
Heilig, Heidi     9780062380784  $17.99  456 p. 
The Ship Beyond Time, Girl from Everywhere #2     Greenwillow, 2017 
Aarene Storms, KCLS 
 
Hilmo, Tess     9780374302825  $16.99  242 p. 
Cinnamon Moon     Farrar Straus Giroux, 2016 
Linda Conroy, Centralia Timberland Library 
 
Hirsch, Jeff     978-0544390997  $16.99  336 p. 
Black River Falls     Clarion Books, 2016 
Heather Nelson, McKnight Middle School 
 

✪Jackson, Tiffany    978-0-06-242264-4  $17.99  387 p. 
Allegedly      Katherine Tegan Books, 2017 
Kelly Crickmore,  Issaquah High School 
 
Johansson, J. R.    9780374300258  $17.99  343 p. 
◆The Row      Farrar Straus Giroux, 2016 
Nickie Travis, Lindbergh High School 
 
Jones, Kelly     9780553535204  $17.99  304 p. 
Murder, Magic, and What We Wore (ARC) Alfred A. Knopf, 2017 
Aarene Storms, KCLS 
 
Jordan, Sophie    9780062377678  $17.99  294 p. 
Rise of Fire, Reign of Shadows #2  Harper Teen, 2017 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
 
Kelly, Nikki     978-1-250-05154-7  $17.99  342 p. 
Jonah, The Styclar Saga #3   Feiwel and Friends, 2017 
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
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Key, Watt     978-0-374-30482-9  $16.99  311 p. 
Hideout      Farrar Straus Giroux, 2017 
Kathleen Dunbar, Eastlake High School 
 
Keyser, Amber J.    9781467775915  $18.99  275 p. 
Pointe, Claw      CarolRhoda Lab, 2017 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
 
Klass, David     9780374301361  $17.99  306 p. 
◆Losers Take All     Farrar Straus Girard Books, 2015 
Elizabeth Metcalf, Redmond Middle School 
 
Knudsen, Michelle    978-0-7636-8828-8  $16.99  277 p. 
Revenge of the Evil Librarian, Evil Librarian, #2  Candlewick, 2017 
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 
 
Kokie, E. M.     978-0763669621  $17.99  448 p. 
Radical      Candlewick, 2016 
Heather Nelson, McKnight Middle School 
 
Laskin, Pamela L.    978-0-06-245654-4  $17.99  178 p. 
Romit & Jamil     Katherine Tegen Books, 2017 
Comments: A novel in verse 
Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 
 
LaValley, Josanne    9780544699472  $17.99  265 p. 
Factory Girl      Clarion Books, 2017 
Chris Wilson, Rainier Middle School  
JoAnn Olsson, Liberty High School 
 
Lee, Stacey     9780062428325  $17.99  376 p. 
The Secret of a Heart Note    Katherine Tegen Books, 2016 
Raina Sedore, Lacey Timberland Library 
 
Little, Kimberley Griffiths   978-0-06-219504-3  $17.99  384 p. 
Returned, Forbidden #3   HarperCollins, 2017 
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School 
 
Mac, Carrie     978-0-399-55625-8  $17.99  309 p. 
10 Things I can See From Here   Knopf, 2017 
Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 
 
Marr, Melissa     9780062084163  $17.99  353 p. 
One Blood Ruby, follow up to Seven Black Diamonds Harper , 2017 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
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Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High 
 

✪Mathieu, Jennifer    978-1-62672-238-5  $17.99  314 p. 
◆Afterward      Roaring Brook Press, 2016 
Bethany Steirer, Rose Hill Middle School 
 
McCoy, Mary     978-1-5124-1597-1  $18.99  413 p. 
Camp So-and-So     Carolrhoda LAB, 2017 
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen Middle School 
 
 
Meyer, Marissa and Doug Holgate  9781250078261  $21.99  238 p. 

✪Wires and Nerve, Wires and Nerves #1 (GN) Feiwel and Friends, 2017 
Comments: Part of the Lunar Chronicles world 
Nickie Travis, Lindbergh High School 
 
Middleton, Dana    9781250085696  $16.99  212 p. 
The Infinity Years of Avalon James  Feiwel and Friends, 2016 
Elizabeth Metcalf, Redmond Middle School 
 
Mills, Emma     978-1-62779-935-5  $17.99  308 p. 
This Adventure Ends    Holt, 2016 
Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 
 
Moyer, Jenny     9781627794817  $17.99  342 p. 
Flashfall      Holt, 2016 
Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High 
 
Napoli, Donna Jo & David Wiesner  978-0-547-48393-1  $17.99  185 p. 
Fish Girl (GN)    Clarion Books, 2017 
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 
Dawn Rutherford, Sno-Isle Libraries 
 
Neumeier, Rachel    978-0-553-50932-8  $17.99  376 p. 
The White Road of the Moon  Alfred A. Knopf, 2017 
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High 
 
Oakes, Colleen    9780062409768  $17.99  322 p. 
Blood of Wonderland, Queen of Hearts #2 Harper Teen, 2017 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
 
Oliver, Lauren     978-0-06-239416-3    $19.99 
 520 p. 
Replica, Replica #1    Harper, 2016 
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JoAnn Olsson, Liberty High School 
 
Pennypacker, Sara    9780062377012  $16.99  288 p. 
Pax       Harper Collins, 2016 
Amy Massey, Icicle River Middle School 
 
Pla, Sally J.     978-0-06-244576-6  $16.99  327 p. 
The Someday Birds     Harper, 2017 
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen Middle School 
 
Powell, Marie and Jeff Norton  978-1-77138-730-6  $17.95  361 p. 
Keeping Beat     KCP loft, 2013 
Comments: First published in UK, now Canada 
Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 
 
Pratchett, Terry    9780062653116  $18.99  243 p. 
The Witch's Vacuum Cleaner and Other Stories  Harper, 2016 
Aarene Storms, KCLS 
 

✪Roca, Paco     978-1-68112-056-0  $15.99  64 p. 
The Lighthouse (GN)   NBM, 2017 
Dawn Rutherford, Sno-Isle Libraries 
 

✪Saenz, Benjamin Alire   978-0-544-58650-5  $17.99  445 p. 
The Inexplicable Logic of My Life   Clarion Books, 2017 
Sara White, Olympia Timberland Library 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
 
Sanchez, Jenny Torres   978-0-399-55145-1  $17.99  261 p. 
Because of the Sun     Delacorte Press, 2017 
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 
 
Sedgwick, Marcus    9781626725478  $17.99  296 p. 
◆Blood Red Snow W hite    Roaring Book Press, 2016 
Nickie Travis, Lindbergh High School 
 
Shields, Breeana    9781101937822  $17.99  295 p. 
Poison's Kiss      Random House, 2017 
Erin Rozewicz, KCLS 
 
Shiga, Jason     9781626724525  $19.99  166 p. 
Demon, vol. 1 (GN)    First Second, 2016 
Sarah Hunt, KCLS 
 
Shiga, Jason     9781626724532  $19.99  214 p. 
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Demon, vol. 2 (GN)    First Second, 2017 
Sarah Hunt, KCLS 
 
Simukka, Salla    978-1-5247-1341-6  $17.99  244 p. 
As Red as Blood, As Red as Blood #1 Crown, 2014 
Comments: Translated from Finnish 
Sara White, Olympia Timberland Library 
 
Skuy, David     9781459411852  $27.99  213 p. 
Striker      James Lormier, 2017 
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade Middle School 
 
Smith, Alexander Gordon   978-0-374-30172-9  $18.99  312 p. 
Hellfighters, The Devil's Engine #2  Farrar Straus Giroux, 2016 
Kathleen Dunbar, Eastlake High School 
 
Spinelli, Jerry     978-0-375-83199-7  $16.99  343 p. 
The Warden's Daughter    Knopf, 2017 
Bethany Steirer, Rose Hill Middle School 
 
St. Vil, Lola     978-0544706743  $16.99  320 p. 
Girls Like Me      HMH Books for Young Readers, 2016 
Heather Nelson, McKnight Middle School 
 
Strickland, AdriAnne & Michael Miller 9780399552533  $17.99  390 p. 
Shadow Run      Delacorte Press, 2017 
Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School 
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High 
 
Summerill, Erin    9780544664456  $17.99  390 p. 
Ever the Hunted, Clash of the Kingdoms  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2016 
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade Middle School 
 
Summers. Lindsey    9781771387354  $17.95  234 p. 
Textrovert      Kids Can Press, 2017 
Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen High School 
 
Swartz, Elly     97880374303129  $16.99  287 p. 
Finding Perfect     Farrar Straus Giroux, 2016 
Linda Conroy, Centralia Timberland Library 
 
Tanner, Lian     978-1250052179  $15.99  304 p. 
Sunker's Deep, The Hidden #2  Feiwel & Friends, 2016 
Heather Nelson, McKnight Middle School 
 
Thompson, Lisa    978-1-338-05394-4  $16.99  313 p. 
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The Goldfish Boy (ARC)   Scholastic, 2017 
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 
 
Thompson, Mary G.    9780544648401  $17.99  377 p. 
Flicker and Mist     Clarion, 2017 
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade Middle School 
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High 
 
Tougas, Shelley    9781626724037  $16.99  
 262 p. 
A Patron Saint for Junior Bridesmaids  Roaring Book Press, 2016 
Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 
 
Trevayne, Emma    9780062408761  $17.99  406 p. 
Gamescape Overworld    Greenwillow Books, 2016 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
 
Turrisi, Kim     9781771387934  $17.95  248 p. 
Just a Normal Tuesday    Kids Can Press, 2017 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 
 

✪Wegelius, Jacob    978-1-101-93175-2  $17.99  588 p. 
The Murderer's Ape    Delacorte, 2017 
Comments: Includes illustrations (like an old children's book) 
Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 
Brooke Shoostine, KCLS 
 
Wells, Dan     9780062347909  $17.99  408 p. 
Ones and Zeroes, Mirador #2  Balzer & Bray, 2017 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
 
White, Ellen Emerson   978-0-06-246321-0  $17.99  420 p. 
A Season of Daring Greatly   Greenwillow, 2017 
Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 
 
Wiggins, Bethany    9780399549816  $17.99  294 p. 
The Dragon's Price, Transference, #1 Crown, 2017 
Nickie Travis, Lindbergh High School 
Teresa Jensen, Kenmore Junior High 
 
Wolf, Allan     978-0-7636-5613-3  $16.99  269 p. 
Who Killed Christopher Goodman?  Candlewick Press, 2017 
Kathleen Dunbar, Eastlake High School 
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✪Worsley, Lucy    9780763688066  $16.99  348 p. 
Maid of the King's Court    Candlewick Press, 2016 
Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 
 

✪Zentner, Jeff     9780553524062  $17.99 
 399 p. 
Goodbye Days     Crown Books, 2017 
Elizabeth Metcalf, Redmond Middle School 
Kathleen Dunbar, Eastlake High School 
 

✪Zoboi, Ibi     978-0-06-247304-2  $17.99  324 p. 
American Street     Blazer & Bray, 2017 
Kelly Crickmore,  Issaquah High School 
Mike Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 
 

NON-FICTION 
 
Alexander, Kwame    978-0-544-57097-9  $14.99  169 p. 
The Playbook     Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017 
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen Middle School 
 
Behnke, Alison Marie   978-1-5124-0268-1  $35.99  160 p. 
Racial Profiling: Everyday Inequality  Twenty-first Century, 2017 
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 
 
Blevins, Wiley    978-1-5124-1013-6  $35.99  96 p. 
Ninja Plants: Survival and Adaptation in the Plant World  Twenty-first Century, 2017 
Alan Grenon, Sylvester Middle School 
 
Borba, Michele    978-1-63198-020-6  $34.99  243 p. 
The 6Rs of Bullying Prevention   Free Spirit Publishing, 2016 
Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 
 
Brown, Box     9781626723153  $19.99  253 p. 
Tetris: The Games People Play (GN) First Second, 2016 
Raina Sedore, Lacey Timberland Library 
 
Chad, Jon, color by Sophie Goldstein 978-1-62672-360-3  $12.99  122 p. 
Volcanoes: Fire and Life, Science Comics (GN) First Second, 2016 
Alan Grenon, Sylvester Middle School 
 
Doeden, Matt     9781512427530  $33.32  59 p. 
Negro Leagues: Celebrating Baseball's Unsung Heroes  Millbrook Press, 2017 
LInda Conroy, Centralia Timberland Library 
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Frydenborg, Kay    9780544286566  $18.99  233 p. 
Dog in the Cave: The Wolves Who Made Us Human  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017 
Linda Conroy, Centralia Timberland Library 
 
Hansen, Dustin    978-1-250-08095-0  $19.99  352 p. 
Game On!: Video Game History From Pong and Pac-Man to Mario, Minecraft, and More   

Feiwel & Friends, 2016 
Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School 
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 
 
Hirsch, Rebecca E.    978-1-4677-9490-9  $35.99  120 p. 
De-extinction: The Science of Bringing Lost Species Back to Life  Twenty-first 
Century, 2017 
Alan Grenon, Sylvester Middle School 
 
Kenney, Karen Latchana   9781512400861  $35.99  88 p. 
Exoplanets: Worlds Beyond Our Solar System  Twenty-first Century, 2017 
Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen High School 
 
Losure, Mary     9780763670634  $19.99  163 p. 
Isaac the Alchemist: Secrets of Isaac Newton, Reveal'd  Candlewick Press, 2017 
Aarene Storms, KCLS 
 
McGraw, Sally     9781467785693  $35.99 
 88 p. 
Find Your Style: Boost Your Body Image Through Fashion Confidence   

Twenty-first Century, 2017 
Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen High School 
 
 
O'Connor, George    978-1-62672-522-5  $9.99  76 p. 
Artemis: The Goddess of the Hunt, Olympians #9 (GN)  First Second, 2017 
Bethany Steirer, Rose Hill Middle School 
 
Schwalbe, Will    9780385353540  $25.95  
Books for Living    Alfred A.Knopf, 2017 
Amber Peterson, Beaver Lake Middle School 
 
Sheinkin, Steve    9781596439542  $19.99 
Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team   

Roaring Brook Press, 2017 
Amber Peterson, Beaver Lake Middle School 
 

Skelton, J. Wallace    978-1-4594-0766-4  $24.95  32 p. 
Transphobia: Deal with It and Be a Gender Transcender Lorimer, 2016 
Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 
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Stone, Tanya Lee    9780553511468  $22.99  168 p. 
Girl Rising: Changing the World One Girl At a Time  Wendy Lamb Books, 2017 
Nickie Travis, Lindbergh High School 
 
Vance, Ashlee     978-0-06-246327-2   $16.99  280 p. 
Elon Musk and the Quest for a Fantastic Future  Harper Collins, 2017 
Comments: Adapted for Ages 10 and up 
JoAnn Olsson, Liberty High School 
 
Zimmerman-Rutledge, Jill S.   9781512402674  $35.99  69 p. 
Prom: The Big Night Out    Twenty-First Century, 2017 
Dawn Lindgren, Cascade Middle School 
 

● High Tec Career series 
Allen, John     9781682821107  $34.00  80 p. 
Careers in Environmental and Energy Technology Reference Point Press, 2017 
 
Hulick, Kathryn    9781682821183  $34.00  80 p. 
Careers in Robotics     Reference Point Press, 2017 
 
Roberts, Laura    9781682821121  $34.00  80 p. 
Careers in Gaming     Reference Point Press, 2017 
 
Steffens, Bradley    9781682821145  $34.00  80 p. 
Careers in Internet Technology  Reference Point Press, 2017 
Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen High School 
 

● Scientists in the Field series 
Carson, Mary Kay    9780544416710  $18.99  68 p. 
Mission to Pluto: The First Visit to an Ice Dwarf and the Kuiper Belt 

 Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2016 
Comments: Elementary 
Linda Conroy, Centralia Timberland Library 
 

● Teen Mental Health series 
Cartlidge, Cherese    978-1-68282-131-2  $29.95  80 p. 
Teens and Suicide     Reference Point Press, 2017 
 
Kemper, Bitsy     978-1-68282-128-2  $29.95  80 p. 
Teens and Phobias    Reference Point Press, 2017 
 
Mooney, Carla     978-1-68282-120-6  $29.95 
 80 p. 
Teens and ADHD    Reference Point Press, 2017 
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Nardo, Don     978-1-68282-122-0  $29.95  80 p. 
Teens and Eating Disorders  Reference Point Press, 2017 
 
Sheen, Barbara    978-1-68282-126-8  $29.95  80 p. 
Teens and OCD    Reference Point Press, 2017 
 
Nardo, Don     978-1-68282-124-4  $29.95  80 p. 
Teens and Gender Dysphoria  Reference Point Press, 2017 
 
Parks, Peggy J.    978-1-68282-130-5  $29.95  80 p. 
Teens and PTSD    Reference Point Press, 2017 
Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen Middle School 
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Titles Reviewed – March 2017 

 

FICTION – RECOMMEND 

 

Alvarez, Jennifer Lynn   9780062286154  $16.99  340 p. 

Windborn, The Guardian Herd #4  Harper, 2016 

"Once every hundred years, a black foal is born, prophesied to either unite or destroy the five herds of 

flying horses...." A predictable but surprisingly bloody cross between the Warriors series (Hunter) and 

the adult adventures of My Little Pony.  Talking flying horses battle against other talking flying horses to 

fulfill a destiny that nobody seems to know much about.  Readers who like that kind of thing will like 

this. 

Age Level: Middle School 

Aarene Storms, KCLS 

 

Amato, Mary     978-0-8234-3553-1  $16.95  253 p. 

Our Teacher is a Vampire and Other (Not) True Stories  Holiday House, 2016 

Alexander H. Gory, Jr. believes he has evidence that proves his teacher is a vampire.  Naturally, he is 

wrong (sorry for spoiling).  However, what ensues is fun, quirky pages to read written by a classroom of 

students all contained within a notebook they share.  Things covered within their notebook range from 

their inner thoughts to grammar corrections, short stories, etc.  I found this book to be extremely 

enjoyable and entertaining and can see it working well with struggling readers in middle school looking 

for a fun, entertaining read. 

Age Level: Grades: 3-7 

Richele Buoy, Mill Creek Middle School 

 

Banks, Anna     978-1250070173  $17.99  368 p. 

Nemesis, Nemesis #1   Feiwel & Friends , 2016 

Nemesis by Anna Banks, is a fantasy novel about a girl named Sepora who flees her home country to 

prevent a war. She escapes to another country and attempts to prepare them for the coming invasion, 

but in the process she gives them the ability to attack her home country. Feeling a failure, she flees 

again, only to be captured again, this time by her manipulative and angry father.  

I was into the book 50 pages before it really grabbed me. The author switches from present tense to 

past tense and that bugs me, but as I got more involved with the characters and didn’t notice it as much. 
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It is predictable, she does fall in love with the man who eventually will threaten her homeland, but there 

are twists and turns that still make it a fun read. Sepora is a strong character who is willing to do almost 

anything to prevent war. I would recommend this book for 6th grade and up.  

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Nickie Travis, Lindbergh HS 

 

Bardugo, Leigh    978-1-62779-213-4  $18.99  536 p. 

Crooked Kingdom, Six of Crows #2 Henry Holt, 2016 

Fans who loved Six of Crows, but hated how the story ended----with Kaz’s gang ending up double-

crossed out of millions, Inej getting taken, and with too much attention on them due to their new Grisha 

team member----will love to read how Kaz and his fellow thieves will handle these set-backs. It’s no 

surprise that these events will not hold Kaz back for long as soon he’s plotting how to best take his 

revenge on merchant Jan Van Eck and retrieve his beloved Inej. 

The heart of this fantasy novel lies in the fast-paced action and captivating, heart-tugging characters 

who deal with danger, violence and romance as they tangle their way through Kaz’s schemes of revenge 

and longed-for redemption. Teens who enjoyed the first book will love this one too as favorite 

characters face old rivals and new challenges on the streets of Ketterdam. The plot’s twists and turns 

will keep readers riveted to the pages as they learn more about the dangerous drug, jurda parem which 

makes Grisha’s magic exponentially more powerful--before it kills them. Plus, Bardugo includes more 

back stories on your favorite characters. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen Middle School 

 

Bayard, Louis     9781627793902  $16.99  313 p. 

Lucky Strikes     Henry Holt, 2016 

At 14, Amelia Hoyle is not old enough to be guardian to Earle and Janey after their mother’s death, and 

she’s far too young to be is fighting off the scare tactics of Harley Blevins, the local fat cat who’s got his 

eye on the only thing he can’t have—Brenda’s Oasis, the gas station and store that her mama ran. His 

motivation for coming after Melia has many roots, but he is clearly behind their new problems, including 

Juvenile Court authorities, creditors, and vandalism. Living in the Depression Era mountains of Virginia, 

the gas station is the only thing they have—even if they are barely scraping by—and Melia is up for the 

fight. First, though, she has to provide a daddy for herself and her siblings, so she cleans up a hobo who 

literally rolls into the station one day and informs him that he is their acting father. Melia is stubborn, 

argumentative, bossy, swears at the grown men she deals with, but she’s plucky, spunky, loyal, 

endearing, and a first-rate, self-taught auto mechanic. What's not to love? The kids warm to Hiram, their 

“daddy,” as he finds his place with them; the religious town that judged her mama warms to Melia as 

she resists Blevins and refuses to be cowed by his escalating intimidation, which comes to a frightening 
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climax. Plenty of interesting background characters: regular truckers that favor Brenda’s Oasis; lonely 

wives of the town’s men; the town lawyer, Chester; Ida, who has been growing her hair since being 

abandoned the day after her wedding; and Dudley, the nephew of Harley, who Melia is too blind to 

really see until it’s nearly too late. I loved Melia and her foul mouth—her grit, her loyalty, her full-

throttled approach to protecting what matters to her. It seems like it’s for middle readers, but the 

language and some of the machinations of Blevins might notch it up a bit.  

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Elizabeth Metcalf, Redmond Middle School 

 

Bell, Alex     978-0-545-94108-2  $18.99  297 p. 

Frozen Charlotte     Scholastic, 2016 

Creepy horror book for middle schoolers to early HS.  Horror tropes will turn off older, more 

sophisticated readers, but it is likely that those new to the genre will find this creepy and atmospheric.  

Ouija session gone bad brings dead girl "back" and people start getting injured, badly.  Eventually, justice 

prevails, but not before some dolls go on a killing spree.  Recommended for 7th-10th grades. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 

 

Block, F.L.     978-0-8050-9628-6  $13.99  183 p. 

My Miserable Life     Henry Holt, 2016 

Ben Hunter’s life is miserable!  He just started the fifth grade and nothing good is going his way. He has 

an overprotective mother that will not let him eat sugar!  An adorable (one good thing), but demon-

possessed dog called Monkeylad, that loves stealing food from the neighbors. An older sister named 

Angelina that seems to have everything good going for her.  His class is made up primarily of girls.  And 

to top it all off, the bully from camp, Rocko Hoggen, just showed up in his class.  Rocko seems on a 

mission to steal all of Ben’s friends, and pick on him every chance he gets.  My Miserable Life follows 

Ben Hunter’s fifth grade year.  While fifth grade seems to have a lot of downs for Ben Hunter, towards 

the end of the book/fifth grade, Ben discovers he has a lot of good things going his way. 

 

I found this book to be highly entertaining.  Even though the book is meant for grades 3-5, I can see this 

book being a huge hit in middle school libraries where Diary of a Wimpy Kid is still extremely popular.  

Due to the read-alike connection, I highly recommend this book. 

Age Level: Middle School, Grades 3-5 

Richele Buoy, Mill Creek Middle School 
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Bodeen, S.A.     978-1-250-02781-8  $16.99  150 p. 

Trapped, Shipwreck Island #3  Feiwel & Friends, 2016 

Tweens and teens who loved the first two books in this series will devour this one too. It has the same  

action, adventure, step-family tensions, and bizarre animal creations. This one veers even more into the 

fantasy and science fiction realms by revealing that the creators of the unique creatures found on the 

island are aliens. So not only does this new family have to deal with surviving on a remote island after 

being shipwrecked, they now have aliens and treasure hunters to deal with. Step-siblings Sarah and 

Marco, both 12, must make a deal with an alien child, called the Curator, in order to save Marco’s 

brother and Sarah’s dad who have been cryogenically frozen. Meanwhile, they meet a strange girl who 

was dumped on the island who speaks of hidden treasures. Also, Marco’s mom is deathly ill which scares 

the children. Of course more mature readers will quickly realize that she’s pregnant and likely not buy all 

the fantastical twists and turns of this plotline, but kids will enjoy this one and eagerly await the next in 

the series as this ends on a cliffhanger, just like the earlier ones. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen Middle School 

 

Brody, Jessica     9780374382704  $17.99  451 p. 

A Week of Mondays     Farrar Straus Giroux, 2016 

Ellie Sparks is having the worst day of her life: she gets a ticket for running a red light, fails a quiz in 

history class, watches a bird die as it slams into the window during Spanish class, suffers an allergic 

reaction just before giving her vice presidential election speech (thus making her a laugh stock), fails to 

make varsity at her softball tryouts, and—the icing on the cake—gets dumped by her boyfriend on the 

last night of the carnival.  As she drifts to sleep, her only wish is that she could do it all over; if she had 

another chance, she’d get it right.  Ellie gets her wish. Only, she apparently doesn’t get it right, because 

she’s doomed to repeat the same horrible day over and over.  Mostly, she’s trying to keep Tristan from 

breaking up with her, and on at least one of the Mondays, she’s successful, but as the days repeat, she 

starts to understand that there are other areas of her life that might need a re-do.  A fun summer read 

for fans of teen drama.   

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Dawn Lindgren, Cascade Middle School 

 

Brody, Jessica     9780374382704  $17.99  451 p. 

A Week of Mondays     Farrar Straus Giroux, 2016  

A Week of Mondays is young adult realistic fiction/ romance by Jessica Brody.  Except for one unrealistic 

premise.  But first!  Ellison Sparks is a junior, and lives through a horrible Monday:  bad hair on picture 

day, a driving ticket on her way to school, a disagreement with her best friend, losing an election for 

class office, and to top it off, her boyfriend breaks up with her that night.  As she goes to sleep  Monday 
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night,  she wishes for a do-over.  Not until mid-morning the next day does she realize her wish has been 

granted.  But as she lives the day again and again,  she finally begins to question what actually makes for 

a good day.  Ellie grows up, and the book I expected to be teen trash is really much more than a new 

Groundhog Day, especially given the fantastic soundtrack Brody includes.  No sex, drugs, or offensive 

language. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

Brooks, Kevin     978-1-5124-0418-0  $18.99  416 p. 

Naked '76      Carolrhoda Lab, 2016 

The story is narrated by Lili Garcia today.  She is writing about her experiences in 1976 with her punk 

band Naked.  Lili was a very shy 17 year-old who trained herself to play classical piano.  She was the 

daughter of a mentally ill ex-model and an absentee movie producing father who left them in a large 

London Victorian mansion when her mother became pregnant with Lili.  She basically raises herself.  

One day, while practicing piano at school she is approached by Curtis who is a popular, outgoing and 

very good looking boy at her school.  He invites her to try out for his new band Naked.  The story 

progresses as the band makes its way into the London punk scene.  Lily and Curtis become an 

inseparable couple even when Curtis becomes overly involved in “the scene” and with drugs.  

Eventually, the band needs a new guitarist and the third important character in the book arrives.  

William is a mysterious, quiet, and very talented musician from Belfast Ireland.  As quiet as William is 

about his past, he brings his issues with the IRA into the story as he and Lily become closer.  This is a 

really well written story and punk rock lovers will enjoy the names of bands, people and songs from the 

early London punk era.  It may be a hard sell to teens who are not interested in that era, don’t engage 

with the adult perspective of the narrator or can’t manage their way through the 400+ page novel.   

Age Level: High School 

JoAnn Olsson, Liberty High School 

 

Brunner, Kym     9780544800854  $17.99  351 p. 

Flip the Bird      Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2016 

Fourteen-year-old Mercer (named for the town of his conception, as older brother, Lincoln, and younger 

sister, Madison) is an aspiring falconry apprentice to his father, accomplished in rehabilitation of and 

hunting with birds of prey.  His mom’s the director of a medical research facility including some 

experiments using dogs.  Mercer has the luck to develop a crush on the daughter of some rabid animal 

rights protester-activists.  A sort of Romeo and Juliet intrigue develops, with their friends not so 

supportive.  The lying gets increasingly difficult to maintain, feelings get hurt, and some major vandalism 

damages property and birds.  Details of falconry and raptors are explained along the way, with only a 

few errors.  The budding romance is nipped uncharacteristically logically, but other flirting distractions 

resume fairly quickly.  There is some light profanity.  While mostly palatable for animal fans, the ending 
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section is a bit more hunting-happy than most modern readers are likely to expect.  It might also serve 

readers who appreciate quirky romances (safe save perhaps the older brother’s off-page exploits).   

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School, Grades 6-10 

Alan Grenon, Sylvester Middle School 

 

Busby, Cylin     978-0-06-235460-0  $17.99  282 p. 

The Stranger Game     Balzer + Bray, 2016 

When Nico Morris’s 15-year-old sister disappeared four years ago, her entire family was devastated--

almost. Nico truly enjoyed being an only child now and simply felt relief that the daily bullying and 

cruelty her older sister Sarah heaped on her constantly was gone. Now Nico is 15 years old herself and 

has blossomed into a teen who looks identical to Sarah. So when Nico’s parents get the call that Sarah 

has been found--but she has amnesia, Nico is nervous and her parents are overjoyed. Yet the Sarah that 

returns home is a shallow shell of her former fearsome self. This version of Sarah is kind, gentle, and 

tentative. Sarah’s retrograde amnesia means she no longer remembers her favorite foods, books, etc. 

Even though Nico is thrilled to have the kind of sister she always wanted, she can sense the dark clouds 

looming over her family’s happily ever after ending. It seems that even though Sarah can’t remember 

what happened to her, someone else definitely can. Teens will love this fast-paced story full of emotion 

and twists. Nico and Sarah take turns narrating the story that keeps the reader riveted until the closing 

pages.  

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen Middle School 

 

Deuker, Carl     978-0-544-64961-3  $17.99  329 p. 

Gutless      Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2016 

Brock get a chance to throw a football around when the star quarterback for his team randomly needs 

him to catch at the park.  Brock has nice hands, so he goes out for the team when school starts.  He 

makes friends with Richie, a small Asian kid at school too.  When Hunter, the quarterback, has some 

struggles, he takes it out on Richie, and Brock struggles to have the balls to stand up for his friend Richie.  

It almost leads to a school shooting-type situation.  Highly recommended! 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 

 

DiMartino, Michael    978-1-62672-336-8  $16.99  363 p. 

Rebel Genius      Roaring Brook, 2016 
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The beginning of a series of books, this is a passable fantasy set under the rule of an autocratic female 

ruler.  She has banned Geniuses, the animal representation of artists that attends them and allows them 

to work a sort of magic. When Giacomo is given his genius suddenly, he must hide from the authorities.  

He is taken to a secret place to train his skills, but soon thrust into a mission to recover a missing object 

the ruler wants badly.  A man and his golem creature are also chasing him. It doesn't hit on all cylinders 

for me, but it is decent.  Age recommendation: 5th-9th 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 

 

Donnelly, Jennifer    9789-0-385-73760-4 $19.99  484 p. 

These Shallow Graves    Delacorte, 2015 

Set in 1890 New York City, this murder mystery caught me on page one.  Jo Monfort was born into 

money and prestige.  Her family is involved in the shipping industry.  She finds that she is bound by her 

position in society and longs to be a reporter like Nellie Bly.  The mystery begins when her father is 

found dead in his study; first it is thought to be a suicide, then an accident and as Jo investigates 

MURDER!  Jo and her new found friend Eddie a reporter begin the journey to find out who killed her 

father and many family secrets and lies are unwound.  Jo is told she must follow the acceptable protocol 

for a young woman of her time, yet she finds her curiosity and drive to get to the secrets pushes her 

towards the edge of life she has never entered before.   I believed in all the characters of this story, and 

enjoyed the connections that are made as we follow our heroine on her journey.  I recommend this 

book it is a great book your historical fiction fans.    9th grade + 

Age Level: High School 

Kelly Crickmore, Issaquah High School 

 

Drakeford, Lisa    978-0-545-94027-6  $17.99  240 p. 

The Baby      Chicken House, 2016 

Someone has been locked in the bathroom for a very long time, and now everyone can hear the moans 

and cries. When Olivia and Ben break down the door, they find Nicola giving birth. No one knew she was 

pregnant, not even Nicola. When she admits that she had slept with Olivia’s boyfriend, their friendship is 

shattered. The baby girl changes everything for Nicola, Olivia, her boyfriend Jonty, Ben, and even Olivia’s 

little sister Alice.  

 

In a story told in alternating chapters each focusing on one of the characters, we see the impact the 

baby has on the lives of the teens and adults around them. What could have been an ordinary 

cautionary tale of teen pregnancy and parenthood is actually a look at friendship and betrayal and the 

impact of poor choices can have. Olivia is smart & pretty, but too tolerant of Jonty’s abusive behavior. 

Nicola is full of self-doubt and Jonty’s attention causes her to forget her best friend. Jonty has anger 
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issues based in abandonment by his father and mother. Ben is gay, but only out to Olivia & Nicola, and 

Alice has social issues (she’s amazingly smart, but her constant companions are invisible animals). I was 

pleasantly surprised to like this book. Yes, everything works out in the end (with one notable surprise) 

and some will find the ending too pat and unrealistic, but I enjoyed the story and think teen girls will 

too. Because of some profanity, drinking and a pretty graphic birth scene, recommended for 9th grade 

and up.  

Age Level: High School 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

Falkner, Brian    978-0-374-30077-7  $17.99  340 p. 

Clash of Empires, Battlesaurus #2  Farrar Straus Giroux, 2016 

Because of his titanic victory at Waterloo, Napoleon sends his best gnerel and his fiercest dinosaurs to 

quell England's resistance in this continuation of a reimagined historical warfare with dinosaurs.  

Napoleon really wants to capture Willem and his friends too, because Willem is a bit of a dino whisperer 

and he is the only thing that Napoleon fears in stopping his attack. A dino siege of an English castle is a 

high point of the book as Triceratops and T-Rexes attack.  

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 

 

Fayers, Claire     9781627794206  $16.99  314 p. 

The Voyage to Magical North   Henry Holt, 2016 

Brine Seaborne has no idea who she is or where she comes from—or why she was abandoned in a 

rowboat three years earlier. She has been working in the house of Tallis Magus, a master magician, 

serving he and Peter Magus, a fisherman’s son who is an apprentice magician and learning from the 

great Magus. When they discover that Magus is going to give Brine to another wealthy man as a servant 

and marry Peter to his daughter, the kids make a plan to run away. They are caught by Magus and end 

up fleeing for their lives into the sea, where they are picked up by pirates on the ship the Onion¬—

captained by the legendary Cassie O’Pia. Once on board, they discover that the pirate life is not what 

they imagined, and they eventually venture to the Magical North, with the most powerful magician ever 

locked in the hold of the ship. Fayers weaves a number of themes throughout, including finding one’s 

place in the world, showing how easy it is to be manipulated, the influence of power, the importance of 

figuring out who to trust, the value of stories, all wrapped up in some wonderful silliness and wordplay. 

Chapters lead off with “quotations” from the books and journals of scientist and explorer Aldebran 

Boswell, the stomach turning recipes “of a gourmet pirate,” and the Ballad of Cassie O’Pia. All in all, an 

engaging adventure for middle readers. 

Age Level: Grades 5-8 

Elizabeth Metcalf, Redmond Middle School 



24 
 

 

Gaiman, Neil and Russell, P. Craig  978-0-06-242188-3  $35.00  356 p. 

The Graveyard Book (GN)   Harper, 2016 

You already know how awesome The Graveyard Book was in print.  Now, all you need to know is that 

this loving , faithful adaptation of the book retains all of the creativity, pathos and charm of the original.  

It has lavish color pages, it is heavy and feels solid in the hand, this is top-shelf treatment!  356 pages of 

excellent art and words which touch the emotions.  Highly recommended.  

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 

 

Garcia, Kami     978-1250-079190  $18.99  370 p. 

The Lovely Reckless    Imprint, 2016 

Frankie Devereux has the perfect life.  She lives with her mother and rich step-father, gets straight A’s at 

a prestigious private school, and has the perfect boyfriend.  This all ends when she witnesses her 

boyfriend get beaten to death in the parking lot after a party.  Everything changes for her as she can’t 

remember the incident and suffers from PTSD.  Her grades drop, her attitude toward life changes and 

then she is finally arrested for drunk driving.  She is sent to her father’s house in the Downs to go to 

public school.  Her father is an undercover cop who works with car thieves.  Here she meets bad boy 

Marco.   Marco fixes and street races cars.  He also steals them.  Frankie falls in love with him and her 

father finds out through surveillance photos.  The characters are not really believable and the plot is 

very cliché and predictable.  This high school level book is a big shrug for me, but high school romance 

lovers will probably still like it.   

Age Level: High School 

JoAnn Olsson, Liberty High School 

 

Goslee, S. J.     978-1-62672-399-3  $17.99  266 p. 

Whatever      Roaring Brook, 2016  

Mike is about to start his junior year and he’s having issues. His girlfriend breaks up with him, he gets 

“volunteered” to be class VP, his band members are arguing, and he might be gay or bi or something. 

The worst part is he’s attracted to Wallace, and Wallace seems to be attracted to him. Of all people! 

 

This is one of the truest high school books I’ve read in a long time. Some reviews compare it to Perks, 

and the comparison is valid. This is not a high action thriller, but instead the focus is on the emotions 

and relationships that impact teens. Mike is a realistic character with moments of bravado, moments of 

indecision, and many more moments of confusion & dismay – real teen life. I really liked that Mike is 
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struggling with his sexual orientation and that his friends and family want to help with varying results. 

There’s no happily ever after, but there’s no major trauma either, just average teens dealing with 

average teen issues. Loved it. Recommended for high school because of language and one particularly 

detailed (& hot!) sex scene.  

Age Level: High School 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

Green, Tim     978-0-06-229382-4  $16.99  341 p. 

Left Out      Harper, 2016 

When his mom gets a new job, seventh grader Landon Dorch has to move again, from Cleveland to New 

York. He decides to make this move a new start, a chance to realize his dream to play football, even with 

cochlear implants. What Landon really wants, and what he thinks football will offer him, is acceptance. 

He is tired of being seen as “different” because of the way he talks or has to read lips to understand 

everything being said. Landon may get his chance to play football and might even learn to stand up for 

himself instead of letting his sister or his mom stand up for him.   Tired of being bullied and teased and 

left out of things, Landon finds in football the chance to be a player in a surprising way. This book is 

appropriate for all middle school readers, and will be especially compelling for those who are involved in 

athletics or who have ever felt “left out” in life. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Bethany Steirer, Rose Hill Middle School 

 

Griffin, Sarah Maria    978-0-06-240888-4   $17.99  395 p. 

Spare and Found Parts     Greenwillow Books, 2016 

Almost all technology is banned in this future world except enhanced prosthetics that help the many 

people who are missing body parts after an epidemic. Even in this strange society, Nell Crane is unusual. 

Her father is renowned for creating all the replacement parts including Nell’s very own clockwork heart. 

Her heart is ticking more loudly lately as she deals with anxiety over her own “contribution”. Because of 

her pedigree, she is expected to come up with something amazing or she’ll have to marry or go to work 

on the statue. When she finds an old mannequin hand, Nell is inspired. What if she can build a boy and 

bring him to life? But, that will require a computer and they are illegal. Nell knows her quest will be 

controversial, but she doesn’t realize it will uncover dark secrets all around her. This is an odd book that 

I’m still not sure if I liked or not. It has elements of Frankenstein and elements of dystopian (fear of 

information and technology) that are interesting. But, the world building is fairly vague so it won’t grab 

my typical dystopian teen readers. If I can find the right student, I’ll recommend it, but I think the 

audience will be limited. Grades 9+. 

Age Level: High School 

Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School 
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Hall, Sandy     978-1-250-10065-8  $9.99  214 p. 

Been Here All Along    Swoon Reads, 2016 

Gideon and Kyle have been friends and next-door neighbors since they were five. They share a love of 

Lord of the Rings (Gideon loves the books, Kyle the movies) and video games. Now that they are Seniors 

in high school, things are about to change dramatically. Kyle is about to come out to his girlfriend as bi, 

and Gideon is just discovering that he’s really attracted to Kyle, as more than a friend. 

 

Told in the alternating voices of Gideon, Kyle, Ruby (Kyle’s girlfriend) and Ezra (Gideon’s brother) we see 

as the boys’ relationship develops into much more than friendship. This is a sweet story, very realistic 

for this enlightened era (everyone seems to be just fine with Gideon & Kyle’s sexual orientation) and the 

tension is created when Ruby shows her jealousy and starts a series of events that go (not so) terribly 

wrong. There’s nothing earth-shattering here, just a sweet story suitable for even younger teens. A 

classic example of what Swoon Reads offers. Recommended for middle school and up. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

Hall, Sandy     978-1-250-10065-8  $9.99  214 p. 

Been Here All Along    Swoon Reads, 2016 

A happy romance with LGBTQ characters.  These two boys don’t face the external conflicts about social 

norms, but rather internal conflicts about recognizing you’ve fallen in love with your best friend.  It 

begins when Kyle is worried that if he tells his girlfriend he’s bi, she’ll be upset.  Since he hasn’t ever 

acted on this impulse, his best friend -- academic superstar Gideon -- easily dismisses his concern until 

he realizes he’s jealous of Ruby, Kyle’s girlfriend.  No sex, lots of sarcasm, lots of slang, lots of funny 

awkwardness and four teenage narrators.   

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

Hatke, Ben     978-1-62672-265-1  $22.99  205 p. 

Mighty Jack, Mighty Jack #1 (GN)  First Second, 2016 

In this modern retelling of Jack and the bean stalk, Jack, seeming 12 or 13, has a differently abled 

younger sister, Maddy, who doesn’t speak.  Their single mom is struggling with multiple jobs to make 

ends meet.  When Maddy speaks, insisting Jack buy a salesman’s odd seed packets, Jack, shocked, 

trades the car keys for the seeds.  Mom’s upset.  The car is recovered in a ditch with a thank you 

scrawled on it.  Jack’s watching Maddy when Mom’s working this summer, and the two of them make a 
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garden and plant the seeds.  A menagerie of odd, animate plants quickly grows, and the two kids, 

together with a home-schooled neighbor, Lilly (equipped with swords and the skills to use them), 

explore it.  Some of the plants are dangerous, some, eaten, give powers.  When Maddy’s endangered, 

Jack torches the lot.  Maddy sneaks out and plants the one kind of seed Jack refused, as just touching 

the packet called up a vision of a monster.  Sure enough, the monster appears, and it takes Maddy 

through a plant portal into some other world.  Book one ends with Jack and Lilly following to attempt 

rescue.  Obviously, sequels will follow.  There’s also a vegetal, perhaps wise, dragon, and it’s not clear 

whether it or some kind-seeming plants really are good or not.  A hint of romance between the 

neighbors is right for the age.  The art’s well up to the standards of this publisher.  Readers will need the 

sequel pretty quickly.   

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School, Grades 5-10 

Comments:  Color by Alex Campbell and Hilary Sycamore 

Alan Grenon, Sylvester Middle School 

 

Hatke, Ben     9781626722644  $14.99  205 p. 

Mighty Jack, Mighty Jack #1 (GN)  First Second, 2016 

This garden is out of control!  Jack and his sister, Maddy, procure seeds from a mysterious vendor at a 

flea market. Soon, they find themselves battling carnivorous vegetation with their new friend, sword-

wielding Lilly.  Hatke is known for his blockbuster series, “Zita the Spacegirl,” and here, he introduces a 

new family and epic adventure set in the same universe as Zita.  There are several crossover characters 

from the Zita stories, and the ending of this first volume leads the reader to expect more familiar faces 

or places.  The plot also borrows some elements from the classic fairytale “Jack and the Beanstalk.”  

Maddy is autistic, introducing a welcome ability-diverse character to Hatke’s universe.  Though an astute 

reader might wish for more visible or cultural diversity, there is potential for improvement in this area in 

future volumes.  This is the first time Hatke has depended upon colorists for an entire published work, 

but his previous quality level is sustained, and readers will not notice any lack of continuity in his 

aesthetic.  He varies his panel and page layout, ensures the story is well-paced and easy to follow, and 

keeps his characters distinct.  A surefire hit with fans of Hatke’s oeuvre, and heartily recommended for 

all libraries serving children, teens, or a general audience. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Raina Sedore, Lacey Timberland Library 

 

Hennessey, M.G.    978-0-06-242766-3  $16.99  234 p. 

The Other Boy     Harper, 2016 

Shane Woods is a pretty average twelve-year-old. He loves hanging out with his best friend, playing 

baseball, drawing his very own graphic novel, and spending time with his mom. What the rest of the kids 

in Shane’s class don’t know, though, is that at his old school in San Francisco, he wasn’t called “he”. He 
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was called “she”. And they also don’t know that the trips he takes to San Francisco to visit his father 

serve another purpose – he is seeing a doctor for hormone blockers, and is trying to decide whether or 

not to begin testosterone. As a story about a young trans boy, this book fills a much needed gap in 

middle-grade literature. Though the story is somewhat formulaic, Shane and his family’s journey (his 

father has trouble coming to terms with Shane’s identity and he deals with some bullying at school) is an 

important story for middle-grade readers to hear. Interspersed throughout the book are illustrations 

from the graphic novel Shane is writing, created by trans* queer comic writer Sfe R. Monster. An 

instance of ableist language is troubling and should be noted, and the book is not written by a trans* 

person, but overall this book is recommended for elementary and middle school collections. I hope 

more books in this vein are created by #ownvoices writers – when more exist, this book may become a 

less necessary addition to library collections.  

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, Too young for YA 

Sara White, Olympia Timberland Library 

 

Hirsch, Andy     978-1-62672-279-8  $16.99  214 p. 

Varmints (GN)    First Second, 2016 

A pair of spunky siblings working their way through the West, looking for a criminal mastermind called 

"Pa."  They get in a wacky race with the grand prize of getting to meet Pa.  After they win, it turns out 

not to be Pa, but a representative of his, so the search continues. Squeaky clean, with cartoony, 

appealing artwork.  High-quality, First Second publishing graphic novel, can go really low. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 

 

Honeyman, Kay    978-0545812320  $17.66  352 p. 

Interference      Arthur A Levine, 2016 

Interference, by Kay Honeyman, is a contemporary realistic fiction novel that takes place in East Texas. 

Kate is the daughter of a politician and the family has left DC because of some photos of her which were 

posted to the school website by her supposed boyfriend. The pictures showed her less than happy with 

her family and the campaigning that was necessary to keep her father in office. 

Once in Texas, Kate comes to love the land and the people and realizes that her father really is the best 

man for the job of local congressman. She helps her aunt run an animal shelter and she learns how to 

give the photographs she takes “soul,” so that she can be accepted into an art school when she 

graduated from high school. 

The book has some similarities to Jane Austin’s Emma. Kate is always trying to fix other people’s lives 

and can’t see what she needs in her own life. Hunter is the boy who she is always arguing with, but who 

is always there when she needs him, Kyle is the football hero who seems to have it all together, but who 

cares for no one but himself. This was an interesting read with believable characters and great family 
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drama as well. Kate learns a lot and grows during her time in Texas, and so do her parents. Recommend 

for 6th grade through 12th. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Nickie Travis, Lindbergh HS 

 

Jack, Gordon     978-0-06-239939-7  $17.99  336 p. 

The Boomerang Effect    HarperTeen, 2016 

Due to a seemingly harmless prank gone awry, high school junior Lawrence is on the edge of 

suspension/expulsion.  The only thing that can get him out of it?  "Mentoring" a Norwegian freshman 

genius named Spencer with no social skills around school.  But, as pressure builds on Lawrence as other 

pranks that are not his are attributed to him, Spencer turns out to be a mentor to him too!  Highly 

recommended. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 

 

Johansson, J. R.    978-0-374-30025-8  $17.99  346 p. 

The Row      Farrar Straus Giroux, 2016 

Riley Beckett, 17, has been visiting her father on death row every week for the past 10 years.  

Being the daughter of a convicted serial killer has been a challenge for Riley and her mother as they’ve 

been bullied and harassed by neighbors and classmates. Yet Riley holds onto to her father’s claims of 

being falsely accused and hopes to have her family reunited one day. Then her dad’s execution date is 

set.  Riley is shocked when her dad confesses to her that he really did kill those women and that it’s time 

for her and her mother to move on without him. This causes Riley to do what it takes to uncover the 

truth about her father, including asking tough questions of those around her. She’s scared to find out if 

she’s the daughter of a murderer. Riley turns to her new friend (and romantic interest) Jordan who has 

secrets of his own---his dad is the police officer who arrested her dad. Riley’s journey toward adulthood 

is difficult and complicated as she learns tough lessons about family, secrets, and love. Teens will love 

the romance, mystery and twisty turns of this realistic stand-alone novel. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen Middle School 

 

Kaufman, Amy & Jay Kristoff  978-0-553-49915-5  $19.99  659 p. 

Gemina, The Illuminae Files #2  Alfred A. Knopf, 2016 
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The focus of this book is Jump Station Heimdall, which is where the science vessel Hypatia is heading 

after surviving the deadly massacre at Kerenza conducted by the BeiTech Corporation, which is more 

desperate than ever to contain this news. With the help of an inside man, BeiTech is succeeding and 

they’ve just landed a team at Heimdall to take care of the rest of witnesses before Hypatia arrives.  Once 

again, the story is told through unique narration devices, such as trial transcripts, u-mail, radio 

messages, IMs, journal entries and illustrations--but with mainly new characters. Rich girl Hanna 

Donnelly fights off boredom by hanging out with her boyfriend, drawing in her diary, and occasionally 

partaking in dust (space’s version of meth). Her drug dealer, Nik Malikov, is a gang member and former 

convict. The story unfolds from their perspectives, as well as Nik’s computer hacker cousin, Ella, as we 

once again read of daring adventures and combat scenes. This time chaos is unleashed in the form of 

lamina (caterpillar-like parasites which have psychoactive venom and a ferocious appetite). Teens will 

love the non-stop action, danger, and increasing tension-filled twists and turns as once again, the 

underdogs fight against an evil corporation. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen Middle School 

 

Kelly, J. M.     978-0-544-74782-1  $17.99  340 p. 

Speed of Life      Houghton Mifflin, 2016 

It’s not easy to raise a baby, especially when you’re trying to finish high school, work, and have so little 

help from the adults around you. But 18 year old twins, Crystal and Amber, are getting along OK raising 

Natalie together, sharing a bedroom in their mom’s house and scheduling school and work so they can 

alternate taking care of Nat with a little help from their friend, Han. Everything is going according to plan 

and once they graduate they can move into their own apartment, work full time, and support 

themselves. Then Crystal begins to dream of college and an auto restoration degree from a college in 

Kansas, of all places! Amber is NOT happy! 

 

I loved this story. It’s one of resilience, the importance of family and education, and how secrets can 

wreak havoc in a relationship. The voices of the girls and everyone around them ring true (even, 

unfortunately, the school counselor who spills a secret when she confuses which girl she is talking to). 

The emotions are raw and will feel real to teens. Although there’s a definite message about how one 

mistake (or even 2,3,4) shouldn’t ruin your life and a strong message about the importance of an 

education, none of the storyline seemed preachy. Yes, the ending is happy (and maybe a bit saccharin), 

but I think teens will appreciate the way the girls work out their issues and get on with their lives 

successfully. Some minor profanity, but otherwise recommended for teens grades 8 and up 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

Kendall, Christine    9780545924047  $16.99  213 p. 
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Riding Chance     Scholastic, 2016 

Troy isn't a bad kid, but he lives in a bad neighborhood, and he's been making some poor choices lately.  

To divert his behavior, Troy is enrolled in Philadelphia's Work to Ride program, where at-risk youth are 

taught to care for and ride horses.  Troy immediately falls in love with horses, especially the polo pony 

Chance.  But will the horses ever be more important than his old friends? 

 

Unlike Ghetto Cowboy (Neri, 2011), this book gets all the horse details right. The Work to Ride program 

exists in real life, and really does field a winning polo team. Troy's "rough" life outside the stables 

doesn't seem very rough: his family is loving and supportive, his neighbors are poor but dignified with 

the exception of one bad egg.   Younger readers looking for a non-violent coming-of-age story will be 

satisfied.  No gunshots, no drug overdoses, no tragic equine deaths. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Aarene Storms, KCLS 

 

Kirby, Matthew J.     978-0545855518  $9.99  320 p. 

Last Descendants, Assassins Creed: Last Descendats #1  Scholastic, 2016 

Last Descendants by Matthew J. Kirby is the first novel in the Assassin’s Creed series. It is an adolescent 

novel that would be great for 9th grade and up. The story starts with Owen whose father supposedly 

robbed a bank, was convicted of the crime and then killed in prison. Owen doesn’t believe his father is 

guilty and he wants to use some new technology to go into the past and see what really happened. 

What he doesn’t know is that Morgan, the man who is supposedly helping him, is actually looking for 

young people who have specific DNA to help him find some relics of power that have been lost in time. 

When Owen sees one of these relics while he is travelling in time, his life is immediately in danger. Two 

groups of assassins will stop at nothing to obtain and control these objects. 

I liked this book. It has enough sci-fi aspects to interest present-day kids, and it deals pretty accurately 

with historical events while providing a pulse pounding thrill ride. The book is based off the video game 

Assassin’s Creed.  

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Nickie Travis, Lindbergh HS 

 

Krys, Michelle    978-0-553-50802-4  $17.99  287 p. 

Dead Girls Society      Delacorte, 2016 

Thanks to cystic fibrosis (and her overprotective mom), Hope doesn’t get to do very much in her life. She 

has a best friend, Ethan, who she’s secretly in love with, but now that he has a girlfriend even he isn’t 

around much. When Hope gets a mysterious email inviting her to play in a “game of thrills and dares” 
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she’s intrigued. Even though she knows it’s risky, she sneaks out in the middle of the night to learn 

more. She finds several other girls from her school (although there is no obvious link between them) and 

they are told if they participate in a series of dares, the winner will get $100,000 and the losers will be 

eliminated. It quickly becomes clear that eliminated means something more sinister than just expulsion 

from the game. Hope gets in deeper and deeper and needs to figure out who is behind the game before 

it’s too late. Predictable, but fun; fans of Sara Shepard would likely enjoy this 2017 Quick Pick. Grades 

8+.  

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School 

 

Krys, Michelle    978-0-553-50802-4  $17.99  292 p. 

Dead Girls Society     Delacorte, 2016 

A mysterious email is sent to Hope Callahan, a young high school student who happens to also be 

battling Cystic Fibrosis.  Hope is bored from being sequestered inside her home and finds an intriguing 

invitation in her email inbox.  The “Society” has invited her to come out and play a game, or actually 

goads her to come out to play and possibly win $100,000.00.  After weeks in “in house lock down.” to 

protect her from all the dirt that the world functions around, she decides to accept the challenges of the 

game.  She quickly finds the dirt is not only the particles that restrict her breathing, but deep family 

secrets that impact all of the game’s competitors.  I chose this story due to the CF lead character and 

found it to do a decent job of explaining the battle against this disease.  This story kept me reading, but 

it has some flaws.  I guessed who the culprit was by the middle of the story; I did not guess how the 

ending twists would come about.  It was a good read.  8th grade +. 

Age Level: High School 

Kelly Crickmore, Issaquah High School 

 

Littman, Sarah Darer    978-0-545-90437-7  $17.99  305 p. 

In Case You Missed It    Scholastic, 2016 

Sammy is reaching the end of her junior year and the pressure is building. Besides SATs and AP exams, 

drivers’ license tests, prom date (or NO prom date), she has to deal with a security breach at her father’s 

bank that extended to the family’s personal computers. Now her diary is online, her dad’s job is at risk, 

he mother has cancer, and her best friends hate her. How is she going to make it through the year? 

 

Sammy’s a great character – a little whiny, but what teenage girl isn’t? How she deals with all the 

trauma and drama makes for a very readable and (mostly) believable story. Everything turns out well in 

the end, and although that might be unrealistic it somehow makes sense. A sweet, easy to read, 

engaging story perfect for teen girls. For fans of Sarah Dessen and the like. Recommended for 7th grade 

and up.  
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Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

Marriott, Zoe     978-0-7636-6959-1  $16.99  356 p. 

Frail Human Heart, Name of the Blade #3 Candlewick Press, 2015 

Book #3 in the series – a Japanese inspired urban adventure series with a strong female lead character. 

Mio and her katana are the only things standing between the human world and the apocalypse. 

Recommended (if you have books 1 & 2) for middle school and up 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

Mason, Simon     9781338036428  $18.99  420 p. 

Running Girl, Garvie Smith Mystery #1 David Ficking Books/Scholastic Inc., 2014/2016 

Garvie Smith is sixteen—a genius and a complete slacker, who knows how to negotiate the streets of his 

city better than most adults. He has brought his mother to her absolute and, and nothing seems likely to 

rouse him from his disinterest--until Chloe Dow goes missing while out on a run and is later found 

murdered—her body dumped in a location that he knows she would have never ventured alone near 

dark. Garvie crosses paths with Inspector Ramainder Singh, the lead on the case, alternately infuriating 

and intriguing him. What starts as something of an amusement for Garvie becomes serious, as he 

realizes that Chloe’s murder has numerous suspects—including her most recent stoner, drop-out 

boyfriend, who is clearly innocent—and that the investigators are missing important leads and clues. He 

ventures into seedy casinos and neighborhoods, trying to figure out the secret life that Chloe had been 

living, and comes face to face with dangerous men who do not want their own secrets revealed. All the 

while, he is feeling the pressure of his mother’s despair in him and her “deadline” for dropping his 

personal investigation and getting himself back in school before she moves the both of them back to 

Barbados. Ultimately, the final puzzle piece clicks into place for Garvie—of course, just in time. Good 

twists and turns; an engaging who-done-it, with numerous potential suspects and motives. Caution: 

drug use, implied pedophilia. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School, Grades 8/9 and up 

Elizabeth Metcalf, Redmond Middle School 

 

Mathieu, Jennifer    978-1-62672-238-5   $17.99  308 p. 

Afterward       Roaring Brook, 2016 

Four days might not seem like a lot, but it is an eternity for Caroline when her 10-year-old brother is 

kidnapped. When Dylan is found, he is not alone. Another boy, Ethan, is also discovered. For Ethan it has 
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been four years since he was taken. Both boys are traumatized and so are their families. Caroline is 

desperate to help Dylan, but due to his severe autism, he cannot talk about what happened; he can only 

act out. Knowing it will be awkward, Caroline approaches Ethan hoping he can help. But, Ethan can 

barely process his own experience, let alone someone else’s. Despite this, an odd friendship develops 

between them as they connect through music. The characters (parents included) in this novel feel very 

real: they struggle and make mistakes, and not everything wraps up neatly in a little bow. Luckily Ethan 

has a fantastic therapist who helps him; I can only wish that all trauma survivors were so lucky. 

Recommend grades 8+. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School 

 

McDaniel, Lurlene    9780385744218  $17.99  317 p. 

Losing Gabriel     Delacorte, 2016 

If you have students looking for tear-jerker books, give them this one! What's a YA book without a love 

triangle? In this book, it is Dawson, Lani, and Sloan. Dawson is newly arrived to Windemere, TN and he 

instantly garners lots of attention with his smarts and good looks. Sloan has a terrible home life and just 

wants to play music and get out of Windermere. Lani wants to be a nurse and help people and is willing 

to work as hard as necessary to make it happen. Their stories become inextricably bound together and 

with a little boy named Gabriel who has life-threatening allergies. 

 

Savvy readers will find the plot predictable for the most part but will remain engaged nonetheless 

hoping that their predictions about what is going to happen will not come true. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Anne Dame, Einstein Middle School 

 

McGee, Katharine    978-0-06-241859-3  $18.99  437 p. 

The Thousandth Floor     Harper, 2016 

Interesting story set in New York 100 years in the future, in a massive, thousand-story building that is a 

city unto itself.The richer you are, the higher up you live. The story mixes highliers and low-level teens 

together, with explosive results. Boy problems haven't gone away, either has jealousy or greed.  A great 

read for those girls who want a futuristic Mean Girls. Recommended for HS, due to a little, tame sex and 

drug use. 

Age Level: High School 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 
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McMann, Lisa     978-0-06-233714-6   $16.99  375 p. 

Going Wild, Going Wild #1   Harper, 2016 

Charlie Wilde has just moved away from all her friends in Chicago and is trying to adjust to life in hot and 

humid Arizona.  While unpacking boxes she finds a mysterious bracelet, addressed to her, with no note.  

It looks like a smart watch that will keep track of her athletic abilities and being a star soccer player she 

is excited about the possibilities.  However, once she puts it on, she finds that she gets something other 

than an athletic tracker, she gets amazing strength and speed abilities.  With the help of two new 

friends, she starts to discover all the powers that her bracelet gives her as well as the fact that she can’t 

take it off.  However, what happens when others discover that Charlie has the bracelet and they want 

the powers too. 

This is a good start to a new series by Lisa McMann (author of the Unwanteds series).  There were times 

when the writing seemed too verbose and that entire scenes were not needed, but I think that teens will 

be able to read past this and enjoy the story.  Charlie is a likeable character and readers will enjoy seeing 

all of her powers come out.  The last few chapters do a great job setting up for the next book in the 

series which teens will be waiting for.   

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Bethany Steirer, Rose Hill Middle School 

 

Mills, Claudia      978-0-374-30164-4   $15.99  248 p. 

Write This Down     Farrar Straus Giroux, 2016 

Autumn dreams of being a published writer.  She not only is writing her first novel, but she is also a poet, 

with the subject of most of her poems being the dreamy Cameron that she sits next to in Journalism 

class.  However, when her older brother, Hunter, finds her poems and starts reading them to her band 

mates, she is devastated and determined to get even, the only way that she knows how, through 

writing.  Autumn struggles with jealously when her best friend gets the recognition that she craves, 

while all she gets is rejection after rejection.   

This is a solid realistic fiction pick for students looking at ways to handle the typical issues that pop up in 

middle school.  Autumn is trying to be older, yet wants to stay a kid, and what happens when all the 

people that she thought that she knew, start to change.  The majority of the book focuses on her 

relationship with her brother and what happens in her Journalism class with her best friend, archenemy, 

and her crush.  I thought that this was a simple, fun read.   

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Bethany Steirer, Rose Hill Middle School 

 

Monir, Alexandra    9780385743907  $17.99  260 p. 

The Girl in the Picture    Delacorte, 2016 
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Nicole Morgan, musical prodigy attending Oyster Bay Prep, where the murdered body of soccer star 

Chace Porter has just been discovered, is the girl in the picture.  She’s the girl in pictures found in the 

dead boy’s pocket: a strip of photo booth pictures showing a couple in love, even though everyone 

knows Chace was dating Lana Rivera, the popular girl at school. What is the story behind the pictures? 

What was the status of Chace and Lana’s relationship? Of Chace and Nicole’s? And what happened to 

Chace? Who killed him and why?  All these questions and more are answered in this engaging love 

triangle/murder mystery, told in alternating perspectives with jumps back and forth in time (the love 

story unfolds alongside the murder investigation).   

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Dawn Lindgren, Cascade Middle School 

 

Morrill, Lauren    978-0-553-49801-1  $17.99  278 p. 

My Unscripted Life     Delacorte, 2016 

Dee’s summer between her junior and senior years are not working out as planned. She didn’t get 

accepted to an arts program at the university, but her best friend did get accepted to the summer STEM 

program so Dee will be spending summer at home without her best friend. Then suddenly things start 

looking up – Dee helps out a stranger who’s lost and ends up with a paid internship on the set of a 

movie being filmed in town….a movie starring a popular heartthrob. Of course, they meet and hit it off. 

Of course, he’s just broken up with his girlfriend. Of course, just as Dee & Milo are getting closer the 

girlfriend shows up to co-star. Of course, the paparazzi publish photos of Dee & Milo. You get the 

picture. 

 

If you can suspend your disbelief, and ignore the ridiculously predictability of the plot, this is an 

entertaining teen romance. Completely readable, pretty fast paced, and harmless. With little profanity, 

only some mild sexuality, recommended for grades 7-9.  

Age Level: Junior High 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

Morrill, Lauren    978-0553498011  $17.99  288 p. 

My Unscripted LIfe     Delacorte, 2016 

My Unscripted Life by Lauren Morrill is a contemporary, realistic fiction book about Dee who lived in a 

small town in Georgia. She applied for an art internship with her best friend, and her best friend got the 

internship and now Dee is going to spend the summer without an internship, without her best friend, 

and questioning her abilities as an artist. 

But then she is invited to work for a movie company that is making a picture in her small town. While 

working there she meets Milo, the lead actor, who is famous for being a pop singer. He seems to blow 



37 
 

hot and cold when it comes to Dee and she is confused by his actions. Finally straight shooting Dee calls 

him out on his actions and Milo is impressed by her honesty. But just when these two different people 

are getting to know each other, Milo’s ex-girlfriend shows up. 

This was a quick read that most teen girls will love. 6th grade through HS. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Nickie Travis, Lindbergh HS 

 

Moss, Miriam     9780544783997  $17.99  277 p. 

Girl on a Plane     Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2016 

In this contemplative, fictionalized memoir, Moss writes about her experience as a passenger cum 

hostage on a hijacked airplane when she was fifteen years old.  After a couple of short chapters 

introducing her family and circumstances (British, military, stationed on Bahrain), Moss puts us on the 

plane.  She paints a picture of what it was like to be restricted onto that vessel -- with very little food, 

water, or comforts -- for several days, grounded in the hot Jordanian desert.  Moss writes in the 

Postscript and Q&A at the end that she doesn’t remember many of the people or details of the 

experience, hence the fictionalized nature of this telling.  The atmosphere on the airplane is 

uncomfortable and stressful, boring and psychologically traumatizing at the same time.  The hijackers 

came from Palestine, and their motivations in taking over the plane are discussed, but the focus is on 

Moss, and what she was thinking and feeling.  The story not only covers her time on the plane itself, but 

also some of what happened immediately afterwards, which extends the book farther than many 

authors might choose to go, even before the back matter.  Many aspects of life in 1970 are included, 

such as alcohol usage and underage smoking, and gendered behavior conforms to the era.  

Recommended for thoughtful readers in middle and high school, but do not promote this book as an 

action adventure. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School, Adult 

Raina Sedore, Lacey Timberland Library 

 

Niven, Jennifer    978-0-385-75592-4  $17.99  387 p. 

Holding Up the Universe    Alfred A. Knopf, 2016 

Libby Strout is starting back to public school again after being home for several years. After he mother 

died, she retreated into her grief and anxiety over death feeding it with food until one night she had to 

be rescued by a crane. Now she has to live down her reputation as the world’s fattest teen. 

 

Jack Masselin is cool, good looking, has a hot girlfriend, lots of friends and a huge secret. He is unable to 

recognize faces. Even the people who should be most familiar to him are really strangers, recognizable 

only by their hair or voice or posture. Jack and Libby become unlikely friends after Jack jumps Libby in a 
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“game” of Fat Girl Rodeo. She punches his lights out. They are assigned detention and counseling and 

find they are united in their quests to be “normal” and to be treated fairly and with respect, then their 

relationship becomes something else. 

 

Told in alternating chapters, we see the school year from Libby’s and Jack’s perspectives. The story is 

sometimes hilarious, sometimes horrifying, sometimes heartbreaking, but always believable. I know 

these kids – all of them! Both Jack and Libby exhibit characteristics we hope all our teens will discover, 

yet they are real teens with real flaws. I was rooting for Libby and Jack through it all and wasn’t 

disappointed.  Enough romance for the romance fans, but enough realism/problems to appeal to the 

fans of “problem fiction”. And you’ll learn something about human resilience and a neurological 

disorder called prosopagnosia. Highly recommended. I loved this book! Some profanity, but not 

outrageous, some sexual situations, but nothing offensive, lots of drinking & pot, so recommended for 

high school.  

Age Level: High School 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

Pearson, Mary E.    978-0-8050-9952-6  $18.99  679 p. 

The Beauty of Darkness, The Remnant Chronicles #3 Henry Holt, 2016 

Lia’s third book is better than the one before (nice change; I usually like the first one best!).  She and 

Kaden and Rafe are already fully fledged characters, and as they deal with conflict of leadership, they 

keep developing and end the book as pretty wise (young) adults.  The exotic settings continue to 

fascinate me, and the mythic atmosphere is intertwined with the dialogue and drama of war 

preparations, politics, and true love. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

Philpot, Chelsey    978-0-6-229372-5  $17.99  261 p. 

Be Good, Be Real, Be Crazy    HarperTeen, 2016 

Homer is happily living his life with his brother, Einstein, and their 2 dads in a small town in Florida. Then 

along comes Mia – pretty, independent, self-assured, and pregnant. There’s just something special 

about this girl and she quickly becomes like one of the family and Homer is falling in love. So when she 

decides that it’s time to move on – to find an old friend who’s offered her a place to live – it’s not too 

weird for Homer, Einstein, and Mia to pile into an old beater car they call the Banana and head north. 

Along the way they meet some pretty strange & quirky people and discover that things don’t always 

work our as expected. 
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I loved this book. Homer, Mia, Einstein, and Sid are great characters. The story is funny and sweet and 

sad and tugs at every heartstring. I laughed, cried, and sighed. The roadtrip storyline alternates with 

“parables” that tell the backstories of each character that read like fairytales adding to the emotion of 

the story. With little or no profanity, only some kissing & cuddling, and a message of friendship, love, 

and being yourself, this is recommended for all teens, middle school and up. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

Preller, James     9781250093912  $16.99  212 p. 

The Courage Test     Feiwel & Friends , 2016 

William Meriwether Miller has no interest a cross country trip with his father to follow the Lewis and 

Clark Trail, even if he is named for the explorers and his father has promised him an adventure. Will’s 

father, a university professor and Lewis and Clark scholar, has spent thirteen years working on a book, 

and needs Will’s help finishing it—but Will suspects there’s another reason for the trip, and the tests to 

his courage along the way will give him the foundation he needs for the real reason he is on the journey. 

The journey includes miles of driving, multi-day hiking and white-water rafting, meeting a descendant of 

the Nez Perce (who works on Wall Street), delivering a pregnant teen runaway to her cousin’s home, 

and coming face to face with a bear, during which Will comes to respect the outdoors and rebuild his 

relationship with his father. Preller weaves American history seamlessly throughout, and the emotional 

rollercoaster of adolescence is captured perfectly when, in an effort to prove a point to his father, Will 

impulsively throws his own cell phone out the car window—setting up Will to have to engage with the 

trip as he cannot disappear into his technology. A good father-son action/relationship story that 

addresses real issues without being overly depressing or heavy-handed. 

Age Level: Grades 5-8 

Elizabeth Metcalf, Redmond Middle School 

 

Preller, James     978-1-250-09391-2  $16.99  212 p. 

The Courage Test     Feiwel & Friends , 2016 

Instead of spending his summer with his little league all-stars team, Will is forced to go with his father 

on an extended trip following in the footsteps of Lewis and Clark.  Still angry at his father for his parents’ 

divorce, Will is convinced there is more to the trip than just learning about Lewis and Clark’s expedition.  

He is right about that, but before getting answers to his family situation, Will learns about being 

outdoors (how to paddle down a river, how to avoid bears), about compassion (he and his father help a 

run-away) and about his father (he might be able to trust him after all).  When he learns his mother is 

starting cancer treatments—thus the trip—he finds he has the courage to face this challenge too. 
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 A good adventure story told mostly in first person by Will, the story is interspersed with excerpts form 

Will’s “What I Did Last Summer” essay that give just the right amount of expository information about 

the Lewis and Clark expedition.  Give this book to fans of Dan Gemeinhart.  Grades 4-7. 

Age Level: Middle School 

Amber Peterson, Beaver Lake Middle School 

 

Pullman, Phillip    978-0-553-53513-6  $9.99  80 p. 

The Golden Compass: The Graphic Novel, Volume 2  Alfred A. Knopf, 2016 

It was great revisiting the adventures of Lyra and seeing the artwork used to depict this exciting story. 

I’m not a huge graphic novel fan/reader, but I still enjoyed the book overall. 

 

Readers that enjoyed the book series will enjoy revisiting Lyra and her adventures through a different 

format. While the graphic novel version will appeal to graphic novel fans and reluctant readers for the 

engaging graphics and the fun, easy-to-read text. 

 

Definitely a recommended purchase for libraries in which graphic novels are in demand or have a 

devoted fan-base for the His Dark Materials series by Phillip Pullman. 

Age Level: Middle School, Grades 5 & Up 

Richele Buoy, Mill Creek Middle School 

 

Roehrig, Caleb    978-1-250-08563-4  $17.99  324 p. 

Last Seen Leaving     Feiwel & Friends , 2016 

One late October afternoon, Flynn comes home to find a police car in his driveway.  When he enters the 

house, they begin questioning him about the last time he saw his girlfriend January.  She has gone 

missing. The problem is, Flynn and January broke up two weeks before.  As he tries to untangle 

January’s actions over the last few months, Flynn uncovers a web of lies she has been leaving.  He also 

discovers the guy January has been working with (Kaz) at the toy store in town.  The two of them set out 

to find out what happened to January.  Along the way, Flynn begins to deal with lack of sexual feelings 

he had for January and the very strong sexual feelings he has for Kaz.  A first book from this author, this 

fast paced murder-mystery will appeal to high school students.  

Age Level: High School 

JoAnn Olsson, Liberty High School 
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Romanoff, Zan    9781101938799  $17.99  307 p. 

A Song to Take the World Apart   Alfred A. Knopf, 2016 

Fans of magical realism and Germanic folklore will enjoy this reimagining of the Lorelei tale. Lorelei 

knows very little about her family's past.  What she does know is that they were forced to leave 

Germany, her mother is distant, her father is passive, her older twin brothers are wrapped up in their 

own lives, and her Oma has told her never to sing.  That directive is difficult to follow because Lorelei 

has songs that are begging to get out. That is when she learns that her voice carries incredible power--a 

power that can make men bend to her wishes. She also discovers that sometimes what one wishes for is 

less satisfying in reality. Together with her best friend, Zoe, Lorelei begins to investigate the power she 

wields, discovers that what has been created can be reversed, and finds that it takes more strength to 

let go than to manipulate others for one's own benefit.  The challenges Lorelei faces are painfully real 

despite her magical powers, and the Romanoff's emphasis on the ties between family, friends, and 

secrets are well done.  This is going to be a niche title, but it will be appreciated by those who enjoy 

modern updates to classic legends. 

Age Level: High School 

Jodi Kruse, R. A. Long High School 

 

Rust, Ned     978-1-62672-342-9  $16.99  397 p. 

Patrick Griffin's Last Breakfast on Earth  Roaring Brook, 2016 

Somewhat silly, madcap fantasy about a 12-year old boy taken to another world, as a counterweight to 

a Jackalope that has come from that world to Earth.  A nefarious madman is trying to do to Earth what 

he did to Ith, the planet the jackalope comes from.  Only Patrick can do anything about it.  Patrick finds 

Ith to be a strange world, but he must be convinced he is not dreaming and also that the resistance to 

the crazed madman is the resistance he should join to save his family and the whole earth.   

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 

 

Sedgwick, Marcus    9781626725478  $17.99  284 p. 

Blood Red Snow White    Roaring Brook, 2007, republished 2016 

Set mostly in Leningrad and Moscow, Blood Red Snow White is historical fiction based on Arthur 

Ransome’s stay in Russia.  Ransome was a writer who compiled Russian folktales for children and 

reported on the Bolshevik Revolution for his English employer.  An Englishman and journalist, he fell in 

love with a Russian, and acted in part as a spy.  The book is interspersed with fairy tales, and Sedgwick’s 

genius is to blend the genres.  I read one of Ransome’s books after finishing this, which is as good as the 

author suggested.  This is a good introduction to the time period, and the stress of war without too 

much gruesome starvation and death.  No sex, drugs, and not too much for a motivated 6th grader. 
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Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

Seegert, Scott and John Martin, ill.  978-0-316-31516-6  $12.00  302 p. 

Sci-Fi Junior High (ARC)   Jimmy Patterson, 2017 

The format is as Wimpy Kid, with illustrations on every spread, and fully part of the story-telling, not 

repeating the text, but moving the action forward.  Kelvin and family have just moved across the galaxy 

to a science space station, where he will resume middle school.  His parents are the top two scientists 

from earth, here to join the top such from other worlds for a secret joint project.  They’re still typically 

embarrassing parents.  As might be expected, the students and staff are maximally diverse, with aliens 

of various sorts, pretty much none repeated.  Appearances don’t well reflect abilities, aptitudes, or even 

sex of the individual.  Kelvin struggles under the expectation that he’ll be a super genius, given his 

parents’ abilities.  The mind of a bitter, always second-best old scientist is accidentally transferred into 

Kelvin’s little sister’s stuffed rabbit, and as such nonetheless begins his campaign to rule the universe.  

He takes over the giant robot intended to rescue all from a powerful sphere of unknown provenance.  

The kids, through lucky bumbling interference (spoiler), save the day.  There’s a space dog, whose 

matter duplication skills play a significant role.  Actual science is pretty skimpy or sloppy, but it’s a fun 

tale.   

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School, Grades 5-9 

Alan Grenon, Sylvester Middle School 

 

Shusterman, Neal    978-1-4424-7242-6  $17.99  448 p. 

Scythe      Simon & Schuster, 2016 

Citra and Rowan are teenagers living in a future utopia, where disease and accident never kill, so people 

are immortal.  Government is not needed in this land of almost-equality, and the Thunderhead, an 

almost omniscient computer, keeps everything running smoothly.  The only minor difficulty left -- to 

keep the world from overpopulation- - is managed by Scythes, a group trained to ‘glean’ the population.  

When these two teens are called to be apprentice Scythes, the year reveals power, corruption, peace, 

and bravery they’d never considered.  Genius author, once again! 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School, Adult 

Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

Sones, Sonya     9780062370280  $17.99 4 32 p. 

Saving Red      HarperTeen, 2016 
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It’s the week of Hannukah and Molly feels like there is little to celebrate. Ever since something (readers 

don’t find out until 2/3 of the way through the book) happened to her brother about a year ago, her 

family has been in turmoil.  Mom and dad fight all the time if they’re not getting high or off being a 

workaholic, respectively. Meanwhile, Molly has closed herself off to the world, having no friends now 

except her loyal dog Pixel.  Walking in the park one day, she spots a red-headed girl dancing, carefree.  

Intrigued, Molly watches her for a while. When she realizes Red is homeless, Molly runs home to get 

some supplies.  She’s utterly surprised when her charity is not accepted and she finds Red gone the next 

day.  However, Molly runs into Red again while out on a date with Cristo (a boy she just met) at a 

theater where there is Salsa dancing.  Red seems completely out of it and on the verge of stripping off 

her clothes.  Molly and Cristo come to her rescue and the three go out for snacks, embarking on a 

friendship of sorts.  Molly decides to make it her mission to reunite Red with her family before 

Christmas.  The sense of urgency in this mission intensifies as it becomes apparent that there is 

something wrong with Red (she is schizophrenic) and that she may be a danger to herself.  Written in 

verse, Saving Red presents a lovely look at friendship and overcoming traumatic experiences.   

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Dawn Lindgren, Cascade Middle School 

 

Sonnenblick, Jordan    978-0-545-86324-7  $17.99  257 p. 

Falling Over Sideways    Scholastic, 2016 

Claire is a 13-year old with lots of earth-shattering problems, like being left behind in her dance classes, 

as all her friends move up and she stays behind.  That is, she thought they were big problems until her 

dad slumps over at the kitchen table of a large stroke.  Now, her issues are in perspective as she 

attempts to make her once-strong dad better.  Not the deepest book ever, given the content one might 

think so, but a solid read. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 

 

Spangler, Brie     978-1-101-93716-7  $17.99  330 p. 

Beast       Alfred A. Knopf, 2016 

In this teen romance, 15-year-old Dylan is known as Beast to all his classmates; he's taller, hairier, and 

just bigger than everyone else. Ever since he was in grade school, his best friend has employed him to be 

his strong man – collecting on debts from other schoolmates. He hates his body, and when the school 

bans the two things he hides behind, his hat and his long hair, he decides to fall off a roof. He wakes up 

in the hospital with a broken leg and a referral to group therapy for self-harmers. He stubbornly attends 

the first meeting on the condition that he can zone out, which he is doing when the gorgeous girl Jamie 

mentions she's transgender in the group. They start hanging out outside the group, fall in love, and then 

have a painful conversation where she's says, "You knew; I told you... Please tell me you were listening 

to me, please. I need to know you heard me that day."   
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This is character driven, with realistic dialogue. The different characters in the story each bring to light a 

different perspective on how someone might interact with this information. Overprotective parents, 

accepting friends, scary bullies (but no gratuitous violence), defiant protagonists. It was a compelling 

read! A recommended purchase for 9th grade and up. There is a tender and innocent sex scene on the 

page, which, rather then being gratuitous, is part of the plot.    

Age Level: High School 

Stephanie Zero, KCLS Redmond Library 

 

Stine, R. L.     978-1-250-07015-9  $16.99  185 p. 

Young Scrooge     Feiwel & Friends, 2016 

R. L. Stine presents a middle school rendition of Dickens’s classic,  A Christmas Carol. Meet Rick 

Scroogeman, 12, a classically evil bully at Oliver Twist Middle School. Of course he hates Christmas too 

because that’s his birthday and he never gets enough presents. He is always astounded at how no one 

around him understands his humor.  It’s funny when you smear the pretty girl’s glasses; it’s hilarious 

when you dump water from the drinking fountain on the front pants of the nerdy kid; it’s even more 

humorous when you make your classmates “dance” by stomping on their feet. Finally, Rick encounters 

the three ghosts: Christmas Past, Christmas Future and Christmas Present. Not surprisingly he finds 

himself the victim of extreme bullying yet fails to grasp the important lessons he’s supposed to be 

learning until the final ghost. Teens who love Goosebumps will love this book too and enjoy all the 

spine-tingling moments of Rick’s nightmare. They’ll believe how quickly Rick’s former victims become his 

friends---forgetting how awful he tormented them at the beginning.  

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen Middle School 

 

Swartz, Elly     978-0374303129  $16.99  304 p. 

Finding Perfect     Farrar Straus Giroux, 2016 

Fairly standard book about OCD, Molly is usually able to hide her obsession with counting and making 

things perfect before she can relax. Her friends start to notice something is up, her family is in disorder, 

and finally it all breaks down and she reveals her compulsions.  A supportive dad helps, but her 

"therapy" is barely discussed and she makes what could be considered a miraculous recovery without 

much seeming work.  Given that it is for 10-13 year olds, it may work.  It is not bad, just average. Grades 

6-8 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 
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Sweren-Becker, Daniel   978-1-250-08314-2  $17.99  292 p. 

The Ones, The Ones #1   Imprint, 2016 

Cody was selected before birth to be part of the one percent of citizens who receive genetic engineering 

– a “one.”  She is perfect.  In her looks, her athletic abilities and intelligence, she outranks her peers.  

She and her “one” boyfriend James begin noticing changes in how friends, family and government are 

treating “the ones.”  Congress passes legislation allowing people to discriminate against them.  Cody 

begins meeting with a radical group of “ones” trying to protect themselves against discrimination.  

When the government distributes a list of “ones” and Cody finds out that she is not on the list, her world 

is turned up-side-down.  At school, the principal begins singling out “ones” and harassing them.  Cody, 

James and some of their friends decide to take over the school in protest.  The “peaceful protest” goes 

wrong when someone dies and Cody is framed for the crime.   

Age Level: Middle School, High School 

JoAnn Olsson, Liberty High School 

 

Sweren-Becker, Daniel   9781250083142  $17.99  294 p. 

The Ones, The Ones #1   Imprint, 2016 

For the past twenty years, one in every one hundred babies born has been selected to be genetically-

enhanced. Known as the Ones, these children tend to be better looking, more intelligent, and 

athletically superior to their peers, and they go on to accomplish great things.  Regular people, however, 

are beginning to feel that they have no chance against their enhanced counterparts and are seeking to 

rectify things via the Equality Movement. A case is before the Supreme Court and as the book opens, the 

Supreme Court rules that genetic engineering is illegal, setting in motion a series of events that target 

Ones. Meanwhile, Cody has been invited to join a clandestine group of Ones known as the Weathermen, 

who are poised to battle the Equality Movement. Cody’s boyfriend James, also a One, is not so political 

and would prefer to see quiet solitude.  When, a day after the ruling, an email is sent nation-wide listing 

every One, his/her address, phone number, etc, it becomes open season on the Ones. But what is most 

surprising is that Cody is not on the list. Turns out, she has been lied to her whole life by her mother who 

hoped that Cody, thinking she was a One, would rise above.  This news in no way deters Cody’s desire to 

help the Ones in their cause.  At school, the new Equality Act has Ones being forced to take a class of 

menial labor. The Ones, with the support of a few non-Ones, attempt to take over the school as a form 

of protest. No one was supposed to get hurt.  But when the Weathermen get involved, everything gets 

out of hand, a teacher is dead, and Cody is arrested for murder. Deemed a terrorist, Cody is sent to a 

detention center to suffer various forms of torture (e.g. solitary confinement, water boarding) as her 

tormentors question her about the Weathermen and the Ark, the latter of which she has never even 

heard. James wants to save Cody, the Weathermen want to take down the establishment, and the 

government now wants to corral Ones into camps. How will it all end? An exciting read that brings up 

many ethical questions for discussion.  

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Dawn Lindgren, Cascade Middle School 
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Volponi, Paul     9781467794336  $17.99  270 p. 

Top Prospect     Carolrhoda Lab, 2016 

Fast-paced football action and well-written game scenarios follow Travis during a two-year period as he 

tries to deal with divorced parents, sibling rivalry, media attention, and the typical rigors of school and 

social life. When events turn dark—a fellow athlete dies during practice, and a college booster offers 

Travis steroids—Travis turns to his older brother, who vigorously comes to his aid, resulting in the 

collapse of their college plans but also the redirection of both boys’ lives. Travis’ first-person narrative is 

interspersed with brief interludes from his brother and occasional newspaper articles. Travis’ love for 

the game and simultaneous confusion over the pressure to win at all costs seems absolutely authentic. 

This engaging read will resonate with middle schoolers, especially aspiring athletes, and accompanying 

publicity should generate considerable buzz. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen High School 

 

West, Hannah     978-0-8234-3651-4  $17.95  355 p. 

Kingdom of Ash & Briars    Holiday House, 2016 

Like any good story reminiscent of classic fairy tales, this one borrows from Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty 

and Mulan. Add the romantic matchmaking of Emma and the action of The Princess Bride and you’ll end 

up with this enchanting story. Life for 16-year-old Bristal changes quickly when she goes from being an 

orphaned kitchen maid to only one of three elicromancers, a magical being with special abilities. Bristal’s 

talent lies in shape-shifting and learning to use her powers is challenging. The other two elicromancers 

have conflicting views: Tamarice believes they should rule over the humans and is experimenting with 

black magic. Brack insists they protect mortals while seeking the good of the world. As tensions heat up 

in the kingdoms with whispers of wars increasing, Bristal finds her appearance-altering talents put to the 

test as she scrambles to keep peace throughout the three kingdoms while preparing for the day 

Tamarice returns with a vengeance to destroy the mortals once and for all to ensure her elicromancer 

rule over all.Teens will enjoy this mix of fairy tale, fantasy, romance, fighting, action, and royalty. While 

it sounds like the start of new series, it ends as a stand-alone novel.  

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen Middle School 

 

Wooding, Chris    978-0-545-94494-6  $18.99  336 p. 

Velocity      Scholastic, 2017 

Good for 7th grade -10th grade.  Futuristic wasteland car racing book with two plucky heroines who 

earn a place in a race called the Widowmaker.  It really does kill off racers who are slow to react, or slow 
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to hit the gas.  Two girls make a racing team together and their success brings some tension in their 

relationship, but overall, they stick together and make it to the final race, where they will be racing sub-

standard engines and with a crooked manager.  Can they beat the odds?  Of course they can!  

Recommended for brainless action.  

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 

 

Xu, Ru      978-0-545-80313-7  $24.99  208 p. 

NewsPrints (GN)    Graphix, 2017 

A simple, clean graphic novel that can go quite low.  It is the story of Blue, an girl orphan who works 

disguised as a newsboy .  While fighting with adjacent newspaper gangs, she stumbles across the 

workshop of a disorganized inventor and becomes his helper.  There, she meets Crow, a boy who always 

covers his face.  It turns out he is the inventor's lost robot invention, and he is wanted in the ongoing 

war effort of their country.  Crow and Blue go on the run. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 

 

Yoon, Nicola     978-0-553-49668-0  $18.99  348 p. 

The Sun is Also a Star    Delacorte, 2016 

Natasha is logical, a scientist, and grounded firmly in reality. She is also skipping school for the day 

because she is about to be deported back to Jamaica for a mistake made by her father, she there is NO 

WAY she is going to let that happen. Daniel is romantic, a poet, and believes in love at first sight. He is 

also missing school for the day to interview for Yale to become a doctor at insistence of his strict Korean 

parents. When Natasha and Daniel’s paths cross on this one fateful day in New York City, neither of their 

lives will be the same again. The author of Everything, Everything is back in full force with her second 

novel, a bittersweet whirlwind romance entirely set over the course of one day. Yoon is a master at 

immediately drawing a reader into her characters, and the diverse characters, timely subject matter, 

and lovely writing elevate the story. This complex, character-focused, #ownvoices story is a must-have in 

every library serving teens.    

Age Level: High School 

Sara White, Olympia Timberland library 

 

FICTION - SHRUG 
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Aguirre, Ann     978-1-250-02465-7  $17.99  374 p. 

Infinite Risk, The Immortal Game #3 Feiwel & Friends, 2016 

Edie has used the time machine to go back a few years and change things just enough to save Kian, the 

boy she loves. With the “help” of the Harbinger posing as her boyfriend, she encounters all the usual 

creatures (both good and evil) she met in the first two books. 

 

Lots of action, some longing looks, some high school drama, and a must have if you have the first two 

books. Otherwise, not compelling enough to warrant purchase. In my case, since I don’t have the first 

two, I’ll pass.  

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

Daneshvari, Gitty    9780316405706  $17.00  234 p. 

The League of Unexceptional Children (ARC) Little, Brown and Co, 2015 

The premise:  two children so average, so benign, so vanilla and talentless that they are completely 

forgettable are recruited as spies, and sent to foil a plot to kidnap the Vice President of the United 

States.  The result: "Unexceptional."  Not great, not terrible.  Silly in places, but not as funny as I'd 

hoped.  Average, benign, vanilla, etc. The recommendation, should you choose to accept it:  buy it if you 

have the money on hand, don't fret if you don't.  

Age Level: Middle School, Too young for YA 

Comments: No sex, drugs, cussing, blood, or anything else to make it interesting. 

Aarene Storms, KCLS 

 

Delaney, Joseph    978-0-06-233456-5  $17.99  394 p. 

The Dark Army, Starblade Chronicles #2 Greenwillow Books, 2016 

Tom Ward has returned from the dead and is now a “spook.”  With his apprentice Jenny, he strives to 

help the dead leave and return to the light.  However, things go terribly wrong when Grimalkin recruits 

Tom to lead an army against Alice.  As the plot thickens and the battle field fills, Tom is not sure that he 

can lead an army, especially an army against a dark witch who he used to love. 

This is the second book in a series and has a lot of narrative within it.  Delany does a good job creating 

mood and explaining the scene, but there wasn’t much action, just a lot of narrative.  While fans of the 

first book would like this, I didn’t think that it was a great book.  

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 
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Bethany Steirer, Rose Hill Middle School 

 

Dominy, Amy Fellner    9781101936191  $17.99  287 p. 

Die For You      Delacorte, 2016 

Emma has had a rough year. Following the messy demise of her parents’ marriage, she has elected to 

move across the state to live with her father for her senior year of high school.  Her father, beside 

himself with grief and prone to alcoholic binges, lives with the hope that a romance with his ex-wife can 

be rekindled.  Emma, seeing to his welfare, does not have the heart to tell him there’s no chance of that 

happening as her mother is moving in with the man she left him for.  With all this turmoil in her home 

life, starting a new school in her senior year and making new friends would be a rather daunting task 

were it not for her new boyfriend Dillon. She met him in the spring while on weekend visits with her dad 

and they just clicked. Now that she’s living with her father, she and Dillon get to see each other more 

often and they’ve grown quite close, making eternal promises to one another. Things seem to finally be 

going well, until Emma is given a rare opportunity to apply to a year-long internship at an archeological 

museum in Rome. Emma is over the moon, but Dillon, who has abandonment issues, spirals out of 

control at the thought that Emma is leaving him. Typical drama ensues and Emma starts to fear not only 

for her safety but for the wellbeing of this boy she thought she was destined to be with forever.  This 

novel will definitely appeal to teens who love girl/boy drama, but otherwise it reads like a run-of-the-

mill Lifetime movie.  Contains some sexual content.  

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Dawn Lindgren, Cascade Middle School 

 

Everett, Sarah     978-0-553-53844-1   $17.99  390 p. 

Everyone We’ve Been    Alfred A. Knopf, 2016 

On her way home from a concert two things happen to Addison Sullivan. One, she meets a cute boy; 

two, she’s in a bus accident. When she comes to in the hospital, she seems to be okay, but no one 

knows anything about the boy. She can’t stop thinking about him and is excited to run into him at a local 

movie theatre. But, then she notices weird looks from people as she’s talking to him and when she tries 

to introduce him to her best friend, Addison discovers he’s not actually there. No one else can see him. 

As Addison starts to wonder if she’s crazy, the reader also gets her story from “before”. The previous 

summer Addison met and fell hard for Zach. So how do we get from before to now? Is the boy she’s 

seeing Zach? If so, why doesn’t she know him? Enter the Overton Clinic….and, the point at which the 

book lost me. Turns out after Zach broke her heart, Addison had her memory altered, and maybe that 

wasn’t the first time. Although there is some interesting discussion of pain, loss and how people get 

through it, I am not a fan of this type of “twist” in realistic fiction. (I didn’t like it in More Happy Than Not 

either, and ironically Adam Silvera wrote a cover blurb for this book). Shrug, grades 9+ due to sex on the 

page. 

Age Level: High School 
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Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School 

 

Falkoff, Michelle    978-0-06-231053-8  $17.99  333 p. 

Pushing Perfect     HarperTeen, 2016 

Kara really wants to appear perfect, even if that endeavor has ruined her closest friendships. It all 

started in middle school when she got really bad acne. She didn’t want anyone to know, even though it 

meant quitting swimming, something she shared with her best friend. Now as a senior in high school it is 

manifesting as major test anxiety. Without great SAT scores how can she get into the perfect college? A 

new friend suggests she try a drug (illegal) that will help her calm down and be more confident. Still 

unsure, Kara tries it and it totally works. But, then a picture appears in her email. Someone has evidence 

of Kara’s drug buy and is now blackmailing her. Turns out she isn’t the only blackmail victim, can they 

come together to figure out who is doing this and why? For me there was way too much going on in this 

book. At first it seemed like it was going to be a friendship story, then a drug abuse story, no wait, a 

mystery. Did I want to know who the blackmailer was? Of course, so I kept reading, but all in all a shrug. 

Grades 8+. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Kirsten Gunn, Highline High School 

 

Farrant, Natasha    978-0545940313  $17.99  336 p. 

The Secret Diary of Lydia Bennet   Chicken House , 2016 

The Secret Diary of Lydia Bennet, by Natasha Farrant is loosely based on Pride and Prejudice by Jane 

Austin. It is historical fiction and I picked it up because I love Pride and Prejudice. The novel follows the 

original story pretty well, but deviates into Lydia’s story when she goes off to Brighton.  

It is a fun story that I enjoyed, but as I was reading I was wondering how many students at my school 

love the story enough to read the book… do they have to have read P&P to enjoy this story? No. Is it 

richer because of a knowledge of the original? Yes. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Nickie Travis, Lindbergh High School 

 

Gray, Lucinda     978-1627791816  $17.99  256 p. 

The Guilded Cage  Henry Holt, 2016 

The Gilded Cage by Lucinda Gray is a historical, mystery romance. Kat is living in Virginia when she finds 

out that she and her older brother are heirs to a title and estate in England. Once they arrive in England 

her brother dies ad no one seems to think this is suspicious. Kat tries to find out what happened and 

discovers her brother was indeed murdered. But was he murdered by the beast that supposedly roams 



51 
 

the estate, or by a far more human assassin? Kat does know and doesn’t know who to trust in this new 

country. This is a fast paced story that develops the mystery well, but the relationship isn’t as developed 

and seems a bit contrived. I still enjoyed the book and would recommend it for 6th grade and up.  

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Nickie Travis, Lindbergh HS 

 

Jones, Patrick     9781512411232  $26.65  97 p. 

On Guard, Bounce    Darbycreek, 2016 

However, while she seems to be on the right path in life, her siblings are not. Older sister Callie has been 

running with gang banger Robert and now her younger brother Lincoln (despite a move to a better 

neighborhood) is starting to fall in with the same crowd.  When Callie is shot in a gang-related incident 

and left in a coma, Mercedes starts to buckle under the stress and it impacts her game.  Her girlfriend 

Jade (a former gang member), her coach, and her teammates are all there to support her, but before 

she can regain her control, she needs to save her brother from a similar fate.  Characters are flat and the 

writing is simple, but the subject matter and short chapters may appeal to struggling readers.   

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Dawn Lindgren, Cascade Middle School 

 

London, Kiara     978-1-250-07096-8  $9.99  243 p. 

Kiss Cam      Swoon Reads, 2016 

Juniper, Jasper & Lenny have been vlogging for a while now and have a fair sized group of loyal 

followers. Their videos and weekly q&a sessions are popular with the fans, as are their segments where 

they take instructions from their fans. This time the fans have asked for a kiss-cam featuring “Jasiper”. 

What starts out reluctantly as a silly joke gets more and more intense and brings up some feelings that 

are not welcome to any of the three. 

 

This is actually a pretty silly and convoluted look at friendship that might (or might not) develop into 

more romantic feelings. The bigger theme is about living life online in search of fan approval and the toll 

it takes on teens. Overall it’s harmless, not too deep philosophically, but pretty entertaining. Tame 

enough for middle school.  

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

McCall, Guadalupe Garcia   978-1-62014-278-3  $19.95  290 p. 



52 
 

Shame the Stars     Tu books, 2016 

In 1915, Texas Rangers and Mexican insurgents fought, using what would be called terrorist strategies 

today.  Caught up in the struggle are two teenagers with Mexican heritage.  Joaquin’s parents run a 

large ranch and work to maintain good relations with Rangers.  Dulcena, his love, works at her father’s 

paper, writing anonymously in English and Spanish about the rebellion.  When the two arrange to meet 

in secret one night, they instead become entangled in a fight between the larger powers at work.  

McCall uses two strategies that should hold my interest:  newspaper clippings of the time, and lines 

from Shakespeare’s tragedy.  Although both characters are independent and willful, the story lacks 

dramatic pull, and I kept having to force myself to read on.  

Age Level: High School 

Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

Monir, Alexandra    978-0-385-74390-7  $17.99  236 p. 

The Girl in the Picture    Delacorte, 2016 

The “IT” man at Oyster Bay Prep has been murdered, a love triangle is discovered and roommates Lana 

and Nicole are in the middle of it all.  Beginning of the school year and already secrets abound, each 

chapter is alternating narratives.  This book is as much about the love triangle, as it is about the 

helicopter parents that unintentionally set in motion Chace’s murder.  I did not connect with the main 

female characters, and felt the best narrator was the dead boy, Chace but he only is included on  a 

limited basis. Girls who love to read Pretty little Liars will enjoy this book.  I did not enjoy this story and 

consider it a Shrug.   9th grade + 

Age Level: High School 

Kelly Crickmore, Issaquah High School 

 

Prineas, Sarah    978-0-06-233797-9  $17.99  405 p. 

Rose & Thorn     Harper Collins, 2016 

Rosie was raised by Shoe, in a secluded valley protected from any interference by a witch’s spell.  But 

when that witch dies, her magic dies with her, and Shoe sickens and dies, strange creatures invade 

Rosie’s safe haven, and Rosie has to flee the only home she’s known.  Strange events pervert the story 

from closely following the Sleeping Beauty plot.  Story is a malevolent curse or force (or maybe even a 

being) that tries to destroy anyone who tries to break the pattern and Rose is just about as passive as 

her namesake.  My interest in what will happen died when the true conflict became whether Rose (or 

later, the boy she loves who could save her) would put a thimble on her finger.  I guess I didn’t 

understand.  Teens may love the twisty and romantic tale without being bothered by things that don’t 

make sense or let a female character truly develop. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 
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Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

Spangler, Brie     978-1-101-93716-7  $17.99  328 p. 

Beast       Knopf, 2016 

Beast feels like the first novel it is, with some rough edges, but clever ideas.  Beast is an abnormally large 

and hairy teenager, only called by his nickname.  After he jumps off the school roof, he attends 

mandatory counselling sessions, delivered to the door by his upbeat and amazingly supportive mom.  At 

the first session, he is impressed by Jamie, but spaces out when she discussed her conflict with being 

transgender.  As the two spend time together, Beast falls in love.  But what will happen when he’s made 

aware of Jamie’s non-secret?  Being transgender is not not mocked or simplified, but accepting Beast’s 

blindness is a leap I couldn’t accept, though it made for a good story. 

Age Level: High School 

Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

Watson, Cristy    978-1-4594-1098-5  $21.00  173 p. 

Cutter Boy      James Lorimar & Co, 2016 

Travis is a cutter. It’s the only time he feels in control of his life. He hasn’t told anyone in his family or at 

school. When the new girl, Chyvonne, shows him some attention and a new teacher exposes him to the 

art of paper cutting, he begins to realize a different outlet for his feelings. 

 

The good parts – (1) Travis is a guy, not the typical cutter. It’s nice to see the acknowledgement that 

teen guys cut too. (2) Travis is white, Chyvonne is Black. It’s nice to see that their races don’t matter. (3) 

Their friendship/romance seems realistic and believable. (4) The reading level and fast pace makes this a 

good high/low novel.  The bad parts – (1) Once Travis realizes that he likes Chyvonne and that she’s not 

appalled that he cuts, he suddenly decides that he doesn’t need to cut any more. That’s a pretty big leap 

without therapy or assistance. (2) Travis’ parents are suitable worried once he confesses his issues, but 

again the solution is too swift & pat. (3) The big secret that’s impacting Travis’ family is revealed in the 

last 20 pages & it’s a whopper – SPOILER – His mom is emotionally detached because she was raped and 

Travis is the result. A plot twist that seems unnecessary and pointlessly sensational. Just a shrug – not 

awful, just nothing special. For high school. 

Age Level: High School 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

FICTION – NOT RECOMMEND 
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Bloom, Steve     9781512410235  $18.99  350 p. 

The Stand-in      Carolrhoda Lab, 2016 

Brooks Rattigan is a high school senior from the poor part of New Jersey.  However, not far away is a 

land of wealth, and men who have daughters who need dates to the big events of high school: 

Homecoming, Winter Formal, Prom, and others.  Brooks get in the business of escort, and while the girls 

mean nothing to him, he is nice to each, and LOVES driving their daddies' cars, and eating at 5 star 

restaurants.  After 150 pages of meaningless tokenism, he gets turned on by his dates’ enemy.  Of 

course, he doesn’t recognize her motives.  Brooks does one good deed without pay: he gives a hopeless 

date a make-over.  Is there conflict ever?  Yes, he dumps his friend for the sake of paid dates, and he is 

not accepted into Columbia, his top choice dream school.  He could get in if he wrote a great college 

essay, but with his shallow perspective, there is no chance of that.  It was hard to care, especially since 

he showed absolutely no interest in anyone besides himself until over 200 pages in.  Drugs, swearing, 

alcohol, and an interrupted sexual encounter. 

Age Level: High School 

Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

David, Stuart     978-0-544-69961-8  $17.99  238 p. 

My Brilliant Idea (And How it Caused My Downfall)  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2016 

Jack “The Jackdaw” Dawson is an ideas man. He spends his time daydreaming in class brainstorming his 

next big idea that will make him a millionaire.  While he might have the ideas, he often fails at executing 

them.  However, when they do work out, it is due to having pure luck on side.  Overall, the main 

character and the supporting cast of characters are all forgettable.  In addition, everything works out a 

little too perfectly in the end.  While I didn’t enjoy the book, I can see students getting a kick out of 

Jackdaw and his crazy schemes. 

Age Level: Middle School, High School 

Richele Buoy, Mill Creek Middle School 

 

Ewing, Amy     978-0062235848  $17.99  304 p. 

The Black Key, The Lone City #3  HarperTeen, 2016 

The Black Key, by Amy Ewing is the third book in the Lone City Trilogy. It’s essential that you read the 

first two books to understand this one. I had not read the other books and was lost most of the time. I 

didn’t understand what the characters had gone through in the past and felt no connection to them in 

this book. Their struggles seemed unbelievable. Perhaps in the other books the setting was established 

enough for the events to seem plausible. If you have the other two, then I would say get the final book. 

If you don’t, I’m not sure I’d bother with this series. 8 and up. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 
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Nickie Travis, Lindbergh HS 

 

Pink, Randi     978-1-250-07021-0  $17.99  275 p. 

Into White      Feiwel & Friends , 2016 

Latoya Williams is a junior at Edgewood High in Montgomery, a mostly rich white school.  Her dad 

bought an expensive house but now they cannot afford to furnish it, and kids mock her for the sheets 

that hang in their windows.   After another demeaning day at school, she prays in tears to Jesus to make 

her another race.  He appears, and makes her white, and the scene where she looks in the mirror is 

great.  And there are a few nice moments later too.  At school, the choir director recruits her before he 

hears her sing, the quarterback hits on her in the pool during swim class, and two girls welcome her with 

open arms, racist slurs, and inane, cruel gossip.  She accepts their friendship until the quarterback 

almost rapes her, but still hangs on to whiteness.  The only true transformation is for the boy, another 

African American, who bullied her on the first pages, but realizes now that she’s transformed that she 

was really suffering.  All the whites are racist, all the blacks are victims, but at least Jesus is always 

interesting and helpful. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Jodie Purcell, Bishop Blanchet High School 

 

NON-FICTION – RECOMMEND 

 

Davis, Kenneth C    9781627793117  $17.99  286 p. 

In the Shadow of Liberty:  The hidden history of slavery, four presidents and five black lives   

     Henry Holt, 2016 

Davis peels back the layers of early U.S. history to provide readers with an aspect of the American story 

that is often ignored. Drawing on a wealth of primary sources, images, statistics, and personal accounts, 

this work gives readers a more complete picture of Presidents Washington, Jefferson, Madison, and 

Jackson through profiles of the enslaved people they owned.  The author encourages readers to use this 

work as an additional lens to better understand the time period and contribute to an improved 

understanding of current racial tensions. A time line before each chapter grounds readers in the history 

without overwhelming them with information. Images serve to complement the text effectively, and an 

index will make this text useful for research. I could see Social Studies teachers incorporating sections of 

the text into the curriculum or have students read different portions. This is a must-have selection for 

any library collection to present alternative takes on history. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen High School 
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Downer, Ann     978-1-4677-8571-6  $27.00  103 p. 

The Animal Mating Game    Twenty-First Century Books, 2017 

Subtitle: The wacky, weird world of sex in the animal kingdom. A look at animal sex – birds, fish, 

mammals, insects, and more (non-human). Biologically sound, honest, easy to read book for teens about 

sexual practices and reproduction told in short bits and filled with color photos of some common and 

unusual animals. Some interesting tidbits – some male ducks sexually assault females, some male 

giraffes mate with males, some snails copulate by stabbing each other with something similar to a dart, 

there are octopi that have a penis tentacle that breaks off and the female stores it until it’s needed, 

there are animal orgies, and much more. Recommended for teens interested in biology, but with a word 

of caution that some may find it giggle-worthy since some of the sections are titled “Sex on the Beach”, 

“Hot to Trot”, “Switch Hitters” and “Size Matters”. Still recommended for grades 9 and up. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

Fleming, Candace    978-1-59643-763-0  $19.99  273 p. 

Presenting Buffalo Bill: The Man Who Invented the Wild West  Roaring Brook, 2016 

Candace Fleming brings her knack for retelling non-fiction like it is a story.  Buffalo Bill was an intrepid 

kid, getting in the middle of everything, and showing a Barnum-like knack for showmanship too.  He 

really did fight indians, scout for the army, work for the Pony Express, and dress like a frontiersman.  

This would come in handy when he got the idea to make a show and tour the nation.  Eventually, his 

Wild West show would play for the queen in Britain, across Europe and criss-cross the US multiple times.  

Annie Oakley, Wild Bill Hickock and others make appearances too.  Lots of notes at the end make this 

useful for research.  Recommended for grades 6th-12th.  

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 

 

Freedman, Russell    9780544223790  $17.99  104 p. 

We Will Not Be Silent: The White Rose Student Resistance Movement That Defied Adolf Hitler   

     Clarion Books, 2016 

“In the home or with the family you could talk openly, but outside the home, you had to be very careful 

about making any critical comments about the regime, because you did not know whether that person 

was a [National Socialist] or not.” ~p 19 

 

Young people in the United States currently live in an age when their peers are encouraged by their 

professors and political activists to engage in mass action to censor fellow students on university 
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campuses. In 1920s Germany it was anti-German, anti-Hitler speech, here and now it’s “racist,” “sexist,” 

or “homophobic” accusations that can cost jobs, educational opportunities or even send someone to 

prison. With politicians routinely accusing their opponents of being “literally Hitler,” the true story of the 

real Adolf Hitler’s rise to power and the brave young people who opposed him could not be more 

timely. The costs the White Rose society bore to tell the truth, and bring hope to those imprisoned by 

the Nazi regime were extraordinary, and an example to us all. 

 

Beautifully illustrated with primary source photographs and quotations, including extensive source 

notes, picture credits, Russell Freedman has crafted another readable history book that can be enjoyed 

for non-fiction reading pleasure, and a source for student assignments. An index and bibliography 

(including books, films and the White Rose Museum exhibit) are also appended. A must-have for any 

library collection. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Kirsten Edwards, KCLS 

 

Freedman, Russell    9780823436583  $20.00  150 p. 

Vietnam:  A history of the war   Holiday House, 2016 

In his customary style, Freedman presents a coherent overview of the Vietnam War. First he retraces 

Vietnam's 2,000 year struggle to become and stay independent and how the United States went from 

ally to aggressor (a result of shifting from fighting colonialism to opposing communism after World War 

II). He goes on to recount the major events in the war, the course of the antiwar movement in the 

United States, U.S. troop withdrawal, and the long process of reconciliation. Amid descriptions of larger 

events, the author offers favorable or sympathetic glimpses of frontline soldiers—including quotes from 

a North Vietnamese soldier's diary—and documents the war's escalating brutality on both sides in a 

matter-of-fact but not sensationalistic way. Freedman's account leans toward the view that the carnage 

resulted from a perfect storm of missed opportunities for alliances or political solutions, misunderstood 

history and culture, wrongheaded strategic decisions, and mulish pride on the part of U.S. political and 

military leaders. Great timeline and sources notes, glossary and bibliography make this a stand out. 

Starred review in Booklist and I would agree, this is a must purchase. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen High School 

 

Goldstein, Margaret J.   9781467792431  $35.99  103 p. 

Legalizing Marijuana:  Promises and pitfalls  Twenty-First Century Books, 2017 

This book outlines the history of marijuana cultivation and use, describes current attitudes toward 

marijuana, and details the movement toward legalization. While this is a worthwhile resource for 

students researching controversial issues, the text does tend to promote only one side of the issue (the 
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legal use of marijuana for medicinal and recreational purposes as well as the cultivation of related hemp 

materials). The "pitfalls" alluded to in the title are mostly frustrations with the slow pace of legalization 

rather than arguments against legalization. Much of the evidence provided here is anecdotal, with some 

historical, political, and empirical evidence. Goldstein notes the lack of scientific and thorough studies as 

one of the frustrations facing the pro-marijuana movement, though it is unclear if additional studies 

would support legalization. There are some instances where the text seems contradictory. For example, 

the majority of the work emphasizes the minimal dangers of marijuana use, whereas the "Proceed with 

Caution" chapter notes the possible permanent neurological damage in younger users. Still, the research 

is rigorous, complete, and an effective defense of the book's thesis.  I would say additional purchase 

based on the high price and the fact that Washington State is only briefly mentioned (and not cited in 

the index).   

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen High School 

 

Happer, Richard    9781770858626  $19.95  256 p. 

Bizarre Competitions: 101 Ways to Become a World Champion  Firefly Books, 2016 

Alligator wrestling, ostrich racing, bagpiping, pooh sticks and mountain unicycling and many more crazy 

activities are (to some folks) competitive sports.  This book gives a brief overview of each activity, tips 

for getting good, and is illustrated with colorful, enticing photos.  This is fun to flip through and will be 

super-easy to booktalk. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School, Adult, can easily go as young as 4th or 5th grade 

Comments: Buy extra copies, the binding isn't very sturdy and this will be popular! 

Aarene Storms, KCLS 

 

Hirsch, Rebecca E.    9781467793414  $34.60  88 p. 

Climate Migration:  On the move in a warming world  Twenty-First Century Books, 2017 

In a very straight forward way Hirsch addresses a range of topics, including the factors leading to climate 

change and how climate change–related disasters, such as wildfires, droughts, and floods, can lead not 

only to decimated landscapes but crop failures, depleted food sources, and population displacement. 

Throughout, she highlights individual locations, communities, and personal stories, from post-Katrina 

New Orleans to an Alaskan village permanently altered by arctic ice melt, thereby illuminating the 

challenges and consequences of climate change and personalizing the global phenomenon, emotionally 

and economically. Hirsch also covers current and potential plans to combat climate change, including 

using renewable energy resources, like wind power, and local efforts, such as a farmer in Africa 

practicing agroforestry. There’s a wealth of information here, and while it’s occasionally overwhelming, 

Hirsch clearly explains the scientific concepts at work in a thought-provoking way. Ideal for research 

projects, this is a striking look at a very timely topic.  Worth addition to your climate change section.  
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Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Joanne Glasgow, Evergreen High School 

 

Jones, Patrick     978-1467775724  $28.04  120 p. 

Teen Incarceration: From Cell bars to Ankle Bracelet   Twenty-First Century Books, 2016 

Teen Incarceration: From Cell bars to Ankle Bracelet by Patrick Jones is non-fiction about the juvenile 

justice system in the United States particularly focusing on African-American boys. The book is visually 

appealing, has short sections of text that are clearly delineated by white space and headings. It is an 

opinion piece, claiming that our juvenile justice system isn’t working and offering suggestions on how to 

make it work. This is a great book that would be good for 6th grade through HS. I highly recommend it. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Nickie Travis, Lindbergh HS 

 

Lloyd, Carly with Wayne Coffee  978-0-544-97869-0  $16.99  289 p. 

All Heart: My Dedication and Determination to Become One of Soccer's Best   

Houghton Mifflin, 2016 

Carli Lloyd is well-known for her success as a member of the US Women's National Team. She was a 

valuable part of the team's wins in both the World Cup and the Olympics. In this memoir, Lloyd shares 

her love of the game, the events (both good and bad) that led her to the team, and bits of inside 

information on the workings of professional and international soccer. 

  

As with many sports memoirs, there's plenty of action on the pitch with lots of details of training, 

injuries, and goals scored and missed. Also, as with many sports memoirs, Lloyd comes across as overly 

confident, mistreated, misunderstood, and sometimes even bratty. I wanted a bit more about her 

personal life, although she does talk about issues with her parents. I was also looking for more 

inspiration for young soccer players. Although she does emphasize the hard work and drive it takes to 

play at a high level, I wanted her to reflect more of the "heart" she references in the title. Still 

recommended for soccer fans middle school and up. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

Lloyd, Carly with Wayne Coffee  978-0-544-97869-0  $16.99  290 p. 

All Heart: My Dedication and Determination to Become One of Soccer's Best   
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Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2016 

If you are looking for a book about a women’s soccer player full of inspiration, this is a good choice.  

After being cut from the U21 team, Carli Lloyd was ready to give up. That is until she met a trainer who 

helped her get back in the game.  This is a story of how Carli moved from defeated to defeating. 

 

While this would be an inspirational story for any reader that likes soccer, it was hard for me to move 

past the poor writing.  It was a struggle to get through as the writing seemed to plod from one event to 

the next.   

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Bethany Steirer, Rose Hill Middle School 

 

Marrin, Albert    978-0-553-50936-6  $17.99  209 p. 

Uprooted:  The Japanese American Experience During WWII   Albert A. Knopf, 2016 

The focus of Uprooted is WWII and Japanese Internment camps.  In an attempt to understand how the 

United States government could do something that is seemingly so contrary to the values of the 

constitution, the book examines the history of racism, both in the U.S. and also in Asia.  As students read 

Uprooted, they will gain insight into how racism begins and gains momentum and support.  Along the 

way, they will learn quite a bit of history about Japan and China and will gain a better understanding of 

the world today.  This book is highly recommended for middle and high school students.   

Age Level: Middle School, High School 

JoAnn Olsson, Liberty High School 

 

McCormick, Patricia    978-0-06-241108-2  $18.99  192 p. 

The Plot to Kill Hitler    Balzer + Bray, 2016 

The story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a quiet, studious pastor from Germany who was one of the first and 

most strident voices fighting Hitler and his nefarious plans.  He worked as a spy against the Germans, his 

birth nation's people, but also undertook a secret plot to assassinate Hitler that almost worked.  Very 

short chapters, very clear message about standing up vs. evil.  Recommended, as all of Patricia 

McCormick's stuff is both serious and great. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Michael Fleming, Pacific Cascade Middle School 

 

Raczka, Bob     978-1-62672-236-1  $17.99  43 p. 
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Wet Cement: A Mix of Concrete Poems  Roaring Brook, 2016 

Despite being rather reluctant, when it comes to poetry and even willing to admit that I am not a fan of 

poetry.  I found myself enjoying this book of poetry immensely, essentially sneaking in quick reads every 

chance I had.  I really enjoyed the way the title and the poem itself portrayed an image of what the 

poem was about.  I can see students enjoying this quick and easy-to-read book of poems.  In addition, I 

can see classroom teachers using the book as a resource when teaching students about different types 

of poetry.  

 

Even though the book is a bit on the pricey side for the length, I still highly recommend this book as a 

must purchase for upper elementary and middle school students. 

Age Level: Middle School, Upper Elementary 

Richele Buoy, Mill Creek Middle School 

 

Reef, Catherine    978-0-544-53580-0  $18.99  161 p. 

Florence Nightingale:  The Courageous Life of the Legendary Nurse  Clarion Books, 2016 

The theme of this story surrounds the difficulties Florence Nightingale faced as a woman In England in 

the mid 1800’s.  She came from a family with money but was not interested in marrying.  She was pretty 

and had a bright mind. She was interested in science and medicine and spent all of her time trying to 

learn as much as she could, knowing she had a calling to help people.   Florence was able to travel 

around the world with family friends and she gathered as much information and experience as she could 

around nursing, the vocation she knew was to be her own.  She was offered her first position to run a 

hospital but had no salary, had to live in, and had to bring and pay for her own servant.  It was a giant 

breakthrough as women of this time did not have careers.  With the outbreak of the Crimean War, 

newspapers had begun reporting on the war and the great losses for Britain.  The one positive thing they 

could report on was “the lady with the lamp,” which gained Florence Nightingale her reputation as a 

great healer on the battlefields.  This book is recommended for middle and high school students.   

Age Level: Middle School, High School 

JoAnn Olsson, Liberty High School 

 

Seiple, Samantha    978-0-545-70916-3  $17.99  206 p. 

Death on the River of Doubt:  Theodore Roosevelt’s Amazon Adventure (ARC)  

Scholastic, 2017 

Theodore Roosevelt joined an expedition to map and collect bird and mammal specimens along an 

unknown Brazilian river in 1914, not long after his presidency ended.  He was joined by his 24-year-old 

son, another American naturalist, and an experienced Brazilian explorer leading a local crew.  The trip 
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was full of too many blocking rapids and waterfalls, lack of food, disease and injury, and hazardous 

uncontacted native people.  Journals, and articles and speeches by the principals from shortly after the 

trip, are well sampled to build an engaging, page-turner account.  It also serves as a quick biography of 

the rest of his (surprising) life, mostly minus the years he was president.  We also get quick biographies 

of Rondon, the Brazilian (somewhat duplicitous?) leader (for whom that Brazilian state is now named), 

Kermit Roosevelt, and a few other remarkable participants.  Yes, there is death among the company, 

and murder, too.  It’s surprising this episode, which Roosevelt barely survived, isn’t better known.  

(Maybe Shackleton and world war took attention.)  I found only minor scientific errors.  The handful of 

photographs fit well, though the cover shows a too-young Roosevelt.   

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School, Grades 6-10 

Comments: Teddy’s travel tips (adapted from his Through the Brazilian Wilderness), Theodore Roosevelt 

career highlights, Sources, Index not seen 

Alan Grenon, Sylvester Middle School 

 

Still, Dr. Ben     978-1-77085-810-7  $25.00  192 p. 

The Secret Life of the Periodic Table  Firefly Books, 2016 

An entertaining and informative look at the history of the periodic table and each of the elements found 

there. Following a 30 page explanation of elements & matter and how scientists identified the patterns 

to create the periodic table, each element is given a 1-2 page treatment. Some have quirky, humorous 

subtitles (like Copper, the relatively reactive redhead, or Potassium, pertinent to plants and people). All 

have the basic atomic information, some photos, some personal stories (like the great-grandfather that 

passed out from the heat without enough sodium in the jungles of Myanmar), some cartoons. A quality, 

entertaining way to learn about the elements. Seems up-to-date (to me) with some discussion about 

newly discovered elements and possible new ones in the future. Contains index. Recommended for 

middle school and up. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 

 

Swaby, Rachel    978-0-399-55396-7  $15.99  195 p. 

Trailblazers: 33 Women In Science Who Changed the World  Delacorte, 2016 

This book is full of quick (2-4 pages) outlines of the important impacts that women have had in the fields 

of math, science, and technology.  With clear introductions at the start of each section and an in-depth 

Bibliography, this is a good addition to any middle school science section.  It is written with middle 

school students in mind and would be recommended for libraries in need of information about women 

scientists. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 
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Bethany Steirer, Rose Hill Middle School 

 

Trunko, Emily (editor)   978-0-399-55742-2  $14.99  192 p. 

Dear My Blank: Secret Letters Never Sent  Crown, 2016 

Just the act of writing a letter can release emotions and feelings that have been bottled up. This is the 

idea behind a popular Tumblr called “Dear My Blank” that was started by a 15-year-old girl in March of 

2015 where people submit letters that were never sent to the intended recipient. This book is a print 

version of some of those letters, including some never published online. They are colorfully illustrated in 

an eye-catching manner and will definitely appeal to your tween and teen audiences. While there is 

some mature content, nothing is explicitly stated but it’s obvious sex has occurred. However, it is 

emotionally draining and heart-breaking. Some of the letters read like a swift punch to the gut. The book 

is divided thematically by the following topics: Dear Me (letters written to younger versions of yourself), 

Dear World (offering life lessons), Love, Family (tough parent and sibling issues), Heart-Break (yes, 

there’s lots of cheaters mentioned), Unrequited Love, Betrayal, Loss (many are from suicides), and 

Thank You. I read this easily in one sitting, but the content would be better absorbed over time to lessen 

the heart-wrenching emotions. 

Age Level: Junior High, High School 

Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen Middle School 

 

NON-FICTION – SHRUG 

 

Doyle, Caitlin     978-1-77085-770-4  $29.95  320 p. 

Girls Can Do Anything    Firefly Books, 2016 

Author Caitlin Doyle wrote this book as “an opportunity for each of us…to listen to the female voices--so 

often silenced by history books and social norms.” She chose the 200+ women for being at the top of 

their chosen fields. The book is divided into 4 broad areas (Arts & Literature, Politics & World-Building, 

Science & Innovation, and Sports & Endurance). Also, Doyle admits her choices were limited by her own 

research and subjectivity and includes two blank pages at the end of each section for readers to add in 

their own choices. Tweens and teens will enjoy the magazine-style layout full of bright colors and 

captivating graphics. After each woman’s name, there is a title or their ‘first’ listed. Of course with only a 

few paragraphs of biographic information included, students who are looking for in-depth research will 

need to look elsewhere. This is a great browsing book about significant women, but it doesn’t always 

present information in a concise way--some women are presented as afterthoughts on other women’s 

pages. Recommended as a supplemental purchase. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Sherri Ashlock, Nelsen Middle School 
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Wambach, Abby    978-0-06-245792-9  $16.99  211 p. 

Forward: My Story     Harper, 2016 

Abby always pushed the limits, in a family of seven she found that she had to.  When she discovered a 

gift for soccer, her parents pushed her to be the best and as her career took shape, she became and still 

is one of the world’s best female soccer players.  Scoring goals off the field, however, was not as easy for 

Abby as she moved from relationship to relationship attempting to discover who she was.  As a lesbian 

she struggled finding a meaningful relationship and wanting to balance it with her soccer career was no 

easy feat. 

I felt that this book started out strong and Abby did a nice job of explaining her struggles of a child 

growing up in a big family that expected great things.  However, when Abby starts getting into 

relationships, the family and soccer gets a little lost.  There were a lot of names that were quickly 

introduced and then lost, maybe if I followed women’s soccer more I would have a better sense of the 

names.  She quickly moves from one relationship to another and the soccer seasons seem to move fairly 

quickly with not much soccer being covered.  For readers wanting to know more about Abby’s life, this is 

a good read, but for a soccer biography, I didn’t find much soccer other than traveling from one match 

to the next and who Abby was in a relationship at that event. 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High, High School 

Bethany Steirer, Rose Hill Middle School 

 

NON-FICTION – NOT RECOMMENDED 

 

Meltzer, Brad      978-0062439314  $17.99  128 p. 

Heroes for my Son  Harper Collins, 2016 

Heros for my Son, by Brad Meltzer is beautiful and touching. The stories and morals are great. As with 

the one for daughters, I’m not sure students will pick this book up on their own and read it. It’s not a 

good book for researching famous people, it’s all about the moral of each story. It’s sort of a shrug.  High 

school because of topic, not content. 

Age Level: Too young for YA 

Nickie Travis, Lindbergh HS 

 

Meltzer, Brad     978-0062439277  $17.99  144 p. 

Heroes for my Daughter  Harper Collins, 2016 
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Heros for my Daughter, by Brad Meltzer is a beautiful book that would be great for teachers or librarians 

to read to students, but it’s not a book that students will pick up on their own. The people depicted in 

the book are pictured and a VERY brief description of their lives are described, but it’s focused more on 

the moral of the story, than on the details of the peoples lives. It’s lovely, but I think it would fit best in a 

elementary library where an adult could read it and discuss it with their child. 

Age Level: Too young for YA 

Nickie Travis, Lindbergh HS 

 

Smith, Lucky Blue with Dallon G. Smith 978-1-5247-1876-3  $18.99  235 p. 

Stay Golden      Random House, 2016 

Lucky Blue Smith is the hottest teen model on the runway right now. He’s on billboards, magazine 

covers, and scheduled “meet ups” attract 100s of screaming pre-teens and teenage girls. This is his story 

of how he and his sisters came to be such hot commodities in the modeling world and soon in pop 

music. 

 

Can an 18 year old have lived enough to write a memoir? If you’re interested in reading about how he 

got discovered at 10, started modeling for the Gap at 12, and spends his time between Hollywood, Utah, 

and Europe, this book is for you. Read about the horrors of missing flights and having to ride in a car all 

night to make it to a shoot, the fun of shooting a winter scene in the middle of summer, and check out 

the dozens of cute photos of Lucky and his family. There’s certainly nothing deep here. His life has 

certainly been “lucky” (sorry!) and the only advice/insight here is in a one page list of “Good Things I’ve 

Learned” that appears on the last page of the book. Aside from that, the whole book reads like a Tiger 

Beat article. Harmless (except for the sometimes creative grammar – funnest! And me and my sisters! 

Really?!), but recommended for only the most rabid middle school fans. I doubt that anyone over 14 

would be interested. And I’m still not sure what that title means! 

Age Level: Middle School, Junior High 

Diane Ferbrache, Hazen High School 


